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STOCKS  and  BONDS  resumed 
their  downward  spiral  yesterday, 
indicating  that  Tuesday's  0.7  per¬ 
cent  interest  rate  cut  was  too  little 
la  faring  investors  back  to  the 
market  or  to  boost  company  prof¬ 
its. 

Fears  over  wholesale  with¬ 
drawals  from  provident  funds 
heightened  the  sense  of  panic, 
with  estimates  abounding  that 
more  than  a  billion  shekels  have 
been  withdrawn  so  far  this 
month. 

Meanwhile,  the  Knesset  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee  was  told  yes¬ 
terday  that  the  Treasury  and'  the 
Bank  of  Israel  bad  reached  an 


funds,  plunging  stocks  alarm  market 


agreement  in  principle  to  inter¬ 
vene  in  the  market  to  help  the 
collapsing  provident  funds.  '  •  ’  ' 

The  broad  Two-Sided  Index  of 
leading  stocks  fell  3.5%,  to  151.7 
points,  while  the  Madf  Index  of 
the  25  largest  stocks  fell  3.4%,  to 
150.7  points 

Trading  opened  with  excess 
supply  of  NIS  100  million  and  the 
market  fell  steadily  as  the  day 
progressed.  Turnover  remained 
thin  at  NIS  82  million  in  stocks, 
and  observers  noted  that  there 
was  an  almost  complete  absence 
of  buyers.  Selling  was  indiscrimi¬ 
nate  and  the  falls  were  across  the 
board. 


* 


After  staging  something  of  a 
recovery  cm  Tuesday,  bonds  slid 
again  yesterday,  opening  on  ex¬ 
cess  supply  of  NIS  170  million; 
turnover  was  NIS  90  million. 
However,  falls  in  the  bond  mar¬ 
ket  Were  more  moderate  than 
those  in  stocks,  and  there  were 
rumors  the  Bank  of  Israel  had 
intervened  to  prop  up  prices,  as  it 
said  it  might  However,  the  bank 
declined  to  comment  on  the 
rumors. 

The  Finance  Committee  wel¬ 
comed  the  news  about  the  provi¬ 
dent  fund  intervention,  but  de¬ 
manded  that  the  central  bank  and 
the  Treasury  work  out  the  details 
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of  their  plan  and  begin  imple¬ 
menting  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
Chairman  Gedalya  Gal  (Labor) 
said  the  committee  would  keep  a 
close  eye  on  their  progress,  and  if 
necessary,  would  hold  another 
meeting  on  the  subject  in  a  few 
days. 

Treasury  director-general  Da¬ 
vid  Brodet  and  Dr.  David  Klein 
of  the  Bank  of  Israel  were  due  to 
meet  last  night  to  work  on  the 
idea. 

The  committee  was  discussing 
the  problems  encountered  by 


provident  funds  -  which  serve  as 
savings  plans,  and  sometimes 
even  pensions,  for  many  people  - 
due  to  the  ongoing  stock  market 
slump.  The  provident  funds  have 
been  forced  to  invest  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  since  1986,  when  the  Trea¬ 
sury  stopped  selling  lhem  special 
high-inlerest  bonds,  so  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  bourse  has  resulted  in 
heavy  losses,  a  flight  of  capital 
and,  in  some  cases,  an  inability  to 
make  payments. 

According  to  BrodeL  the  funds 
lost  an  average  of  SS  in  1994, 
after  achieving  average  real  gains 
of  5%  a  year  during  the  previous 
five  years,  when  the  market  rose. 


Brodet  said  the  situation  has 
been  particularly  bad  in  the  past 
two  weeks,  because  high  short¬ 
term  interest  rates  have  attracted 
money  away  from  long-term  in¬ 
vestments  such  as  provident 
funds. 

If  the  trend  continues,  he 
warned,  some  of  the  money 
which  formerly  went  into  provi¬ 
dent  funds  is  likely  to  be  diverted 
into  consumption  and  the  hous¬ 
ing  market  -  thereby  fueling 
inflation. 

It  is  therefore  imperative,  he 
said,  that  interest  rates  be  low¬ 
ered  immediately. 


Both  Klein  and  Brodet  reject¬ 
ed  another  idea  proposed  by  the 
provident  fund  managers:  that 
the  Treasury  once  again  sell  them 
subsidized  bonds.  This,  the  two 
said,  meant  an  additional  budget¬ 
ary  outlay,  and  would  also  consti¬ 
tute  blatant  government  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  market. 

However,  the  two  said  they 
bad  reached  a  tentative  agree¬ 
ment  to  intervene  "on  the  edges 
of  the  market”  by  purchasing 
bonds  -  not  enough  to  reverse  the 
current  trend,  but  enough  to 
moderate  it.  Brodet  said  this 
would  be  done  only  in  cases  of 
real  damage  to  the  markets. 


Peres  to 


concrete 
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Jerusalem  Post  Staff 

.  FOREIGN  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
plans  to  present  Egyptian.  President 
Hosni  Mubarak  today  with  concrete 
proposals  aimed  at  easing  tensions 
ova  Israel’s  refusal  to  sign  the  Nu¬ 
clear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty, 
Channel  One  reported  last  night 
According  to  the  report,  Peres 
will  teD  Mubarak  Israel  will  consid¬ 
er  international  inspections  of  previ¬ 
ously  closed  nuclear  sites  and  sign¬ 
ing  the  NPT  within  two  years  of  the 
achievement  of  full  regional  peace. 
—  including  Iran.  Iraq  and  Libya. 

Peres  said  yesterday  after  meeting 
with  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
that  Israel  would  not  sign  the  NPT. 

"Israel  is  the  only  state  in  the 
world  that  is  threatened  by  other 
states  regarding  the  fact  of  its  exis¬ 
tence.  Iran  says  Israel  should  be 
destroyed,”  Peres  told  Quoncl  l. 

But  at  the  same  time,  Peres  said 
Israel  is  not  interested  in  eroding 
relations  with  Egypt  "We  recog¬ 
nize  the  centrality  of  Egypt,  the  cen¬ 
trality  of  the  Egyptian  president, 
both  in  the  Middle  East  and  the 
peace  process,”  he  said. 

Rabin's  spokesman,  Oded  Ben- 
Ami,  would  not  confirm  the  report 
Foreign  Ministry  spokesman  Danny 
Shek  has  said  only  that  Peres’  trip  is 
aimed  at  reducing  tensions  with 
Egypt 

The  NPT,  which  came  into  force 
in  1970,  is  up  for  renewal  at  a  UN 
conference  in  New  York. 

The  United  States  has  asked  Israel 
to  sign  the  pact,  but  officials  in 
Jerusalem  do  not  expect  serious  US 
pressure. 

Both  US  Secretary  of  State  War¬ 
ren  Christopher  and  Vice  President 
Ai  Gore  plan  to  raise  the  issue  dur¬ 
ing  visits  to  Israel  next  month,  Israel 
Radio  said. 

GSSoffidaiT 
resign  over 
appointment 
of  new  head 

ALON  PINKAS 

TWO  senior  department  heads  in  the 
General  Security  Service  submitted 
their  resignations  yesterday,  saying 
they  prefer  not  to  work  with  the 
newly  appointed  GSS  head,  known 
as  K. 

The  two,  U.  and  C.  both  veteran 
department  heads,  apparently  con¬ 
sidered  themselves  as  candidates  to 
head  the  service.  They  are  known  to 
have  had  strained  relations  with  both 
the  outgoing  head,  Y.  and  his  hand- 
picked  successor,  K.,  who  was  earli¬ 
er  this  week  confirmed  as  the  next 
head  of  the  GSS. 

A  security  official  said  yesterday 
that  the  two  were  never  considered 
candidates  for  the  top  job,  and  that 
their  resignations  were  simply  a 
show  of  discontent  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  K.  He  added  that  the  resig¬ 
nations  are  not  considered  extraordi¬ 
nary. 

In  January,  tiw  deputv  head  of  me 
GSS.  G..  resigned,  after  realizing  ^ 
would  not  be  appointed  head  of  the 
service. 


PA  launches  PR  bid 
to  pressure  Israel 


Avraham  Borg  is  congratulated  yesterday  by  Jewish  Agency  Board  of  Governors  chairman  Mendel 
Kaplan,  after  being  elected  acting  chairman  of  the  agency.  (Story,  Page  12) (Joe  Maicom) 

‘  GSS  tipped  off  Deri  that 
police  were  tapping  phones’ 


THE  Palestinians  yesterday 
launched  a  campaign  to  con¬ 
vince  the  world  that  Israel  is 
obstructing  the  peace  process, 
and  that  the  price  for  not  in¬ 
tervening  could  be  its  total 
collapse. 

A  statement,  read  by  Pales¬ 
tinian  Authority  Information 
Minister  Yasser  Abed-Rabbo 
after  a  meeting  of  nine  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  PLO  executive 
committee,  said  that  it  "decid¬ 
ed  to  launch  a  political  and 
diplomatic  campaign/’  world¬ 
wide,  and  especially  in  the 
Middle  East. 

The  campaign  began  with  a 
meeting  between  PLO  Chairman 
Yasser  Arafat  and  Egyptian  Pres¬ 
ident  Hosni  Mubarak,  followed 
by  another  with  Foreign  Minister 
Amt  Moussa.  Arafat  then  flew  to 
Saudi '•Arabia  to  meet  with  King 
Fahd. 

Abed-Rabbo  said  the  cam¬ 
paign  will  include  the  US.  Russia, 
the  European  Union,  and  other 
states. 

"The  peace  process  has  begun 
to  lose  credibility,  and  continua¬ 
tion  is  not  possible  now  as  long  as 
the  Israeli  government  is  engaged 
in  a  policy  of  postponing  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  agreements.  Any  ces¬ 
sation  of  the  peace  process  will 
lead  to  its  collapse  as  a  whole,” 
Abed-Rabbo  said. 

He  cited  Israeli  settlement  ac¬ 
tivity  and  the  closures  of  the  terri¬ 
tories  as  contributing  factors  to 
"the  destruction  of  this  historical 
opportunity.” 


FORMER  interior  minister  Aryeh 
Deri  and  his  co-defendants  knew  the 
police  were  bugging  their  phones, 
because  General  Security  Service 
agents  had  tipped  lhem  oft,  accord¬ 
ing  to  two  more  tapes  submitted  by 
the  prosecution  in  Deri’s  trial 
yesterday. 

Deri  is  on  trial  in  Jerusalem  Dis¬ 
trict  Coart  for  fraud,  bribe-taking, 
breach  of  trust,  and  falsifying  corpo¬ 
rate  documents,  along  with  Yom 
Tov  Rubin  and  Moshe  and  Arye 
WeinbeTg.  The  tapes  were  made  by 
chief  prosecution  witness  Ya'acov 
Shmuelevitz,  who  held  key  posts  in 
two  organizations  controlled  by  the 
defendants  during  the  period  cov¬ 
ered  by  indictment. 

Shmuelevitz,  who  has  turned 
state's  evidence,  used  his  knowl¬ 
edge  as  a  former  private  investigator 
to  tape  three  conversations  with 
Moshe  Weinberg.  One,  submitted 
Monday,  was  made  in  September 
1987  at  Shmuelevitz’s  initiative;  of 
the  two  submitted  yesterday,  one 
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was  made  that  year,  also  at  Sbmue- 
levitz's  initiative,  and  the  second  in 
199L  at  the  request  of  the  police. 

In  the  1991  tape,  Weinberg  told 
Shmuelevitz  he  knew  police  were 
tapping  his  phoae. 

“Not  just  me.  We  all  know,”  he 
continued,  according  to  a  transcript 
submitted  by  the  prosecution.  The 
defense  disputes  the  accuracy  of  the 
transcripts. 

Shmuelevitz:  “How  do  you 
{know)?” 

Weinberg:  “Very  simple.  Be¬ 
cause  [the  requests)  go  through  the 
GSS,  and  our  connections  with  all 
kinds  of  people  in  the  GSS.” 

Weinberg  also  talks  about  the  job 
Deri  found  for  him  as  head  of  the 
Lehavim  Local  Council  -  one  of  the 
items  in  the  indictment 

"In  principle,  I  go  [to  Lehavim) 
when  I  feel  like  it,”  he  said.  “I  don’t 
work.” 

He  also  related  how,  with  Deri’s 


assistance,  he  had  gotten  Mifal  Ha- 
pay  is  to  build  a  NIS  1.4  million  cen¬ 
ter  in  Lehavim. 

Weinberg  also  discussed  some  of 
the  allegations  included  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  indictment  against  Deri,  which 
has  not  yet  been  served  and  relates 
to  his  alleged  abuse  of  his  position 
as  interior  minister. 

"[A  local  council  head]  would 
come  to  Aryeh  Deri  and  tell  him,  I 
need  a  soccer  field,  and  [Deri) 
wonld  tel] -him,  wail  a  minute,  you 
didn’t  give  money ...  I  asked  you  to 
give  money  to  the  Imo  yeshiva,  and 
you  didn’t,  so  don’t  come  to  me 
about  soccer,”  Weinberg  said. 

Shmuelevitz:  “He  admits  this?” 

Weinberg:  “Yes,  on  TV  he  ad¬ 
mitted  this  ...  in  an  interview  on  A 
New  Evening  ...  [Deri  said)  on  this 
basis,  1  ran  in  the  election,  and  on 
this  basis  I  signed  a  coalition  agree¬ 
ment,  and  in  my  coalition  agreement 
I  promised  all  these  things.  These 
aren't  things  that  are  being  done 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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Only  nine  members  of  the  18- 
raember  executive  committee 
showed  up  for  the  meeting  at 
Arafat’s  vUla  on  the  outskirts  of 
Cairo. 

A  second  meeting  will  be  held 
in  early  March  in  Tunis,  “to  re¬ 
evaluate  the  situation  again," 
Abed-Rabbo  said. 

Saeb  Erekat,  heading  a  delega¬ 
tion  to  election  talks,  said  that  die 
Tunis  meeting  would  include 
PLO  Political  Department  Chief 
Farouk  Kaddoumi,  Oslo  accord 
negotiator  Mahmoud  Abbas 
(Abu  Mazenl,  and  others  who 
boycotted  the  two-day  Cairo 
meeting. 

Erekat  said  no  progress  was 
made  in  the  election  talks. 
“There  is  no  agreement  whatso¬ 
ever,”  except  for  an  agreement 
on  separate  elections  for  the 
council  and  its  chief  executive,  he 
said. 

Yoel  Singer,  the  head  of  the 
Israeli  team,  departed  from  his 
usual  optimism.  “We  still  have  a 
long  way  before  us,”  he  told  AP. 

Singer  said  the  negotiations 
would  resume  in  Cairo  in  two 
weeks,  and  that  be  hoped  to  meet 
Erekat  next  week  without  the 
other  negotiators. 

Mohammed  Shtayyeh,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Palestinian  team,  said 
the  good  spirits  of  the  previous 
day  before  had  changed  for  the 
worse. 

‘‘Israel's  main  problem  is  that 
they  think  of  themselves  as  part¬ 


ners,  and  we  consider  them  facili¬ 
tators,”  he  said. 

He  added  that  it  should  be  no 
concern  of  Israel’s  what  arrange¬ 
ments  Palestinians  choose  to 
make  concerning  international 
observers,  election  supervision, 
or  voting  age.  “Whether  voters 
are  17  or  one  has  no  bearing  on 
their  security  interests,”  he  said. 

Jaweed  Ghussein,  chairman  of 
the  Palestine  National  Fund  and 
an  executive  committee  member, 
indicated  that  talks  might  be  bet¬ 
ter  suspended,  at  least  until  the 
executive  committee  meets  in  Tu¬ 
nis. 

“We  feel  that  negotiating  now 
is  not  going  to  be  fruitful,"  he 
said.  But  no  decision  was  taken  to 
suspend  talks. 

It  was  decided,  however,  that 
Arafat  would  head  a  higher  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee,  which  would  in¬ 
cluding  executive  committee 
members  and  PA  ministers,  “to 
start  a  Palestinian  national  dia¬ 
logue.”  This  would  be  aimed  at 
bridging  the  widening  gaps  be¬ 
tween  those  who  want  to  contin¬ 
ue  talks  and  those  who  want  to 
end  them. 

A  meeting  of  the  broader  80- 
member  PLO  Central  Council  is 
to  be  held  “in  ibe  near  future,  to 
strengthen  Palestinian  unity,” 
Abed-Rabbo  said. 

The  PLO  plan  is  to  restore  the 
Palestinian  track  to  the  center  of 
the  whole  peace  process,  by  win¬ 
ning  Arab  support  for  the  view 
that  Israeli-Arab  relations  should 
be  frozen  until  the  disputes  with 
the  Palestinians  are  resolved. 


Gafni:  Reform  rabbis 
are  like  terrorists 
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UNITED  Torah  Judaism  MK 
Moshe  Gafiti  compared  Reform  rab¬ 
bis  to  terrorists  in  the  Knesset  ple¬ 
num  yesterday. 

During  a  plenum  discussion  on 
the  Masorli  (Conservative)  move¬ 
ment’s  conversion  of  adopted  chil¬ 
dren.  Ga&i  blasted  both  move- 
meats. 

“Letting  a  Reform  rabbi  sit  on  the 
Tel  Aviv  religious  council  is  the 
equivalent  of  letting  a  terrorist  into 
the  General  Staff  headquarters  The 
Reform  are  terrorists,  not  rabbis,” 
he  sat'd. 

Economics  Minister  Shimon  She- 


treet,  who  on  Tuesday  was  awarded 
the  Religious  Affairs  portfolio,  told, 
the  MKs  the  subject  is  being  re¬ 
viewed  by  the  attorney -general  and 
suggested  waiting  for  his  opinion. 

He  added,  however,  that  the  Chief 
Rabbinate  should  try  to  find  a  means 
of  easing  and  expediting  the  conver¬ 
sion  process  within  a  haiachic 
framework,  to  prevent  suffering  to 
the  children  and  families. 

She  tree!  confirmed  that  the  con¬ 
version  carried  out  earlier  this  w**ek 
in  Kibbutz  Hanatoo  is  not  recog¬ 
nized  by  Israeli  law  as  it  was  not 
approved  by  the  chief  rabbis. 


Shomron 
blames  Rabin 
for  dismissal 

FORMER  chief  of  genera!  staff 
Dan  Shomron,  fired  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  TAAS  Israel  In¬ 
dustries  about  three  weeks  ago, 
blames  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  far  his  dismissal. 

Rabin,  he  toid  Israel  Televi¬ 
sion's  Nissim  Mishai  last  night, 
sacked  him  after  receiving  nega¬ 
tive  reports  about  him  from  Trea¬ 
sury  Director-General  David  Bro¬ 
det  and  Defense  Minister 
Director-General  David  Ivry. 

•‘1  was  given  a  Geld  court-mar¬ 
tial,’'  without  an  examination  of 
the  facts,  he  said.  He  called  for  a 
commission  of  inquiry  into  how 
TAAS  could  lose  millions  over  the 
years  without  the  government  be¬ 
ing  aware  of  it.  (Itunl 


Rabin,  Harish  suggest  plans  to  ‘save’  Labor 
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PRIME  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
and  Foreign  Minister  Shimon 
Peres  have  formulated  a  far- 
reaching  plan  to  “save  Labor, 
including  the  appointment  of  for¬ 
mer  chief  of  general  staff  Ehud 
Barak.  Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Yossi  Beilin,  and  possibly  Hisia- 
drut  Chairman  Haim  Ramon  to 
cabinet  posts. 

The  membership  of  hundreds 
of  party  members  who  competed 
against  Labor  candidates  in  local 
or  HIstadrut  elections  will  also  be 

reinstated.  . 

Party  secretary-general  Ntssim 
Zvilti  disclosed  the  plan  yester¬ 
day  after  Industry  and  Trade 
Minister  Micba  Harish  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  is  setting  up  a 
movement  -  Tetem  -  “to  rescue 

the  Labor  Patty.’'  . 

2 vifli,  the  man  Harish  blames 
for  the  party  failures,  said  he 
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“would  waste  no  time  bothering 
with  petty,  pestering  functionar¬ 
ies.  The  prime  minister  and  I 
have  already  formulated  plans  to 
save  Labor.” 

Under  the  plan,  Uzi  Baram 
would  have  to  give  up,  as  early  as 
mid-June,  his  newly  won  Interior 
portfolio.  It  would  then  go  to  Ba¬ 
rak,  who  cannot  enter  the  gov¬ 
ernment  until  June,  when  his  six- 
month  cooling  off  period  for 
retired  military  officers  ends. 

Shimon  Shetreet,  who  was 
awarded  the  Religious  Affairs 
portfolio,  wfU  also  be  required  to 
hand  over  one  of  his  ministerial 
holdings.  According  to  sources, 
Rabin  expects  him  to  cede  the 
Economics  portfolio,  as  this  is  the 
only  portfolio  that  could  be  of¬ 
fered  to  Be  Din,  who  is  definitely 


not  a  candidate  for  Religious 
Affairs. 

When  they  received  their  sec¬ 
ond  portfolios.  Rabin  made  it 
clear  to  Baram  and  Shetreet  that 
it  was  only  for  a  limited  period 
and  made  them  promise  to  be 
ready  to  return  to  a  single-portfo¬ 
lio  status.  Both  are  reported  to 
have  made  the  commitment,  but 
around  Rabin  there  is  a  persistent 
fear  that  when  the  crunch  comes, 
Shetreet,  at  least,  might  rebeL 

Peres  stressed  to  Rabin  that 
the  only  way  Barak  can  come  into, 
the  government  is  if  Beilin  is  fi¬ 
nally  given  a  cabinet  post,  as  Ra¬ 
bin  has  promised.  Beilin,  a  for¬ 
mer  deputy  finance  minister,  will 
be  given  a  choice  between  roinis- 
ter-without-portfolio  or 

Economics. 


No  one  yet  knows  how  Barak, 
who  is  studying  in  the  US,  will 
react  to  be  given  the  Interior 
portfolio,  having  originally  hoped 
ro  be  made  Defense  minister. 
However.  Interior  is  the  only  im¬ 
portant  portfolio  Rabin  has  to  of¬ 
fer,  and  he  would  like  Barak  to 
take  it  and  not  force  him  to  en¬ 
gage  in  a  broader  reshuffle, 
which  could  destabilize  the  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Recriminations,  meanwhile, 
were  traded  in  Mereiz  over  Envi¬ 
ronment  Minister  Yossi  Sarid’s 
hall  of  his  mini-rebellion  over  not 
being  given  the  Interior  portfolio. 

Education  Minister  Amaon 
Rubinstein  disagreed  with  Sarid's 
decision  to  drop  his  demands 
“because  this  was  no  personal 
matter,  and  he  had  no  right  to 
pull  back  the  party’s  claims  on  the 
Interior  portfolio.” 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  ISRAEL 


THE  PRESIDENT’S  CITATIONS 
FOR  VOLUNTEERING 
1995-5755 


volunteers,  as  wen  as  to  groups,  that  have  distinguished  themselves  in 
their  fields  of  activity  andfar  made  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
welfare  of  society  and  the  state.  Citations  will  also  be  awarded  to  young 
volunteers. 

Every  Israeli  citizen  or  permanent  resident  who  has  not  been  previously 
awarded  the  citation  may  be  a  candidate. 

Any  citizen  or  public  body  wishing  to  propose  candidates  should 
request  forms  and  additional  information  from: 

Trie  Center  for  Votunteerism  In  Israel 

P.O.B.  7341  I 

Tel  Aviv  61070  ® 

Tell  03-551-4144, 03-5614165.  * 

*  Recommendations  will  not  be  acknowledged  in  writing  and  accompanying 
documentation  will  not  be  returned  to  the  senders. 

*  Information  on  the  selection  of  awardees  win  be  sent  only  to  the  candidates  who  are 

selected. 

*  The  last  dale  for  submission  of  names  oJ  proposed  awardees  is  March  31 , 1 995. 
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Weiss  refuses  request  to  debate 
Golan  bills  within  two  weeks 


KNESSET  Speaker  Shevah  Weiss 
yesterday  refused  a  request  by  Labor 
MKs  Avtgdor  Kahalani,  Emanuel 
Zissman,  and  Ya'acov  Sheffi,  to 
have  their  bills  on  territorial  with¬ 
drawal  debated  within  two  weeks, 
over  the  Labor  faction’s  objection. 

In  a  letter  to  Weiss,  the  three  MKs 
said  the  House  Rules  categorically 
state  that  every  MK  is  entitled  to 
propose  a  private  member's  bill. 

“It’s  a  basic  right  of  every  MK,” 
they  wrote.  “The  definition  is  not 
that  every  MK  is  entitled  to  submit  a 
bill,  but  to  propose  a  bill.  To  pro¬ 
pose  a  bill  means  being  able  to  fur¬ 
ther  it  via  accepted  legislative 
procedures." 

The  three  MKs  are  among  five 
signed  on  two  bills  that  call  for  a  50 
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percent  majority  in  a  national  refer¬ 
endum  and  a  majority  of  70  MKs  to 
approve  territorial  withdrawal. 

The  three  wrote  that  since  45  days 
bad  passed  since  their  bills  were 
submined,  the  speaker  should  set  a 
date  for  their  debate  in  accordance 
with  objective  considerations. 

“The  obvious  conclusion  is  that 
an  MK‘s  right  to  propose  a  bill  in  the 
plenum  is  not  conditional  on  facdoo 
approval,"  they  wrote,  apparently 
basing  this  claim  on  research  by 
UriefLynn,  a  former  chairman  of 
the  Knesset  Law  Committee. 

In  his  response.  Weiss  wrote  that 
under  their  claim  that  every  bill 


must  be  discussed  alter  45  days  had 
lapsed,  hundreds  of  bills  a  week 
would  have  to  be  considered.  He 
said  die  MKs  had  not  mentioned  the 
clause  in  the  House  Rules  that  states 
that  the  House  Committee  deter¬ 
mines  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Knesset  session  every  faction’s  quo¬ 
ta  of  bills  and  motions. 

“The  Knesset  is  based  on  faction 
regimes,”  he  replied. 

'  This  week  the  Labor  faction  voted 
against  allowing  the  bills  to  be  de¬ 
bated. 

Zissraan  said  the  group  was  dis¬ 
cussing  different  possibilities,  such 
as  asking  for  a  discussion  of  the 


issue  by  the  House  Committee.  He 
did  not  rule  out  the  possibility  of 
petitioning  the  High  Court. 
Batsheva  Tsur  adds: 

Ten  leading  members  of  The 
Third  Way  movement,  which  is  call¬ 
ing  on  the  government  to  take  a 
firmer  stand  on  security  issues,  met 
yesterday  with  President  Ezer 
Weizman. 

The  group  members,  most  of 
whom  have  held  senior  positions  in 
the  various  security  branches,  told 
Weizman  of  the  growing  concern 
among  members  of  the  public  about 
the  future  of  the  Golan  Heights,  Ka- 
halani  said  after  the  meeting. 

He  said  Weizman  had  listened  but 
had  refused  to  take  a  stand  because 
of  his  posidoo. 


Eastern  Jerusalem  beltway  likely  to  be  approved 


THE  Transport  Ministry  will  give 
the  go-ahead  for  construction  of  a 
controversial  highway  around  east¬ 
ern  Jerusalem,  ministry  director- 
general  Doron  Shorer  said 
yesierday. 

“Ail  of  our  projections  show  that 
the  highway  is  necessary,"  Shorer 
told  the  Jerusalem  Post.  He  said 
final  approval  would  probably  be 
given  in  the  coming  months,  and 
then  it  would  be  up  to  the  Treasury 
to  find  funding. 

That  part  of  the  proposed  high- 
wav  runs  through  the  administered 
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territories,  "is  not  even  a  factor  in 
our  decision."  Shorer  said.  “If  any¬ 
thing,  the  importance  of  the  project 
to  keeping  Jerusalem  united -only 
gives  us  incentive  to  move  forward 
with  it." 

The  highway,  which  has  been 
dubbed  the  Eastern  Beltway,  is  slat¬ 
ed  to  begin  in  southeast  Jerusalem 
near  Sur  Bahir,  run  northeast  past 
Azzariya  and  A-Tur,  and  link  up 
with  the  Jerusalem-Ma'aleh  Adu- 
num  highway.  It  includes  a  tunnel 


through  a  section  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives. 

The  highway  is  meant  to  ease 
traffic  congestion  in  the  capital's 
downtown  area. 

For  the  past  several  months,  the 
ministry  has  been  conducting  a  na¬ 
tionwide  survey  aimed  at  deciding 
which  road  construction  projects 
should  be  built  first 

But  planning  for  the  Eastern  Belt- 
way.  which  is  being  pushed  forward 
by  Jerusalem  District  Planning 


Committee  Chairman  Eli  Suissa, 
continued  without  waiting  for  a  min¬ 
istry  decision. 

Suissa  said  that  within  two 
months  the  planning  process  would 
be  completed. 

The  project  requires  the  expropri¬ 
ation  of  some  land  privately  owned 
by  Palestinians.  Jerusalem  Deputy 
Mayor  Shmuel  Shkedi  said  the  ex¬ 
propriation  process  is  liable  to  slow 
the  implementation  of  the  project. 

Neither  Shkedi  nor  Shorer  were 
able  to  provide  estimates  for  the  cost 
of  the  highway. 


Peres  defends  ‘Jenin  First’  transfer  of  local  control 
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JUST  as  education  in  Jenin  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Jenin  local  council, 
there  is  no  reason  that  other  municipal  responsibilities  should  not  be 
transferred.  Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres  said  yesierday. 

Pere?  was  answering  nine  motions  to  the  agenda  on  the  "Jenin  First." 
plan  under  which  the  Palestinian  Authority  would  take  control  of  Jenin’s 
affairs. 

"The  same  way  that  education  is.  for  the  first  time  ever,  in  the  hands  of  the 
city's  residents,  so  it  should  be  with  municipal  affairs.  But  the  handling  of 
security  should  rest  with  Israel."  Peres  said. 

There  is  an  obligation  under  to  the  Oslo  agreement  to  hand  over  the 
running  of  the  Palestinians'  daily  lives  to  the  residents  themselves,  he  said. 

"It's  incumbent  upon  us  in  Israel  to  ensure  the  physical  and  economic 


security  jof  the  residents  of  the  territories],  and  therefore  I  have  proposed 
establishing  five  industrial  parks  along  the  border  —  the  separation  line  —  on 
the  Palestinian  side,  and  three  on  the  Israeli  side,  with  the  intention  of 
bringing  work  to  the  residents  instead  of  bringing  them  to  Israel  to  work 
here."  Peres  said. 

He  quoted  from  his  conversation  with  the  Palestinian  Authority  Economic 
Minister  Ahmed  Qreia  last  week,  during  which  he  told  the  Qreia  that  the 
responsibility  for  security  would  rest  in  Israeli  hands. 

Following  bis  speech,  all  the  MKs  who  had  filed  the  motions  agreed  to 
drop  them. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  address,  Peres  said  he  had  visited  Gaza  this  week 
and  found  residents  who  praised  the  Oslo  agreement. 


Public  faithful  to  favorite  newspapers,  despite  lure  of  TV 


YESTERDAY  was  judgment  day 
for  the  local  communications  indus¬ 
try,  with  the  release  of  the  annual 
Survey  of  Media  Exposure,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Advertisers  Associa¬ 
tion. 
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The  212-page  study  revealed  (hat 
increased  programming  on  Channel 
2  has  not  affected  the  habits  of  Isra- 
el’s  reading  public,  which  continues 
to  be  loyal  to  its  favorite 
newspapers. 


The  surveys,  conducted  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  examined  the  reading,  listening, 
and  film-viewing  habits  of  the  He¬ 
brew-speaking  Jewish  public.  Sepa¬ 
rate  surveys  were  conducted  for  har- 
edim,  Arabs  and  new  immigrants. 


The  study  has  a  14%  margin  of 
error. 

For  the  study  of  newspaper  read¬ 
ing  habits.  1,659  adults  and  629 
youths  were  interviewed.  It  was 
found  that  53.2%  of  adults  read  Ve¬ 
dior  . \haronot .  up  from  52.2%  in 
1994.  Ma  \ trie's  readership  stands  at 
24.6%.  as  compared  with  21.1%  in 
1994.  Ha’aretz  readers  number 
6.2%  of  the  population,  similar  to 
last  year’s  6.1%. 

According  to  the  survey.  The  Je¬ 
rusalem  Post  is  read  by  1%  of  the 
general  Israeli  population.  However, 
the  survey  notes  that  the  paper’s 
actual  readership  is  higher. 


Only  9o%  of  ibose  surveyed  said 
they  never  bought  a  newspaper, 
while  543%  said  they  bought  only  a 
weekend  edition  (which  might  in¬ 
clude  a  local  newspaper).  Also, 
273%  said  they  buy  two  papers, 
6.9%  buy  three  newspapers  and 
1.8%  of  those  surveyed  purchased 
four  or  more  newspapers. 

Of  the  weekend  readers,  67.3% 
buy  Yediot  Aharoaot,  as  compared 
with  67.4%  last  year.  A  total  of 
27.2%  said  they  buy  Ma'ariv,  down 
from  28.1%  in  1994.  Ha  ‘aretz  read¬ 
ership  stands  at  6.9%,  as  compared 
with  6.7%  in  1994,  and  1.8%  read 
The  Jerusalem  Post 


Sharon:  Next  government  should  promote  massive  settlement 


IF  the  Rabin  government  falls  in 
the  1996  elections,  its  successor 
should  induce  "several  hundred 
thousand  settlers"  to  move  to  the 
territories,  MK  Ariel  Sharon  said 
here  yesierday. 

Appearing  before  the  National 
Press  Dub,  Sharon  said:  “One 
thing  I  can  assure  you:  that  once 
there  will  be  a  different  govern¬ 
ment  in  Israel,  I  would  call  it  a 
national  Jewish  government, 
combined  [sic]  of  national  Jewish 
parties,  I  believe  that  the  settle¬ 
ment  project  would  proceed  and 
develop.  ... 

“I  believe  there  will  be  many 
more  [settlers]  in  the  future,  and  I 
think  -that  altogether  one  should 
think  about  several  hundred 
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WASHINGTON 

thousand  that  will  be  living  in  very  important’ 


those  areas." 

Sharon  made  a  quick  circuit  of 
Congress  during  the  afternoon, 
telling  legislators  that  the  Oslo 
accord  has  reduced  the  average 
Israeli’s  security.  His  visit  was 
sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Jew¬ 
ish  Communities  in  Judea,  Sa¬ 
maria  and  Gaza. 

Sharon  told  reporters  he  had 
come  here  not  as  a  Likud  mem¬ 
ber  but  as  “an  Israeli  citizen," 
because  be  wanted  to  present  a 
truer  picture  of  the  140,000  set- 
tiers  in  the  territories,  whose 
"contribution  to  peace  is  very. 


“I  came  to  present  facts,  posi¬ 
tions,"  Sharon  said,  before  bead¬ 
ing  for  Capitol  Hill.  “Without 
doubt,  I’U  present  the  facts  that 
[Palestinian  Authority  chairman 
Yasser]  Arafat  hasn’t  once  ful¬ 
filled  his  commitments.  Arafat  is 
a  murderer,  a  war  criminal." 

Sharon  stopped  short,  though, 
of  saying  he  would  advise  his 
counterparts  to  cut  off  Congres¬ 
sional  frinding  of  the  PA. 

He  said  he  "didn’t  come  here 
to  ask”  for  that  to  be  done,  but 
added  that  he  wanted  “everyone 
that  can  affect"  Arafat  to  send 


the  message  that  the  PA  was  foil¬ 
ing  as  a  peace  partner. 

Sharon  also  lashed  out  indi¬ 
rectly  at  Foreign  Minister  Shimon 
Peres,  saying  that  government  of¬ 
ficials  are  using  a  “wrong  ap¬ 
proach”  in  appealing  for  world¬ 
wide  funds  for  the  PA. 

“How  can  there  be  foreign  in¬ 
vestment  in  the  Palestinian  areas 
when  it’s  corrupted?"  he  asked. 

Sharon  was  due  to  meet  with 
the  House  International  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  and  on  the  Sen¬ 
ate  side  with  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  chairman  Jesse 
Helms,  Near  East  subcommittee 
chairman  Hank  Brown,  as  well  as 
Senators  Joseph  Lieberman  and 
Arlen  Specter. 


TA  police  chief:  Our  city  is  safe  -  you  can  go  anywhere 


TEL  AVIV  is  still  one  of  the  safest 
cities  in  the  world,  Tel  Aviv  police 
chief  Cmdr.  Gabi  Lasl  said  yester¬ 
day.  at  the  city’s  annual  police  offi¬ 
cers’  conference. 

“On  police  trips  around  the  world 
my  counterparts  always  give  me  a 
list  of  no-go  areas,"  he  said.  “Here 
I  cannot  say  there  are  places  that 
tourists  should  not  visit.  Tel  Aviv  is 
a  safe  city." 

Property  crimes,  which  comprise 
7731%  of  all  offenses  in  the  city, 
dropped  last  year  by  5.7%,  with 
37,609  burglaries  committed  in 
1994.  compared  to  41.174  the  previ¬ 
ous  year. 

The  murder  rate  also  dropped. 


RA1NE  MARCUS 


with  a  total  of  21  murders  recorded 
in  Tel  Aviv  compared  to  26  in  1993. 
But  police  only  solved  66.6%  of 
murder  cases  in  1994,  compared  to 
73.1%  ihe  previous  year. 

Some  348  criminal  files  were 
opened  against  drug  dealers  in  1994, 
compared  to  434  the  previous  year. 
Narcotics  squad  detectives  seized 
1S.9  kg.  of  heroin  in  1994,  the  same 
amount  of  cocaine,  117.9  kg.  of 
marijuana,  3,053.3  kg.  of  hashish 
and  3.140  LSD  pills  last- year. 

However,  juvenile  crime  rose  by 
20%  compared  to  the  previous  year, 
with  144  minors  brought  to  trial, 


We  deeply  mourn  the  passing  of  our  very  dear  friend 

WALLY  HAMMERSCHLAG 

Fay  and  Kelly  Saacks  and  family 


compared  to  120  in  1993.  A  total  of 
2,010  criminal  files  against  juve¬ 
niles  were  opened  in  1994,  com¬ 
pared  to  1,880  the  previous  year. 

Property  crimes  committed  by 
minors  constituted  56.4%  of  all  ju¬ 
venile  crime.  The  crime  rate  by  im¬ 
migrant  juveniles  also  increased  by 
76.5%  in  1994,  but  Last  was  quick 
to  add  ibai  it  was  incorrect  to  stig¬ 
matize  immigrant  youth. 

“These  kids  are  still  experiencing 
integration  difficulties  and  often 
have  severe  financial  problems,"  he 
said.  “It  is  up  to  the  education  and 
social  welfare  system  to  solve  their 
problems." 

The  Abu  Kabir  lockup,  which  has 
been  criticized  for  its  filthy  and 
overcrowded  conditions,  will  under¬ 
go  a  NIS  500,000  renovation  short¬ 
ly,  he  said. 

It  was  also  revealed  that  police 
vehicles  are  involved  in  nine  times 


more  accidents  that  civilian  vehi¬ 
cles.  Such  vehicles  were  involved  in 
3,800  accidents.  In  response,  police 
said  that  the  figures  were  not  exact 
and  that  police  vehicles  were  subject 
to  difficult  conditions,  especially 
during  chases  after  criminals. 

Police  also  run  up  more  mileage 
than  civilians,  they  said. 
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Iran:  We  failed  to  find  Ron  Arad 


Most  radio  listeners  maintained 
their  loyalties  this  year,  with  31.2% 
tuning  in  to  Radio  2  as  compared 
with  30.3%  in  1994.  Another  29.9% 
are  Radio  3  listeners,  compared  to 
29.8%  in  J  994.  Army  Radio  ostensi¬ 
bly  lost  points,  with  24.5%  of  listen¬ 
ers  in  1995  instead  of  last  year’s 
31.9%,  but  Army  on  Wheels 
claimed  8%  of  the  audience.  Arutz  7 
claimed  7.2%  of  listeners,  up  from 
6.7%  last  year. 

The  survey  on  cinema  habits 
found  that  14.9%  of  adults  go  to  the 
movies  once  a  month.  About  11% 
said  they  go  two  or  three  times 
monthly,  some  3%  go  between  four 
and  five  times  a  month,  and  69.8% 
said  they  do  not  see  films. 


BONN  (AP)  -  Iran  tried  to  locate 
missing  airman  Ron  Arad  at  the 
request  of  Germany  but  failed  to 
find  him,  the  Iranian  Embassy 
said  yesterday.  .  . 

.The 'embassy  denfid'n  GSrinku 
newspaper  report,  that,;  Iran  and 
Israel  held  secret  negotiations 
about  Arad,  whose  plane  was 
shot  down  on  a  bombing  mission 
over  Lebanon  in  October  1986. 
Israel  believes  Arad  is  being  held 
in  Iran. 

In  a  statement  faxed  to  report¬ 
ers,  the  Iranian  Embassy  did  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  German  Chan¬ 
cellor  Helmut  Kohl  had  asked 
Iran  to  look  for  Arad. 

“On  the  basis  of  a  request  by 


Chancellor  Kohl,  [banian]  Presi¬ 
dent  HflOwmi  Rafeanjani  gave  an 
order  that  there  be  a  search  for 
Ron  Arad.  The  search  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful,"  the  embassy^ said. .  . 

No  derails 'were  given1 6f 
where;  how  or  when  the  search 
was 'conducted.  ’•  : ' 

The  Frankfurter  AUgemeine 
Zeintng  newspaper  reported 
Tuesday  that  Israeli  mid  banian 
negotiators  have  been  talking 
about  Arad  from  separate  rooms 
at  the  German  ChanceHay,  with 
German  mediators  going  back 
and  forth  between  them. 

The  banian  Embassy  said  that 
part  of  the  story  is  wrong:  “There 
were  neither  direct  nor  indirect 


Infant  in  cradle 
run  over  by  van 
in  parking  lot 


Saudis  haven’t  fulfilled 
$30m.  pledge  for  Jerusalem 


BILL  HUTMAN 


AMIR  ROZENBLJT  and  Wm 


THREE  people  died  in  traffic 


accidents  yesterday. 

Six-month-old  Moran  Hadad 
was  nm  over  in  Jaffa,  after  her 
father  bad  put  her  cradle  down  in 
a  parking  lot  while  buying  vege¬ 
tables  being  sold  from  a  van.  To 
his  horror,  he  saw  a  driver  get 
into  her  car  and.  not  noticing  the 
cradle,  run  over  it  The  baby  died 
in  Wolfson  Hospital.  The  driver 
was  questioned  by  police,  then 
released  on  ball. 

Sarah  Ben-Kindel,  53,  of  Ash- 
dod,  was  struck  and  killed  by  a 
cement  mixer  while  crossing  a 
street 

She  was  vision  impaired  and 
apparently  could  not  tell  that  the 
mixer  was  coming  at  her  in  re¬ 
verse.  The  driver  only  realized 
he  hit  her  after  passersby  yelled 
at  him  to  stop. 

Orari  Ahituv,  23,  of  Kibbutz 
Nirim,  was  killed  early  yester¬ 
day  morning  when,  due  to  exces¬ 
sive  speed,  his  motorcycle  foiled 
to  negotiate  a  curve  on  the  Kfar 
Sava-Taiba  road,  and  be  ran  off 
the  road  and  hit  a  building. 

Meanwhile,  Faina  Baran,  34, 
of  Jerusalem,  thought  lightly  in¬ 
jured  in  an  accident  on  February 
II,  died  yesterday  in  Beershe- 
ba’s  Soroka  Hospital. 


SAUDI  Arabia  has  foiled  to  keep  its 
promise  to  contribute  some  $30  mil¬ 
lion  to  Palestinian  development  in 
Jerusalem,  and  some  Palestinian 
leaders  in  the  city  are  unsure  wheth¬ 
er  the  money  will  ever  . anive. 

Jerusalem  Arabic  dailies  yester¬ 
day  ran  front-page  stories  saying 
that  a  Saudi  prince  was  beginning  to 
raise  funds  for  Jerusalem,  and  that 
PLO  Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  was  in 
Saudi  Arabia  to  inquire  about  the 
funding. 

“1  am  not  sore  what  to  make  of 
the  reports,"  said  Ghassen  Khatib,  a 
member  of  the  Jerusalem  Commit¬ 
tee,  a  group  representing  various 
Palestinian  factions,  headed  by  Fai¬ 
sal  HusseinL  “It  may  be  that  all  the 
promises  we  have  heard  about  have 


simply  beat  wishful  thinking." 

Upon  his  return  from  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia  in  December,  Hussemi  reported 
to  the  committee  that  the  Saudis  had 
promised  him  $30  million,  Kbatib 
added. 

-  Hussemi  could  not  be  reached  for 


comment. 

The  Jerusalem  newspapers  re¬ 
ported  that  Suleiman  Abdel  Aziz, 
prince  of  Riyadh,  donated  $135,000 
for  “Jerusalem  projects.” 

“For  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years,: we  have  received  promises 
[of  funding  from  the  Saudis,]  b$t 
have  yet  to  see  any  of  the  money.]’ 
said  Mustafa  Abu  Za’ara,  a  Jerusa¬ 
lem  Committee  member.  “I  hop p 
that  this  time  things  will  bje 
different-”  • 


Glatt  Kosher  Chinese  Restaurant  |g 

has  reopened.  Fully  renovated  after  recent  fire.  *jL, 

Bring the  entire  femfly  for  the  nwrt  deildpus  Otinese  adsli^  (Ej 

5  Shimon  Ben  Stefah  St  jerasalqn,  TcL  250817 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 
under  the  table.” 

In  several  cases,  the  differences 
between  the  1991  tape  -  made  when 
the  Deri  investigation  was  already  in 
full  swing  -  and  the  earlier  tapes  are 
noticeable. 

In  the  other  tape  submitted  yester¬ 
day,  for  instance,  Weinberg  talks 
openly  about  receiving  $35,000 
from  Deri  to  repay  ltis  debts. 

“I  got  $35,000  in  my  hand,”  he 
said.  “I’m  in  a  situation  where  I 


need  the  money,  so  Aiyeh  Deri  ar¬ 
ranged  this  for  me.” 

When  Shmuelevitz  reminded  him 
of  the  affair  during  the  1991  conver¬ 
sation,  however,  Weinberg  denied 
it 

In  the  1991  tape,  Weinberg  also 
denied  that  be  had  paid  for  Deri’s 
trip  to  England  -  something  he  bad 
claimed  responsibility  for  in  the  tape 
submitted  Monday. 

Shmuelevife's  cross-examination 
wSl  begin  on  Sunday. 
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A  policeman  drags  away  a  faaredi  demonstrator,  one  of  50  arrested  yesterday  Tor  disturbing  the 
peace  at  archeological  excavations  in  Jaffa.  Police  said  400  haredim  gathered  at  the  ate  and 
blocked  the  roadway,  preventing  trucks  from  leaving  the  dig.  A  large  police  contingent  was  sent  to 
disperse  the  demonstrators.  Those  who  refused  to  leave  were  arrested.  Wm;  FhotovUP) 
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discussions  between  Iranian  and 
Israeli  diplomats.** 

Israel  on  Tuesday  confirmed 
that  Germany  had  bees  talking 
with  Iran  about  Arad  but  said  die 
discwsSioHS  had  'pioilaceid’nb  in* 
formation- about  where  ,  he  is  -  bk 
whether  he  is  alive^ 

State-run  Teheran  Television, 
monitored  in  Cypres,  said  in  h 
commentary  that  “the  Iranian  na¬ 
tion  and  tire  Islamic  world  are 
wholly  accustomed  to  such  iies.’^ 
Teheran  Television  suggested 
that  the  German  report  aimed  to 
paint  Iran  in  a  conciliatory  light, 
and  show  that  it  had  given  up  its 
staunch  opposition  to  talks  with 

Israel. 
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Innovative 
'fertilization 
method 
i  succeeds 


NEWS 


JUDY  SIEGEL 

.TOR  the  first  time,  anywhere,  to 
the  worid,  AssaJ  Harofeh  Hospital 

'doctors  have  managed  to  projtoce 

'a  pregnancy  by  in-vitro  fertriiza- 
Ition  (TVF)  and  micromanipntotion 
iwith  the  completely  immotile 
Xsperm  of  a  man  suffering  from 
^Karta generis  Syndrome. 

’  His  wife  is  now  two  months 

-pregnant  with  twins. 

The  husband,  30,  and  his  wife, 

29,  had  been  trying  to  conceive  for 
eight  years.  The  husband  has  two 
brothers  also  suffering  from  fer¬ 
tility  problems. 

Experts  in  the  hospital's  tVF 
4init,  headed  by  Dr.  Rafael  Ron- 
IEL  found  that  the -man  had  a 
^‘reasonable  concentration  of 
'sperm  in  his  semen.  However) 
thev  were  not  motile,  making  it 
lextremelv  difficult  to  impregnate 
~  Ihis  wifevs  ova,  even  by  microma- 
^^nipulatkm  (injecting  the  ova  with 
^the  sperm  or  by  drilling  a  hole 
rinto  the  egg  and  shooting  it  m- 
-side). 

■;  Examination  of  the  sperm  un- 
der  an  electron  microscope  at 
'Bar-Uan  University’s  malefertil- 

dty  lab  found  be  was  suffering 
•from  Kartagener’s  Syndrome, 
which  affects  one  to  5,000  mem 
••  sperm  were  twice  inject ed  mto 
The  woman's  ova,  but  this  didnot 
-result  In  conception.  On  the  third 

'-try,  after  special  preparation  of 

4be  sperm  before  injection,  six  em- 
iryos  were  produced  <mt  of  IX 
jes gs.  Four  were  inserted  mto  the 
'woman’s  fallopiaii  tubes,  result-, 
log  in  fraternal-twin  fctnses. 

Ron-El  reported  yesterday  that 
the  Belgian  developers  of  the  mi- 

^manipulation  tectaiqne  ttat 

was  used  were  told  of  the  success. 


Weizman  commutes 
nine  life  sentences 

_ _  tciir  the  Basic  Law:  The 


PRESIDENT  Ezer  Weizman 
vesterdav  commuted  the  sen¬ 
tences  of' nine  people  serving  life 
sentences  for  murder. 

Five  of  the  sentences  were 
commuied  to  30  year,  and  the 
remainder  to  27.  They  wiU  also  be 
entitled  to  a  third  off  for  3°^ 
behavior. 

Yona  Avrushrai,  who  mur¬ 
dered  Emil  Gnrazweig  during  a 
Peace  Now  demonstration  in 
1983,  was  among  those  whose 
sentence  was  reduced  to  27  years. 

It  was  the  first  time  Weizman 
commuted  sentences  for  murder¬ 
ers  since  assuming  office. 

The  president  agreed  to  discuss 
specific  commutations  only  after 
Justice  Minister  David  Liba  t 
confirmed  that  legislation  was  be- 
ing  prepared,  as  Weizman  had 
requested,  both  with  regard  to 
the  means  of  panting  commuta¬ 
tion  and  to  the  length  of  the 
sentence. 

Early  yesterday  morning. 


BATSHEVA  tsur 


Weizman  held  a  prolonged  meet- 
mg^ith  Uba'i  to  discuss  se«ral 
c4s  that  had  been  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  Justice  Mmiary-  The 
?wo  are  expected  to  confer  agent 
soon  to  discuss  other  cases. 

Under  the  present  law  the 
punishment  for  murder  is  a  man¬ 
datory  life  sentence.  The  ^  leg¬ 
islation  would  give  the  couris  foe 
authority,  in  specific  cases,  to 
their  own  judgment  as  to  whether 
murderer  can  serve  less  than 
life.  Such  legislation  is  expected 
to  be  introduced  within  the  next 

k^second  hill  would  set  up  an 
advisory  committee  on  commute; 
lions,  headed  by  a  judge  which 
would  be  empowered  to  discuss 
commutation  -  but  only  after  sev 
cn  years.  It  would  not  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  commute  a  sentence  to  less 
than  30  years.  .  . 

The  president's  right,  under 


the  Basic  Law:  The  President  to  . 
pardon  offenders  wouM  remain 
in  effect  under  the  new 

1C¥S'  Service  Commissioner 
Aiyeh  Bibi  said  the  service  »oidd 
study  Weizman's  decision  and 
men  decide  how  to  treat  those 
whose  sentences  have  been 
commuied. 

Bibi  said  that  the  cell  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  prisoners  in  question 
will  not  be  changed;  however, 
they  may  become  eligible  for  fur¬ 
loughs  as  long  as  they  are  not  a 
danger  to  the  public. 

Ophir  Pines,  head  of  the  Pris¬ 
oner  Rehabilitation  Authority, 
praised  Weizman  for  commuting 
the  life  sentences,  but  expressed 
disappointment  that  only  nine 
had  benefited  from  the  decision, 

after  a  year’s  delay. 

He  said  he  hoped  Weizman 
and  Liba'i  would  continue  with 
the  process  and  commute  the  sen¬ 
tences  of  11  other  prisoners. 


More  sleep  for  students  - 
4  zero  hour’  canceled 

fll,:i^rAn  on  U 


One  °f  toee 

-serve.  They  were  brought  over^^  „  Autoity) 
forestry  and  wfldlife  groups.  - - - - 


GOOD  news  for  parents  who 
have  to  wake  up  their  sleepy  chil¬ 
dren  for  7:30  am  classes:  She  at 
efes  (zero  hour)  is  going  to  be 
canceled. 

Education  Ministry  Director- 
General  Shimshon  Shosbam  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  as  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  all  elementary  and 
junior  high  school  classes  will 
start  at  8  a.m.  He  said  that  m 


BATSHEVA  TSUR 

certain  areas,  such  as  the  hot  Ior¬ 
dan  Valley,  exceptions  would  be 
made  if  the  schools  requested  it. 

A  recent  study  by  sleep  expert 
Prof.  Peretz  Lavie  revealed  that 
children  who  get  up  very  early 
have  trouble  concentrating  and 
remaining  awake  during  classes. 
According  to  Lavie.  most  school- 


children  go  to  bed  late  and  try  to 

make  up  lost  sleep  during  the  af¬ 
ternoons,  thus  losing  time  for 

homework  and  extracurricular 

activities.  ,  .  . 

Asked  whether  the  decision 
was  influenced  by  *he  study  s 
findings,  an  Education  Ministry 
spokesman  said  it  had  been  under 
discussion  long  before  the  re¬ 
search  was  published. 


re  told  of  the  success-  J  _ _ _ 

Knesset  committee  hears  pgt  °f  womra 
whose  husbands  remarry  wrthout  divorce 

UAT  COLLINS  band  will  be  gra 

_ --  «iiVin  —  1  n 


WHAT  happens  to  a  woman  who 
wakes  tote  her  hustand 

has  taken  another  Ao°i^ 

ing  to  several  who  addressed 
Knesset  Committee  on 
of  Women,  they  lose  weiyfomg. 
j- _ nnuMdons.  home  and 


EVELYN  GORDON 

A  JEWISH  woman  who  became  a 
covered  that  next  week  her  hus-  Jchovah-s  witness  must  still  give 
band  will  be  granted  a  penal  to  ^  chfldren  a  Jewish'educauon,  the 

.  -rah.c  trv  re-  marry  a  second  wife,  and  that  the  $  me-  Q^t  ruled  yesterday. 

,  received  an  protect  the  women  s  ngh  rabbinical  court  had  invalidated  ^  a  unanimous  decision,  Justices 

said  they  had  nevm  vr  ^  ^ve^the  reason  for  the  ruling  ^  of  discussion  on  the  Meir  Shamgar,  Theodor  Orr.  Btahu 

explanation;  othe  and  be 'allowed  to  appeal*-  .  division  of  property,  alimony  and  Yitzhak  Zamir  and  Tova 

husbands  were  allowed  to  raw:  c  mminee  chairwoman  Limor  ™  J  her  kevuba  (mamage  -  -  ---»  - - - 

second  wife  because  of  long-  - -  would 

_ -KphURETl  the 


Stan  at  8  am  He  said  mat  m  - - - - 

Court  to  Jehovah’s  Witness:  Pol^*nd 

Kids  must  study  Judaism  during  ;lltack 

EVELYN  GORDON  __ 


on  inmate 

amir  rozenbut 


the  police  yesterday  said  they  were 
surprised  at  charges  by  M'J*' 
Children  Inleniauonal  (DCI)  mat 
..  ...  u~a  foJicH  m  nronerlv  in- 


ing  .0  severe!  who  EESTSi  allied  •  .  “°Co^Tcia^oman  Limor  0 “JEM  » 

Knesset  Committee  on  Ok  StaTO  ”“ond  wife  because  of  long-  .  “Trrtwd!  said  she  would  ,  r^“led  ihat  ac- 

of  Women,  they  lose  standing  arguments  ^etwee\  ^  Justicc  Minister  David  pba’t  ^  vaiue  of  her  ketuba 

dignity,  possessions,  home  and  oPm-  Xufa^euding  the  rabbintcal  «*JI  »  raarried,  she 

fhilriren.  .  rnnimittee  decided  _  ilnfinttC  OT1  the  subject  toe  aay  _  „ . 


-  -  UJUple  on  Oiviumg  rrr--'- 

children.  The  committee  decided  tnai 

The  committee  was  ^  ^jt  of  women  to  appear ’be¬ 
lts  discussions  on  the  to**  fore  the  president  of  the  Rabbim- 

courts’  permits  for  men  to  many  we  Jr  Appeals  before  the 
second  wives  without  forcing  o7the  taking  of  a 

their  first  ones.  second  wife  must  be  anchored 

11  decided  10 

Court  delays  ruling 
on  surrogate  mothers 

.  ..raciordav  that  it  would  delay 


ask  Justice 

about  amending  the  rabbinical 
court  regulations  on  the  subjert- 
Every  year  between  10  and  14 
permits  to  take  second  wives  we 

Wanted,  most  of  them  to  hus- 

Ks  whose  wives  are  mentally 

ill  or  have  disappeared. 

One  woman  told  how  she 


contract.  I  anc  ,  , 

cording  to  the  value  of  her  ketub* 
the  day  she  was  roarned,  she 
would  receive  less  than  NTS  1. 

Another  woman  said  her  hus¬ 
band  had  been  granted  a  permit 
because  the  rabbis  clamed  she 
hud  not  agreed  to  divorce  hun, 
even  though  she  said  she  would 


Aloni:  Private  firms 
won’t  replace  pay  phones 

JUDY  SIEGEL 


at  issue  here,  but  stressed  that  chil¬ 
dren  also  have  the  nghl  to  freedom 
of  religion  and  conscience.  For  in¬ 
stance;  he  notecUhe  law  governing 

conversions  states  that  chtUren  nn- 

m  a  uuoum,.—  — ,  j._  1 2  can  be  converted  only  wi  ^-tmaren  mm  Mauve.—  \ — •  . 

Meir  Shamgar,  Theodor  Orr.Hiahu  consent  of  both  parents  or  the  they  lhev  had  failed  to  properly  m- 

Mazza,  Yitzhak  7*^,  J?  f  court  while  for  children  12  or  older,  yJ|igale  ^  bearing  of  a  16-year- 

Strasberg-Cohen  said  the  conversion  requires  their  consent  as  d  b  his  cellmates  in  the  Negev 

the  children  -  who  had  been  wsra  ^  ^  ^nsem  of  both  parents.  Dist/Cl  locWup. 

as  Jews  until  now  and  are  st'U  hvrng  u  casC)  shamgar  said,  only  ^  said  it  had  complained  about 
in  a  Jewish  society  -  outweighed  the  »  ^  ^  children  were  12  or  ,L .  n«  lanuarv  2-  and 

"Wtheris  right  10  edurara  he^  oWcr,  tal  he  saw  no ,  »wr .  tc .  <hffer- 

entiate  between  them  ana  ineu 
tounger  sibling. 

he  said,  they  were  bora  and  raiswi 
Jewish;  they  lived  in  a  Jewish ^envi- 
coraingiy. au.u® y-**- ronmenl,  where  being  educated  in 
er,  the  woman  joined  Jetovahs  ^  ^  m[y  t0  c.use 

Witnesses,  and  wanted  to  begin  eau  „ ,  ,L„;,  ornnn:  and 

i,..r  r*hnriran  in  her  new  faith- 


mother1  s  ngm  10 

dren  in  the  religion  of  her  choree. 

The  case  Involved  a  couple  who 
were  both  Jewish  when  they  mar¬ 
ried,  and  raised  their  children  ac- 

^Bly.Somey^latef,=s 


Witnesses, andwitedtob^^  ” wTrii  UiTir  pee/gtoup;  and 
caring  her  children  in  her  new  faith-  pro  d  n0  dwire  to  join 

SeThusband  objected,  however,  and  ^“^tnesses.  .  , 

the  two  eventually  brought  their  dis-  m _ u*  cairi.  the  children  s 

in  the  Tel  Aviv  District  Court. 


®  that  it  would  delay  by  ......  Bezek’s  public  phones.  Meanwhile, 

„.  .  p-urt  nf  Justice  decided  yester  y  demaild[no  to  have  a  THE  Communications  Ministry  Bezek  and  Jordan’s  communura- 

a  ruling  on  a  petition  from  corq>  Ministry  time  gght  to  ensure  that  coto-operaw  miDisler  inaugurated  a  new- 

Zv  tofmd  Tsolvtion  ™  ^Tmorities  would  put  Uc  phonos. 

,nfJ1SEL£fc3!K  *• d 


UVe  tWO  CVCUluonj  — =r-\  ry 

nute  to  the  Tel  Aviv  District  Court. 

In  1993,  the  district  court  ruled 
that  the  children  could  not  be  edu¬ 
cated  as  Jehovah’s  Witnesses.  The 
woman  then  appealed  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  charging  that  her  tree- 
mneripnee  and  religion  was 


hovan  s 

Therefore,  he  said,  thechddrens 
interest  in  continuing  to  be  educated 
as  Jews  was  so  strong  that  it  clearly 
outweighed  the  mother’s  rights  in 

Shamgar  also  noted  that  whenev- 
_  .  . _ ^  tvii-c  nnr  in  eel 


of  jerusaicui-  **IAq 

Rally  in  »•*“ 

S^ffiggasss?.. 

ss^ssss?1- 

^5g^rsasa=-“ 
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Communications  Minister  Shula- 
mit  Aloni  yesterday  told  the  Knesset 

Economics  Committee  that  she  will 

see  to  it  that  public  telephone  ser- 

is  reliable  and  cheap.  Ust  11 

week,  she  signed  regulations  setting 
quotas  for  the  number  of  Bezes. 
phones  that  must  be  installed  in  pub¬ 
lic  areas. 

Hospitals  must  have  a  Telecard- 
or  credit-card-operated  Beak  phoue 
in  each  public  area,  including  emer 
gency  rooms  and  outpatient  clmira. 
Educational  institutions i  must  have 
one  phone  for  eveiy  SO  student^ 
seaports,  one  for  eveiy  250  meteis 
of  running  space;  airports,  two  for 
every  10  meters’  length  of  public 
halls;  shopping  centers,  one  for  ev¬ 
ery  five  shops;  central  .bus  stations, 
one  for  every  platform;  one  phone  m 
every  gas  station;  a  phone  for  every 
250  seats  in  cinemas,  sports  facul¬ 
ties,  and  theaters;  four  phones  in 
railroad  stations;  hotels,  one  phone 
for  each  50  rooms;  and  youth  hos¬ 
tels,  one  for  every  25  rooms. 

The  committee  met  about  regula¬ 
tions  regarding  hotels,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  discussions  on  the  other  loca¬ 
tions  in  future  sessions. 

Ministry  spokesman  Moshe  Perl 
said  the  ministry  had  never  expected 
that  deals  would  be  made  between 
private  phone  equipment  companies 
and  hotels  and  other  places,  with  me 
aim  of  keeping  Bezek's  public 
phones  out. 

Perl  added  that  these  phones’ 
message  units  are  shorter  than  Be¬ 
zek’s,  making  calls  from  them  more 
expensive.  Their  minimum  charge  is 

MIC  1  wimwarwi  In  SO  aHOlDt  for 


countries,  riuu*  ^  -  -  ... _ 

service  can  be  reached  by  calling 

177-96n-*,7“7. 

The  volume  of  calls  between  the 
two  countries  has  reached  1-5  mil¬ 
lion  minutes  a  month. 


preme  Court,  charging ;  ttaj :  ter Tree-  ±e.  ^  tries  not  to  get 

dom  of  conscience  and  rebgwnw '  ^  ^  ■  disputes  between  par- 

being  violated  by  the  court  s  reM  mvoi^  ^  v  educale  lheir  chvl- 
to  allow  her  to  educate  her  children  ^  ^  hoWever.  the  con- 

in  her  own  faith.  .  n:-.  between  the  parents  had  been 

Shamgar,  who  wrote  the  sufficiently  damaging  to  the  chil- 

opinion  (Strasberg-Cohen  ^  comffcl.  obiiga-ed  ,o 

- - 


L/V.  I  3luu  ■>  - r  , 

the  incident  on  January  2-,  and 
again  on  January  30,  requestmg  an 
immediate  investigation,  but  has  yet 
to  receive  a  reply,  despite  a  promise 
of  action  from  the  district  officer. 

In  response.  Southern  District  po¬ 
lice  spokesman  Ch.-SupL  Shalom 
Ben-Hamo  said:  *‘We  are  talking 
about  a  young  immigrant  from  the 
CIS,  who  was  being  held  on  suspi¬ 
cion  of  selling  drags.  He  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  his  cellmates,  who  were 
his  age.  When  the  guards  realized 
that  he  was  being  beaten,  he  was 
removed  from  the  cell. 

“A  youth  investigator  was  imme¬ 
diately  summoned,  and  look  the 
youth’s  complaint.  The  investigator 
'also  identified  the  assailants,  and  an 
indictment  against  them  waspre- 
semed  to  Beersheba  Juvenile  Court- 
The  police  acted  according  to  the 
law,  and  don’t  understand  the  basis 
for  the  association's  charges. 
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Anglo-Irish  plan  meets  Protestant  opposition 


BRITAIN  and  Ireland  unveiled  bold 
plans  for  a  Northern  Ireland  political 
settlement  yesterday  but  ran  into  a  wall 
of  rejection  by  pro-British  Protestants 
who  said  the  two  were  hatching  a  coven 
plan  to  reunite  Ireland. 

British  Prime  Minister  John  Major 
and  his  Irish  counterpart,  John  Bruton, 
said  their  “framework  document”  was 
an  anempt  to  build  on  a  six-month-old 
guerrilla  ce3se-fire  and  create  a  lasting 
settlement  to  25  years  of  conflict. 

“Read  it,  study  it,  think  about  it, 
discuss  it.  talk  about  it...  let  it  mature. 
Think  of  the  overall  prize  that  lies  at  the 
end,”  Major  implored  Protestant 
Unionists,  who  want  to  stay  British  and 
fear  Dublin's  involvement  in  any 
initiative. 


But  the  immediate  reaction  of  Union¬ 
ists  representing  the  60  percent  Protes¬ 
tant  majority  was  condemnation,  echo¬ 
ing  the  fury  that  torpedoed  a  similar 
plan  in  1973. 

*i  believe  this  whole  thing  is  totally 
unworkable.  It  is  not  a  document  for 
discussion  but  a  manifesto  leading  to 
the  creation  of  a  united  Ireland,"  Ulster 
Unionist  parliamentarian  William  Ross 
said  three  hours  after  the  plan  was 
launched. 

He  and  other  Unionists  fear  the  plan 
panders  to  Sinn  Fein,  the  political  wing 
of  IRA  guerrillas  who  fought  for  25 
years  to  drive  Britain  flora  the  province 
until  a  cease-fire  last  year. 

“You  have  sold  out  the  Union  [with 
Britain].*'  hard-line  Unionist  leader  Ian 
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Paisley  said  in  a  statement  to  Major. 

Major  later  returned  to  London, 
where  he  delivered  a  passionate  defense 
of  the  plan  to  parliament  and  won 
strong  backing  from  all  parties,  except 
the  Unionists. 

Accused  by  Unionist  Ken  Maginnis 
of  promoting  a  “dishonorable  blueprint 
for  an  all-Ireland,"  Major  said  he  was 
determined  to  break  Northern  Ireland's 
“spiral  of  despair.*' 

“It  is  right  to  try,"  he  said.  *T  don’t 
believe  any  prime  minister  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Kingdom...  could  or  should  sit  in 
Downing  Street  without  actively  trying 


to  find  a  way  out  of  the  problems  that 
have  existed  for  so  long.” 

Sinn  Fein  President  Gerry  Adams 
said  the  determination  of  the  two  gov¬ 
ernments  to  press  ahead  with  a  joint 
plan  showed  that  Britain's  1920s  parti¬ 
tion  of  Ireland  was  “a  failure.” 

“There  are  some  issues  which  of 
course  we  would  not  like  but  I  think 
that  the  general  sense  of  the  document 
is  that  an  internal  settlement  cannot  be 
a  solution...  the  ethos  is  of  an  all-Ire¬ 
land  dimension,"  he  told  Reuters. 

Major  refused  to  put  a  timetable  on 
the  plan  and  ministers  admit  it  could  be 


several  months  before  political  parties 
are  ready  to  sit  down  and  discuss  it 

The  three-point  plan  includes  a  new 
Northern  Ireland  Assembly,  cross-bor¬ 
der  bodies  to  cement  trust  and  econom¬ 
ic  cooperation,  and  British  and  Irish 
pledges  to  change  rival  claims  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  province  of  1-5  mil- 
lion  people. 

It  tries  to  enshrine  equal  treatment 
for  the  twin  traditions  of  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  -  Protestant  Unionists  who  pledge 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown  and 
Catholic  Irish  Nationalists. 

“It  is  a  framework  for  discussion,  not 
a  blueprint  to  be  imposed  over  the 
heads  of  anyone,"  Bruton  said.  "Its 
purpose  is  to  facilitate  not  to  pre-empt 
dialogue." 
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Ireland  assembly  elected  by  proportion- 
al  representation  to  share  power  be¬ 
tween  the  60  percent  Protestant  major-  - 
ity  and  Catholic  minority. 

•  changing  Britain’s  and  Ireland  s  con- ; 
stirurional  claims  to  Northern  Ireland  to  : 
put  the  onus  on  its  people  tc  work  out 
new  relationships  within  the  province 

and  with  Ireland  * 

•  setting  up  a  cross-border  bod}  from  - 
the  Assembly  and  the  Irish  parliament  ; 
to  oversee  economic  cooperation.  Its  * 
decisions  would  have  to  be  reached  by  • 
unanimity,  giving  all  sides  a  veto. 

•  drafting  a  bill  of  rights  to  safeguard 

the  cultural  and  civil  rights  of  Unionists 
and  Nationalists.  [Reuter) 


France  accuses 
five  Americans 
of  snving 


for 


PARIS  tAP)  -  France  has  ac¬ 
cused  four  American  diplomats 
and  a  fifth  US  citizen  of  political, 
military  and  economic  spying  and 
asked  them  to  leave  the  country. 
French  officials  said  yesterday. 

Hours  after  the  spying  allega¬ 
tions  were  first  reported  by  the 
newspaper  Le  Monde.  US  .Am¬ 
bassador  Pamela  Harriman  went 
to  the  offices  of  Premier  Edouard 
Balladur.  It  was  not  known  who 
requested  (he  meeting,  and  no 
details  of  what  was  discussed 
were  immediately  available. 

French  media  described  the  af¬ 
fair  as  the  worst  diplomatic  rift 
between  the  two  allies  since  a 
Paris  newspaper  published  ihe 
names  of  purported  CLA  agents 
in  France  in  IV^d. 

Harriman  declined  comment  as 
she  left  her  30-minute  meeting 
with  Balladur  and  his  aides.  Bal- 
ladur's  office  said  the  affair 
"should  be  handled  with  the 
greatest  possible  discretion"  by 
the  two  nation's  spy  agencies. 
'According  to  Le  Monde.  Inte¬ 
rior  Minister  Charles  Pasqua 
wrote  in  a  February  IS  letter  to 
President  Francois  Mitterrand 
that  the  five  Americans  worked 
for  the  CIA  and  were  guilt}  of 
■'acts  of  interference."  including 
attempts  to  recruit  aides  to  cabi¬ 
net  ministers. 

The  letter  reportedly  said  the 
five  -  purportedly  including  the 


CIA  station  chief  for  France  - 
were  uncovered  in  a  "long,  de¬ 
tailed  investigation"  by  the  Di¬ 
rection  for  Territorial  Surveil¬ 
lance,  or  DST,  France's  counter¬ 
intelligence  service. 

Late  yesterday,  in  the  first  offi¬ 
cial  statement  on  the  affair, 
France's  Interior  and  Foreign 
ministries  issued  a  joint  commu¬ 
nique  confirming  that  several 
Americans,  including  diplomats, 
had  been  asked  to  leave  because 
of  "activities  incompatible  with 
their  status  in  France"  -  diplo¬ 
matic  jargon  for  espionage. 

"The  French  government 
stresses  that  (his  matter  should 
not  put  into  question  the  solid 
and  longstanding  friendship  be¬ 
tween  France  and  the  United 
States,'*  the  statement  said. 

French  officials,  requesting  an¬ 
onymity,  said  France  stopped 
short  of  ordering  the  five  ex¬ 
pelled  and  had  asked  the  United 
Slates  to  withdraw  them  rapidly. 
They  said  the  five,  over  a  period 
of  wo  to  three  years,  had  been 
gathering  information  of  high- 
technology  military  products  and 
other  economic  activities. 

In  Washington.  White  House 
press  secretary  Mike  McCurrv 
said.  "There  is  precious  little  I 
can  say  at  this  moment.  There  are 
some  discussions  under  way  pri¬ 
vately  with  the  French 
government." 


95  inmates,  4  guards 
killed  in  Algerian 
prison  mutiny 


ALGIERS  (AP)  -  Security  forces 
crushed  a  prison  revolt  by  Islamic 
militants  yesterday,  killing  al 
least  95  inmates  after  four  guards 
were  taken  hostage  and  had  their 
throats  slit,  authorities  said 

Officials  said  inmates  armed 
with  homemade  knives  and  other 
weapons  took  seven  guards  hos¬ 
tage  Tuesday,  then  began  orga¬ 
nizing  an  escape  of  up  to  1,000 
jailed  Islamic  militants  and  regu¬ 
lar  prisoners. 

Four  of  the  guards  were  mur¬ 
dered,  and  more  than  a  dozen 
other  prison  employees  and  secu¬ 
rity  forces  members  were  injured 
during  the  rebellion.  Justice  Min¬ 
ister  Mohammed  Tegoia  said  on 
state  radio. 

Security  officials  later  said  at 
least  95  inmates  were  lolled  by 


the  security  forces,  including  two 
jailed  leaders  of  the  Armed  Is¬ 
lamic  Group,  the  most  hard-line 
of  the  guerrilla  organizations 
fighting  to  topple  the 
government 

Also  lulled,  the  officials  said,, 
was  Lembarek  Bouraaarafi,  con¬ 
victed  of  the  1992  assassination  of 
President  Mohammed  BoudiaL 

Unofficial  press  reports  said, 
the  initial  revolt  involved  about ’ 
40  or  50  of  the  hundreds  of  Islam- . 
ic  extremists  at  the  prison. 

The  Justice  Ministry  said  aH 
the  mutineers  had  been  jailed  for 
involvement  in  the  three-year  in-; 
surgency  waged  by  Moslem  mili¬ 
tants  against  the  army-backed 
government.  An  estimated 
30.000  people  have  been  killed  in 
the  conflict. 
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Steve  Fossett  collects  his  balloon  Tuesday  after  he  landed  at  dusk  in  a  farmer’s  field  near  Leader, 
Saskatchewan.  The  50-year-old  American  stockbroker  became  the  first  person  to  fly  solo  across  the 
Pacific,  covering  more  than  10,000  kilometers  on  the  four-day  flight.  /  (AP), 


Mandela  to  meet 
Buthelezi,  de  Klerk 
to  resolve  crisis 


Russians  shell  towns 
close  to  Grozny 

GOITY,  Russia  (Reuter)  -  Russian  forces  shelled  rebel  fighters  and 
villages  close  to  ihe  Chechen  capital  Grozny  yesterday  and  said  they 
had  foiled  a  push  to  break  through  their  lines  into  the  shattered  city. 

Chechens  in  Goitv,  just  south  of  Grozny,  said  they  had  come  under 
fire  during  the  night  for  the  first  time.  Shelling  of  Alkhanyurt,  west  of 
the  *  capital,  was  also  clearly  audible  when  a  Reuter  correspondent 
visited  Goity  before  noon. 

Itar-Tass  news  agency  said  the  rebels  had  simultaneously  attacked 
Russian  positions  from  the  north  and  south  of  Grozny  during  the  night 
but  were  repulsed  with  heavy  artillery  fire. 

Top  Russian  commanders  ruled  out  talks  with  the  rebels  on  Tues¬ 
day.  But  Tass  quoted  sources  close  to  the  Mozdok  military  command 
as  saying  yesterday  that  negotiations  were  still  possible  if  the  Chechens 
met  a  series  of  conditions. 


Youth  killed 
by  men  pasting  up 
right-wing  posters 
in  Paris  campaign 

PARIS  (AP)  -  Men  putting  up 
campaign  posters  for  the  ex¬ 
treme-right  National  Front 
opened  fire  on  a  group  of  immi¬ 
grant  youths,  killing  a  17-year-old 
from  Africa,  police  said 
yesterday. 

it  was  the  first  serious  political 
violence  of  France's  presidential 
campaign,  and  raised  fears  of 
possible  rioting  in  the  low-in¬ 
come,  heavily  immigrant  Mar¬ 
seille  neighborhood  where  the 
shooting  occurred  late  Tuesday. 

Three  suspects  were  taken  into 
custody  yesterday  afternoon.  Po¬ 
lice  said  they  were  National  Front 
members  but  declined  to  identify 
them  for  fear  their  families  might 
be  endangered. 


Police:  Nicole  probably 
was  killed  first 
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LOS  ANGELES  -  Nicole  Brawn 
Simpson  was  probably  attacked 
before  Ronald  Goldman  because 
she  had  no  blood  on  the  bottoms 
of  her  feet  from  the  carnage,  a 
lead  detective  in  the  OJ.  Simp¬ 
son  case  testified  Tuesday. 

In  a  gripping  and  often  grue- 
some  description  of  how  the 
crime  scene  looked  the  day  after 
the  June  12  murders.  Detective 
Toro  Lange,  the  first  of  the  two 
lead  investigators  to  take  the 
stand,  said  Goldman  apparently 
put  up  a  tremendous  struggle  be¬ 
fore  be  was  stabbed  to  death  be¬ 
cause  he  had  defensive  wounds 
on  the  outside  of  his  left  hand  and 
because  there  appeared  to  be 
freshly  dug  din  near  his  body. 
“This  was  done  with  the  flailing 
of  feet,"  Lange  said. 

His  body  lay  about  four  feet 
from  Nicole  Simpson’s  in  a  4-by- 
6-foot  area  outside  her  Brent¬ 
wood  condo,  Lange  said  There 
was  blood  on  the  soles  and  other 
areas  of  his  white  sneakers. 

As  for  Nicole  Simpson,  he 
said,  “the  victim  was  more  than 
likely  struck  before  there  was  any 
blood  that  flowed  3od  perhaps 
went  down  initially  before  a  fight 
really  ensued  with  the  other  vic¬ 
tim  and  didn’t,  obviously  didn't, 


walk  through  the  blood  during 
the  struggle,"  he  said. 

On  direct  questioning  by  Dep¬ 
uty  District  Attorney  Marcia 
Clark,  Lange  described  a  trail  of 
bloody  footprints  and  blood 
droplets  and  photographs  of  the 
bodies.  One  photo  showed  Gold¬ 
man's  body  lying  in  shrubbery, 
“curled  around  a  stump,”  inside 
the  gated  area  of  the  walkway. 
The  left  leg  of  his  blue  jeans  was 
soaked  with  blood  and  bis  shirt 
was  partially  pulled  up,  exposing 
his  stomach.  A  pager  and  a  set  of 
keys,  later  identified  as  Gold- 
man's,  were  found  nearby  along 
with  the  leather  glove,  blue-knit 
watchcap  and  white  envelope 
containing  Nicole  Simpson's 
mother’s  glasses. 

On  cross  examination,  defense 
lawyer  Johnnie  Cochran  asked 
Lange  about  the  struggle  at  the 
scene,  suggesting  that  defensive 
wounds  on  Goldman’s  hand  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  wearing  a  ring 
and  carrying  keys  would  indicate 
that  he  may  have  injured  his  kill¬ 
er. 

Witnesses  who  saw  Simpson 
within  an  hour  of  the  murders 
said  they  saw  no  injuries. 

"It's  apparent  that  he  put  up  a 
fight,  yes,”  Lange  said.  Newsday 


CAPE  TOWN  (Reuter)  -  South 
African  President  -prison  Man- 
dela  will  meet  Deputy  President.. 
F.W.  de  Klerk  and  Zulu-  leader 
Mangosnthn  Buthelezi  within 
days  to  resolve  a  crisis  in  his  post¬ 
apartheid  coalition,  a  cabinet 
source  said  yesterday. 

Buthelezi  charging  that  he  bad 
been  betrayed  by  Mandela  and  de 
Klerk,  on  Tuesday  led  his  43  In- 
katha  Freedom  Party  members 
out  of  the  country's  first  demo¬ 
cratic  parliament. 

He  said  he  would  ask  a  special 
party  congress  next  month  wheth¬ 
er  to  return  to  parliament  and 
whether  be  should  remain  in  the 
transitional  government  of  na¬ 


tional  unity  as  minister  of  home 

.  *1  do  not  see  how  anyone  who  is 
betrayed  as  l  have  been  can  ever 
take  the  word  of  those  who  have 
betrayed  him,"  he  said. 

Buthelezi  said  he  felt  betrayed 
because  Mandela  and  de  Klerk 
had  foiled  to  implement  an  April, 
1994,  agreement  to  submit  In- 
katha’s  constitutional  demands  to 
forei&i  mediation. 

De  Klerk,  leader  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Party,  which  surrendered  pow¬ 
er  to  Mandela's  African  National 
Congress  in  last  .April’s  democra¬ 
cy  elections,  proposed  a  crisis, 
summit  in  a  statement  after  talks 
with  Buthelezi  yesterday. 


Lithuania  reopens  case  against 
alleged  Nazi  following  protests 

day,  does  not  mean  Llieikis  will  ' 
automatically  be  charged,  only 
that  the  case  will  be  reopened. 

Before  Tuesday’s  announce¬ 
ment,  Jewish  groups  at  home  and 
abroad  complained  that  Lithua¬ 
nia  was  trying  to  duck  responsi-  ' 
bility  for  bringing  a  former  Nazi 
to  jastice. 

The  Lithuanian  president  and 
prime  minister  also  expressed  dis- ' 
pleasure  with  the  decision  two  ' 
weeks  ago  to  dose  the  case  against 
Liliekis,  accused  of  complicity  in 
murdering  of  scores  of  Jews. 

Press  reports  speculated  that 
Lithuanian  President  Algirdas  * 
Brazauskas  was  anxious  to  have ; 
the  decision  reversed  in  advance 
of  his  February  28  trip  to  Israel  . 


TALLINN,  Estonia  (AP)  -  After 
a  storm  of  protest  from  Jews  and 
dismay  from  US  officials,  Lithua¬ 
nia  has  reversed  a  controversial 
decision  not  to  prosecute  an  al¬ 
leged  Nazi  war  criminal  from 
Massachusetts. 

Officials  said  the  initial  deri¬ 
sion  not  to  pursue  charges  against 
87 -year-o Id  Aleksandras  Lileikis 
was  because  of  insufficient  evi¬ 
dence  was  made  in  haste. 

"The  feeling-  is  that  not  all  the 
documents  were  looked  at  and 
some  were  looked  at  too  quick¬ 
ly,”  government  press  spokes¬ 
man  Vilius  Kavaliauskas  told  AP 
in  a  phone  interview  yesterday. 

The  new  ruling  by  the  prosecu¬ 
tor's  office,  announced  late  Tues- 
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T-SHIRTS,  those  American 
wardrobe  bases,  have  their 
own  sliding  scale  of  trendi¬ 
ness.  Despite  similar  construc¬ 
tion  and  cotton  content,  they 
continue  to  evolve  with  the  times. 

Sophisticates  wear  them  plain 
-  in  black  or  white  -  confident 
that  their  own  wit  is  superior  to 
any  manufactured  slogan.  Then 
there  are  the  folks  who  are  so  out 
of  the  loop  that  they  actually  ap¬ 
pear  in  public  imprinted  with 
something  that  Says  “Foxy 
Lady."  “Don't  worry,  be  happy" 
or  *Ttn  with  stupid.” 

In  between,  there  are  new  en¬ 
tries  daily,  speaking  up  for  the 
most  current  adjustments  in  tife- 
stvle. 

The  latest  on  line  are  “Emoti¬ 
cons"  T-shirts  from  Netwear. 
With  the  Internet  culture  devel¬ 
oping  its  own  language,  could  T- 
shirts  be  far  behind?  The  white 
Ts  are  imprinted  with  symbols 
derived  from  standard  keyboard 
characters  that  Internet  users  ap¬ 
ply  to  express  emotions  or  physi¬ 
cal  characteristics. 

As  the  shirt  promotion  says, 
“Emoticons  have  a  different  way 
-of  looking  at  the  world.  Just  tilt 
your  head  to  the  left  and  smile. 
For  example,  the  Emoticon  sym¬ 
bol  for  “happy"  is  :),  a  smiley 


face  seen  sideways.  “Bummer" 
types  up  as  :(. 

For  folks  who  have  found  the 
prescription  for  dealing  with  this 
stress-filled  world  there  is  the 
"Nobody  Knows  I'm  on  Prozac” 
T-shirt.  It’s  ,  the  newest  message 
from  Don’t  Panic!  Designs,  the 
stores  and  catalog  that  cater  to  a 
gay  and  lesbian  clientele. 

Jeff  Wentzel,  spokesman  for 
the  company,  feels  “Prozac 
Pride"  is  the  next  wave  of  social 
evolution  as  more  people  come 
out  and  admit  their  need  for  emo¬ 
tional  adjustment. 

The  US  Postal  Service,  flush 
with  its  success  with  the  Elvis 
stamp,  has  entered  into  a  licens¬ 
ing  agreement  to  reproduce  some 
of  the  best  stamp  designs  from  its 
150-year  history  on  T-shirts  and 
other  casual  attire. 

Postmark  American  Wear  will 
start  marketing  the  clothing  in 
March. 

The  stamp  design  themes  will 
include  wildlife,  sports,  movie 
stars  and  the  environment. 

American  Eagle  Apparel,  the 
license  holder,  will  have  access  to 
the  Postal  Service's  archives  as  a 
resource,  and  the  clothing  will 
have  tags  or  prints  of  the  original 
stamp  that  inspired  the  de¬ 
sign.  (The  Baltimore  Sun) 


Assemble  your  kitchen  from  a  kit 


OFF  THE  SHELF 


MARTHA  MEISELS 


Ambitious  do-it-your- 

selfers  can  baild  their 
own  kitchen  cabinets 
with  kits  newly  available  at  Home 
Center  branches.  The  DIY  chain 
estimates  it  takes  30  minutes  to 
assemble  each  cupboard  unit 
Home  Center  contends  that 
householders  can  save  thou¬ 
sands,  or  even  tens  of  thousands, 
of  shekels  this  way.  It  claims  that 
professionally  installed  kitchen 
cabinets  today  cost  homeowners 
between  NIS  15,000  and 
NIS  50,000. 

At  the  DTY  chain,  a  four-meter 
length  of  upper  and  lower  cabi¬ 
nets  costs  between  NIS  3,000  and 
NIS  8,000.  The  price  range  re¬ 
flects  the  choice  of  doors  -  which 
can  be  coated  with  melamine  or 
Formica-type  .  formica-coated 
with  wooden  frames  or  solid 
wood.  The  cupboards  themselves 
are  made  of  compressed  chip¬ 
board  coated  with  melamine. 

Chipboard  (in  Hebrew  sibil )  is 
the  material  commonly  used  by 
the  industrialized  kitchen  cabinet 
companies.  Many  carpenters  and 
manufacturers  offer  the  more  ex¬ 
pensive  option  of  plywood 
(called  locally  sendvich)  for  the 
cabinet  walls  and  floors,  but 
Home  Center  does  not. 

The  DIY  cupboard  kits  are 
made  by  a  local  manufacturer  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  specifications  set 
by  Home  Center,  which  labels  its 
house-brand  products  “Home 
Line."  The*  chain  provides  free 
professional  advice  on  designing 
a  kitchen  and  cupboard  assem¬ 
bly.  Each  kit  comes  with  printed 
instructions,  thus  far  in  Hebrew 
only. 

The  assembled  cabinets  are  all 
75*  centimeters  high  and  32  cm. 
deep.  In  widths,  there  is  a  choice 
of  60  cm.  or  SO  cm.  with  double 
doors,  and  30  an.  or  40  cm.  for 
single-door  units. 

The  chain  points  out  that, 
apart  from  price,  another  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  DIY  kitchen  system  is 
that  it  is  available  immediately, 
whereas  orders  for  commercial 
kitchen  cabinets  are  usually  filled 
after  three  months. 

The  kitchen  kits  are  sold  at  aU 
five  Home  Center  branches:  in 
Rishon  Lezion,  Bnei  Brak/Ra- 
raat  Gan  (opposite  the  Ayalon 
shopping  mall),  Haifa.  Beersbe- 
ba  and  Ashdod.  .The  chain  head¬ 
quarters  can  be  reached  at  (03) 
579-9930.  .  . 

These  stores  also  offer  almost 
everything  else  to  equip  a  kitch¬ 
en,  including  sinks,  faucets,  ce¬ 
ramic  tiles,  light  fixtures,  dishes, 
general  housewares  *and  even 
refrigerators. 

THE  COMPETING  DIY  chain, 
Kne  u-Vne  (“Buy  and  Build”) 
has  a  special  offer  for  newlyweds. 
Within  the  first  six  months  of 
marriage,  they  are  eligible  for  a 
10  percent  discount  on  any  pur¬ 
chase  at  the  chain.  Couples  must 
show  a  certificate  of  marriage  or 
an  updated  identity  card. 

Until  the  end  of  this  month, 
Kne  u-Vne  is  bolding  an  “inter¬ 
national  furniture  happening, " 
during  which  it  is  selling  beds, 
tables,  cupboards,  dressers  and 
buffets  at  discounts  of  20  to  30 
percent. 

Kne  u-Vne  has  three  branches 
-  in  the  industrial  zone  of  Ra'an- 
ana.  at  the  Kiryat  Ata  junction 
near  Haifa,  and  in  Jerusalem’s 
Talpiot  industrial  area. 

DID  YOU  ever  want  to  go  to  a 
public  auction,  but  were  afraid 
that  the  bidding  would  be  out  of 
your  price  range?  Tomorrow  at  2 
p.m.,  the  Tiroche  Auction  House 
of  Herzliya  Pituah  will  initiate  a 
bargain  auction  for  amateurs, 
which  will  henceforth  be  an  auxfl- 


Instead  of  ‘Don’t  Worry,  Be  Happy,’  T-shirts  will  now  be 
printed  with  keyboard  characters  from  Internet.  (Nathan  Hunt), 
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(From  above:)  Home  Center  offers  do-it-yourself  kitchen 
cabinets  at  cut-rate  prices;  cone-shaped,  brightly-colored 
thermos  bottles  are  being  imported  by  G.A.D.  Enterprises; 
ice-cream  lovers  can  become  card-carrying  members  of  the 
Bine  Moon  ice-cream  chain. 


A  A 


iary  event  of  every  regular 
auction. 

Called  “Happy  Hour,"  the  cut- 
rate  auction  will  feature  items 
and  lots  which  must  be  sold  at 
any  price,  and  the  bidding  will 
begin  at  $10.  Tomorrow’s  pre¬ 
miere  Happy  Hour  will  include 
paintings,  furniture,  carpets,  por¬ 
celain,  silver  pieces,  and  more.  It 
is  a  cash-and-carry  auction,  and 
purchases  must  be  taken  away  on 
the  day  of  sale. 

Although  bidding  is  in  dollar 
terms,  payment  is  in  shekels  (ex¬ 
cept  for  foreign  citizens).  Cash 
and  checks  are  acceptable,  bat  no 
credit  cards. 

The  auction  takes  place  at  the 
Tiroche  Auction  House,  Kikar 
de  ShaHt,  Herzliya  Pituah,  tel. 
(09)  509979.  Wine  and  other  light 
refreshments  will  be  served. 

XT  SOUNDS  too  good  to  be  true: 
a  manual  toothbrush  with  bristles 
which  twirl  around  as  in  an  elec¬ 
trictoothbrush.  It’s  the  Sana  Bio- 
Bright,  made  forSano  by  a  brush 
company  at  Kibbutz  Ruhama.  It 
is  a  US-patented  design,  and  it 
carries  the  “ADA  Acceptable” 
endorsement  of  the  American 
Dental  Association. 

The  handle  and  head  of  the 
brash  are  made  from  two  pieces 
of  plastic,  joined  together.  When 
you  brush  back  and  forth  normal¬ 
ly,  the  action  of  the  handle  causes 
the  central  section  of  du  Pom  ny¬ 
lon  bristles  to  rotate.  This  imi¬ 
tates  the  up-and-down  brushing  - 
which  many  people  fail  to  do  - 
thereby  cleaning  the  teeth  more 
effectively,  massaging  the  gums, 
and  helping  remove  plaque. 

Never  having  used  an  electric 
toothbrush,  it  is  hard  for  me  to 
draw  a  comparison  to  this  manual 
imitation.  But  1  do  find  that  Bio- 
Bright  leaves  my  teeth  and  gums 
with  a  particularly  clean  feeling, 
with  very  little  effort  on  my  part. 

Only  “soft”  is  available  at  this 
stage,  and  the  recommended 
price  is  NIS  8.90. 

If  this  product  sounds  familiar 
to  some  readers,  it  is  because  an 


earlier  version,  called  BioBrush, 
was  launched  over  a  year  ago.  It 
had  to  be  recalled  from  the  mar¬ 
ket,  after  the  plastic  parts  broke 
off  in  customers'  mouths. 

A  spokesperson  for  Sano  says 
the  current  BioBright  model  is 
made  of  much  stronger  plastic. 

SECRET  LINE  is  the  tradename 
name  of  a  new  line  of  shampoos, 
conditioners  and  bars  of  toilet 
soap.  If  you  know  a  minimum  of 
Hebrew,  you  should  recognize 
this  new  brandname  as  a  transla¬ 
tion  of  Sod.  a  familiar  local  name 
in  laundry  and  dishwashing  de- 
.  tergents.  Sod.  a  subsidiary  of 
Shemen,  says  that  its  Secret  hair 
products  contain  an  ingredient 
which  helps  soften  our  hard  wa¬ 
ter.  The  products  come  in  herbal, 
jojoba,  multivitamin  and  silk 
protein  versions  for  different 
type  of  hair.  The  price  for  all  is 
NIS  12.99  per  500-ral.  bottle. 

The  companion  bars  of  soap 
come  in  the  same  varieties. 

THERE  ARE  several  new  types 
of  garbage-pail  liners  which  elim¬ 
inate  the  bother  of  having  to  tear 
a  bag  off  a  roll. 

Perhaps  the  most  consumer- 
friendly  brand  is  Ashpabit  from 
Kleen.  The  25  separate  bags 
come  in  a  cardboard  carton  with 
a  pull-out  slit  similar  to  that  on  a 
box  of  tissues.  Bearing  the  prom¬ 
ise  "non-tear,  non-drip,”  the 
plastic  bags  have  ties  for  conve¬ 
nient  disposal. 

Ashpabit  bags  measure  50x65 
cm.  The  red-and-yellow  box  re¬ 
tails  for  NIS  6.50  to  NIS  7,  and 
there  is  some  English  on  the 
label. 

OPTOCARD  IS  a  credit-card- 
sized  pair  of  magnifying  glasses, 
which  can  be  kept  in  a  wallet  or 
pocket  book  in  case  you  forget 
your  reading  glasses  or  don’t 
want  to  carry  them  around. 

The  piece  of  corrective- vision 
plastic  has  a  cut-out  for  the  nose 
and  clips  to  hold  it  in  place,  but  1 
found  the  clips  highly  uncomfort¬ 


able  and  an  obstacle  to  proper 
breathing.  It  can,  however,  be 
hand-held  in  from  of  the  eyes. 

Optocard  comes1  in  five 
strengths,  from  1  to  3,  and  is. 
available  at  pharmacies  for 
NIS  15. 

THE  OPTICANA  optical  chain 
says  it  has  flexible  stainless  steel 
glasses  frames  for  people  who 
have  an  allergic  reaction  to  con¬ 
ventional  metal  frames  on  the 
market. 

Made  by  Brendel  of  Germany, 
the  thin  stainless  steel  frames 
start  at  NIS  319. 

CONE-SHAPED  thermos  bot¬ 
tles  in  bright  colors  are  being  im¬ 
ported  from  ibe  Far  Cast  by 
G.A.D.  Enterprises,  and  sell  for 
NIS  27  at  chain  stores  and  house- 
wares  shops.  They  hold  one  liter 
of  hot  or  cold  beverage. 

YOU  CAN  become  a  card-carry¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Blue  Moon 
ice-cream  chain,  which  operates 
II  shops,  in  the  Dan  Region. 
Beersheba  and  Ashdod.  To  ac¬ 
quire  steady-customer  status,  you 
must  take  a  voucher  from  a. cash-- 
ier  and  collect  five  stamps  attest¬ 
ing  to  purchases  at  the  chain. 

After  that,  you’re  eligible  for  a 
Blue  Moon  gold  card  entitling 
you  to  benefits  such  as  a  free  half- 
kilo  of  ice  cream  every  time  you 
buy  a  kilo  at  the  regular  price  of 
NIS  34,  or  a  free  topping  ou  your 
ice-cream  cones. 
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TELE-SAL,  the  telephone  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Super-Sol  supermar¬ 
ket  chain,  has  opened  an  order 
processing  center  in  Jerusalem, 
its  12th  countrywide.  It  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  speed  up  orders  for  Jerusa¬ 
lem  customers,  previously  pro¬ 
cessed  through  the  Tele-Sal’s  Tel 
Aviv  switchboard. 

Wherever  they  live,  customers 
use  the  same  Tele-Sal  ordering 
number  -  277-022-5656.  The  ser¬ 
vice  receives  onJere  from  10  a.m. 
to  8  p.m.  daily,  and  until  1  p.m. 
Friday.  At  other  hours,  custom¬ 
ers  can  leave  an  order  on  an  an¬ 
swering  machine  or  send  a  shop¬ 
ping  lisi  by  fax.  (03)  934-6047. 

Tele-Sal's  service  area  stretch¬ 
es  from  the  Haifa  bayside  com¬ 
munities  in  the  North  to  Yavne  in 
the  South. 


OFFERS 

^PlfTER  TABLE  -  while  fanruca. 
out  shelf  for  word  moor. : *  1 g* 
iphi  side. good  condition.  NIS  300-  09- 

GER  SEWING  MACHINE  -  JO  years 
reconditioned  within  last 
working  order.  MS  300.  09-5091  PI. 
VIOLIN  -  without  case  and  chmresi, 
160.  (W-234335. 

n  r  rfd  -  mattress.  ann  cnairs, 

?^SSdiSi.Nismoi^9. 
LN/STOVE  -  rn  excellent  comfitiair. 
MU  o  bn.  06-758154.  , 

4RS  AND  LAUGHTER  IN  ISRAELI 
rRTROOM'  -  book  by  Schneur  Che- 

SMSG  MACHINE  -  good  condition. 

20  Malt.  U2-S47224  Iwcrk). 

■JUG  MATTRESS  -  angle,  almost 
.  MS  300.  02-8 13990.  _fNr 

claren  umbrella  folding 

JGY  -  with  harness,  excellent  conm 
1  year  old.  NlS  200:  Madaren  ram- 
;r.  'folds  with  boggy.  NIS  100.  02- 

DISPOSABLE  PANTS 

[rEO  CABINET;  MB  j»  ^  ^ 

-e  m.-r-C'.  easy  u>  assemble,  sturdy. 
^satal  exercise  tape  -  NJS 15: 

sure  cooker-  10  '  ««  25:  Hs bar 

•boo  new. 

.  Pi-rani ItooTS "  "**•  ^ 


jan.  size  36,  with  thick  dunky  soles,  black. 

blown,  NIS  100  each.  0MU0K. 
TOYS  -  NIS  10-15  each;  women’s  books. 
NIS  5;  SCM  110  electric,  NIS  70;  bed  rail. 
NIS  10.  02-242546,  after  7  p.. 

FISHER  PRICE  SWING  -  NIS  60;  porta- 
Me  booster  chafa/higb  chair.  NIS  SO;  Win¬ 
nie  the  Pooh  crib  mobile,  NIS  30;  snow 
suit,  lavender,  IS  m.  NIS  50;  fisher  Price 
riding  toy.  Hie  new,  NIS  90.  02-858025. 
CLOSETS  -  two  2-door,  white.  NIS  150 
each;  singe-door  dos«  with  mirror,  free. 
02-732011.  „ 

FLATS  -  black  suede.  9  West,  9  medium, 
new,  NIS  9S:  pants  outfit.  Action  Wear. 
email  new.  cream/black,  L/S,  NIS  200. 02- 
724807 

RECHARGEABLE  battery  pack  - 
Sony.  NP  80.  NIS  240.  02-351975.  NS. 
DOWN  COAT- rose  pink,  small  vase.  new. 
NIS  300.  02-433857.  NS.  ' 

IMITATION  MINK  COAT  -  black,  fuH- 
fength.  targe  size,  as  new.  NIS  2*®.  02- 
422181.  NS.  _ 

CORDLESS  TELEPHONE  -  Panasonic. 
NIS  150.  02-371617. 

STEREO  PLAYER  -  with  earphones.  2 
loudspeakers,  NIS  300.  02-865839.  NS. 
NOfUTARE  CHINA  CROCKERY  SET  - 
Vniece  18  pieces  of  each),  almost  new,  in 
perfect  condition,  NIS  300.  02-518708. 
BABY  STROLLER  -  Bbe-Sonat*.  includ¬ 
ing  moon  bag.  almost  new.  NIS  300.  Q2- 

MEGASON  VIDEO  GAME-  new  in  box,  3 
^  02-1*9703. 

OAK  STEREO  CABINET  -  glass  doors. 
120  long.  46  deep.  80  high,  on  wheel*. 
NIS  300.  02-243577.  NS-  . 
RAINCOAT  -  men’s,  black,  ztp-in  Thmso- 
lale  ftpinfii  size  large  (40),  London  Fog, 
Se  "NTS  ISO.  02-232457. 

WOMEN'S  JACKET  AND  VEST-revere- 
Me,  NIS  50;  Unisex  tap  shoes,  me  37. 
NlS  80;  bat-mhzva  smt,  sze  18.  NIS  75. 
02-851040, 


CHILDREN'S  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  RBI 
TANNICA  -  foil  set,  excellent  condition. 
NIS  200;  scale  electric  can  and  tracks. 
NIS  100.  02-637582. 

SKETCHING  PAPER  -  arcfrilecturalfen- 
ist.  Dietzgen.  6  rofls,  24”  x  50  yds.,  NIS  50 
each.  02-931706,  NS. 

RIDING  BOOTS  -  ladies*,  Joan  and  Da¬ 
vid.  black  tea  liter,  wont  once,  size  37, 
NTS  250.  02465426. 

BROTHER  IW9-  Dot  Matrix  primer,  ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  NTS  250  o.b.o.  02- 
935401.935452. 

YOUTH  BED-  2  mattresses,  storage  draw¬ 
er  for  bedding,  good  condition,  NIS  300. 
02-816025. 

BACK-REST  PILLOW  -  new,  for  nursing 
mother  or  reading  in  bed,  NIS  110.  02- 
519369. 

CASIO  ORGAN  -  with  case.  NIS  50;  35 
Reader's  Digest  magazines,  NIS  £50  each; 
cream  satin  sheet  set.  NIS  100. 02-423784. 
NS. 

"WHAT  TO  EXPECT  THE  FIRST  YEAR1 
-book.  Hke  new,  NIS  35.  Emy,  02-518760. 
BEIGE  CABINET  -  on  stilts,  sits  over  toi¬ 
let.  NIS  75;  gray  carpet.  1.5  x  2.5,  needs 
cleaning,  NIS  50.  02915213.  NS. 
LACTASE  MILK  DIGEST  ANT  -  bottles 
of  100.  double  strength.  NIS  25  each.  02- 
666230. 

JUICER-  AEG.  almost  new.  NIS  300. 02- 
732441 

TRANSISTOR  TESTER- RCA  Electronic 
Instruments,  in  excellent  condition. 
NIS  ISO  o.b.o.  02-814866.  NS. 

KNITTED  2- PIECE  —  navy,  batwing  top 
with  delicate  white  design,  straight  skirt. 
English  size  14,  NIS  95.  02-814749. 
ELECTRIC  SHEET- 1 17  x  147  cm..  3  heat 
Jewels.  NIS  5ft  2  heavy  comforters.  2  x  1.5 
m,  NIS  100  each;  electric  healer,  high 
only.SOx  38  cm.  NIS  SOo.b^).  02-765054. 
NS. 

TECHNICAL  DRAWING  SET  -  Rotring. 
3  pens,  new,  NIS  120;  miter  saw  for  cutting 


.. _ _ _  180.  02-710536. 

WOOD  DOOR-  new.  with  glass  upper.  80 
cm  wide,  light  wood  finish,  brass  handle. 
NIS  290.  02-870923,  NS. 

BIO  BEAM  ACNE  -  almost  new.  NIS  250. 
02-410886. 

RADIO/RECORD  PLAYER  -  good  condi¬ 
tion.  FREE.  02-824244. 

ISRAELI  HIGH  CHAIR  -  3  positions. 
NIS  90;  James  Bond  briefcase,  unused, 
NIS  SO.  02-361389.  NS. 

WINTER  COAT  -  fuff-length.  size  40-48. 
NTS  200  o.b.o.;  radio  cassette  player.  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric.  NIS  80.  02-253104. 

2  ARMCHAIRS  -  NIS  125  each.  02- 
323012. 

BOOKENDS  -  never  used,  NIS  13:  wall 
dock,  new.  NTS  20.  02-611240.  NS. 
CHILD'S  WALL  UNIT -2  m.  high,  com¬ 
pact  with  bookshelves  and  cupboard, 
NIS 1200.  YaeDe.  02-832143.  NS. 

COFFEE  TABLE  -  rosewood,  long,  with 
stainless  steel  tegs  and  matching  side  table. 
N1SJ50;  oil  painting,  large,  modem  ab¬ 
stract,  NIS  50.  02-737593. 

WINTER  COAT-  pure  wool,  size  42,  new. 
NIS  180.  02-786459. 

PRINTER  STAND  -  Perspex  bolder  for 
dot  matrix  printer  and  paper,  NIS  70.  02- 
864289. 

MECDLLAT  ESTHER  -  parchment,  for 
chDdrcu.  not  kosher,  wood  case,  "needs 
fixing.  NIS  300  or  will  exchange  for  old 
Jewish  books.  02-513741 
DISPOSABLE  CONTACT  LENSES -new. 
-1 .50, 4  pain.  Bausch  and  Lomb.  NIS  200. 
Audrey,  02-619W9 

BABY  SWING  -  Graco  battery.  NIS  120: 
infant  tediner  chair.  NIS  30;  original  den¬ 
im  Straggly,  as  new.  NIS  100.  Sharon,  02* 
717335.  NS. 

WANTED 

CAR  SEAT  -  for  2  year  old.  ready  to  pay. 
03-5407761. 

METAL  DETECTOR  -  machine  fot  End¬ 


ing  buried  coins.  09-422(90.  evenings. 
CHEST  OF  DRAWERS  -  strong;  stroller. 
Lego  for  children,  good  prices  given.  Ka¬ 
ren,  03-9221555. 

GOOD  WOODEN  DESK  -  04-234335. 
TABLE,  CHAIRS-- a  mhzva.  for  new  Rus¬ 
sian  otim.  will  pick  up  in  Haifa  area.  Ne- 
chama.  04-382219. 

COMPUTER  PARTNER  -  to  study  C  and 
C++  languages.  02-617706  NS. 
BASEBALL  CARDS  -  02-731965,  eve- 
rungs.  NS. 

LIFT  WOOD  -  will  pick  up  and  pay.  02- 
932341.  NS. 

MASSAGE  TABLE  -  used,  good  condi¬ 
tion.  with  face  bole,  height  normal  to 
slightly  shorter,  with  carrying  case  if  possi¬ 
ble.  02-71 J49S.  NS. 

OFFICE  TIME  CLOCK  -  02-376585. 
FOR  SERIOUS  HISTORICAL  RE¬ 
SEARCH  -  World  War )  diaries  and  mem¬ 
oirs.  will  be  returned.  David,  02-723769. 
eves. 

RADIO  JERUSALEM  MAGAZINE  -  Feb. 
1938  to  July  1938.  for  pbotocoying  pro¬ 
grams  only.  Petrushka.  02-751318. 

YOUTH  BED— with  pull-out.  with  pilknvs. 
in  decent  condition,  will  pay  well.  02- 
86862b. 

RELIGIOUS  PIANO  TEACHER  -for  tal¬ 
ented  7-year-old.  02-665626. 

BALLROOM  DANCING  -  group  forming, 
seeking  smiles/ couples  to  learn.  Suae.  02- 
829343/252381. 

GUITAR  -  in  pood  condition,  reasonable 
price.  02-415915. 

OFFICE  EQUIPMENT  -  religious  profes¬ 
sional  starting  new  organization  to  help 
otim  find  jobs.  Can  you  help?  Big  mitzva. 
David.  02-528955.  NS. 

14  VIOLIN  -  to  borrow,  rent  or  buy.  02- 
632213.  NS. 

BED  FRAME  -  for  American  twin-size 
mattress,  or  bed.  02-617629,  NS. 

WALL  CLOSET  -  2  m.,  in  good  condition. 


reasonable.  02-665065.  NS. 

JET  PRINTER  -  prefer  Hebrew  drip.  02- 
864776. 

BASSINET  -  or  Moses  basket  to  buy,  rent 
or  borrow.  02-524681 . 

ROLL-TOP  DESK  -  help  to  fulfill  a  dream 
of  mine.  Debbie.  02-869139.  NS. 
DINING-ROOM  TABLE  -  expandable. 
02-734003.  NS. 

PAIR  OF  TEFQXIN  -  new  or  used,  for 
American  Jew  who  wants  to  keep  mitzva. 
02-666461. 

EXCHANGE 

POTTERY  STUDIO  -  use  of.  in  exchange 
for  help.  02-721257. 


PETS 

POUND  -  female  Pinscher,  looking  for 
warm  home.  02-662246. 

ASSORTMENT  -  of  rescued,  friendly 
young  cals,  some  spayed  and  neutered.  02- 
283521 .  NS. 

PART  ROTTWEILER  -  spayed,  vaccinat¬ 
ed.  gentle  with  (dds  and  cats.  NIS  300; 
also,  friendly,  rescued  cats.  02-415665. 
SHEPHERD  CROSS  -  very  beautiful, 
black  and  brown.  10  months' old.  spayed 
and  vaccinated.  lost  owner  to  cancer, 
needs  stable  home.  02-417520. 

GOLDEN  RETRIEVER  -  female,  eligible, 
looking  for  suitable  mate,  golden  Labrador 
or  even  collie  for  breeding.  02-355306. 


Sorry,  no  listings  accepted  without  a  coupon 

BARGAIN  BASEMENT  -  FREE  CLASSIFIEDS 

BARGAIN  BASEMENT  accepts  ads  0«  up  to  20  words  free  of  charge  on  these  conditions: 
Only  one  ad  p«  household  per  week.  THE  LIMIT  per  ad  m  the  ’offers-  section  is  a  TOTAL 
of  NIS  300,  and  the  price  of  nach  ttam  must  be  stated  in  shekels.  Tha  following  ads  are 
NOT  accepted:  business  offers;  apartment  sales,  rentals  or  exchanges;  car  sales;  job- 
offers;  situations  wanted;  sohdtations  tor  donations:  offers  cl  marriage  ex-  otrter  personal , 
rateUorehlp.  Ads  must  be  printed  In  English  and  submitted  on  the  attached  coupon.  ADS  i 
MAY  NOT  BE  SUBMITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX.  Trie  right  to  reject  or  edit  any  ad  Is  i 
reserved.  ] 

Ads  must  reach  The  Bargain  Basement.  The  Jerusalem  Post,  Rehov  Ykmeyahu  in  1 
Romania  (POB  81,  Jerusalem  91  000)  by  NOON  Sunday  of  the  week  of  pubficaHon. 1 
Because  of  space  fimftahons,  ads  may  be  held  over  and  published  the  following  week. 
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Beilin’s  Syrian  lament 


DEPUTY  Foreign  Minister  Yossi  Beilin’s 
doubts  about  Syrian  intentions,  ex¬ 
pressed  with  unusual  bluntness  in  a 
Tuesday  radio  interview,  are  nothing  if  not 
puzzling.  After  repeated  government  assurances 
that  Syrian  dictator  Hafez  Assad  is  an  honorable 
man  who  has  undergone  a  dramatic  transforma¬ 
tion  (which  Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
once  described  as  "sensational,')  Beilin  doubts 
that  “Syria  has  really  reached  a  strategic  deci¬ 
sion  to  make  peace  with  Israel.” 

“In  fact  "  he  said  in  the  interview,  “no 
practical  negotiations  with  the  Syrians  have 
actually  begun,  despite  the  prime  minister's 
assurance  that  the  withdrawal  [from  the  Golan] 
will  be  as  deep  as  the  peace.” 

Beilin's  disappointment  is  as  palpable  as  it  is 
justified.  The  meaning  of  Prime  Minister  Yitz¬ 
hak  Rabin's  oft-repeated  formula  is  crystal 
clear,  and  has  been  conveyed  to  Assad  by  the 
American  mediators  in  no  uncertain  terms:  for 
complete  peace  and  normalization,  there  will  be 
complete  withdrawal.  That  the  Syrians  have 
nevertheless  shunned  serious  negotiations  —  let 
alone  reached  an  agreement  with  Israel  -  beg¬ 
gars  understanding.  "It  leads  one  to  think  that 
perhaps  it  is  not  the  Golan  which  is  foremost  on 
Assad’s  mind,”  said  Beilin. 

There  are  skeptics  who  believe  these  pessi¬ 
mistic  government  appraisals  are  nothing  but  a 
smokescreen.  Smarting  from  the  deceptive  pro¬ 
nouncements  which  preceded  the  1993  Oslo 
breakthrough  with  the  PLO.  they  suspect  that  a 
secret  deal  is  being  prepared  with  Syria,  and 
that  a  surprise  may  be  imminent. 

But  it  is  more  likely  that  the  government's 
frustration,  recently  vented  by  Peres,  who  said 
“no  one  really  knows  what  Assad  wants,"  is 
genuine.  The  government  has  always  consid¬ 
ered  the  land-for-peace  formula  an  irresistible 
offer  the  Svrians  could  not  refuse.  That  in 


exchange  for  the  Golan,  Syria  would  want  to 
sign  a  peace  treaty  is  the  corollary  of  Rabin’s 
conviction  that  \io  such  treaty  is  obtainable 
without  sacrificing  the  Golan. 

If  Syria  is  less  than  enthusiastic  about  the 
deal,  it  is  because  it  wants  to  make  peace  with 
the  US.  not  Israel.  Israel’s  preemptive  conces¬ 
sion  on  the  Golan  has  made  Assad  believe  that 
he  can  repossess  it  at  any  time.  After  all.  Israel’s 
pledge  to  withdraw  has  been  made  not  to  him 
but  to  the  US,  and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  an 
Israeli  repeat  from  this  commitment.  What  Syr¬ 
ia  is  less  certain  of  is  the  American  concessions 
it  needs. 

Damascus- .wants  to  be  taken  off  the  State 
Department  list  of  terror-sponsoring  and  drug¬ 
dealing  states,  enjoy  a  most-favored-nation  sta¬ 
tus  in  trade  relations  with  the  US,  and  receive 
the  kind  of  annual  aid  package  Egypt  has  been 
getting  for  15  years  as  a  reward  for  signing  a 
peace  treaty  with  Israel. 

With  a  conservative,  quasi-isolationist  Con¬ 
gress  ensconced  in  Washington  at  least  for  die 
next  two  years,  the  chances  of  Syria  getting  its 
way  are  slim  -  particularly  since  there  seems  to 
be  little  inclination  in  Damascus  to  renounce 
terrorism  and  stop  the  drug  trade. 

The  impasse  is  a  sad  commentary  on  Israel’s 
negotiating  policies.  The  government’s  head¬ 
long  rush  to  sign  a  treaty  with  one  of  the  world’s 
most  ruthless  dictators  is  now  stymied  because 
the  US,  far  less  vulnerable  than  Israel  to  Syrian 
aggression,  is  more  wary  of  .Assad’s  intentions. 
It  is  time  the  government  realizes  that  the  ruler 
across  the  border  is  not  the  benign  mirror-image 
of  the  prime  minister  the  media  commentators 
like  to  conjure  up.  He  is  an  international  thug 
who  has  violated  every  agreement  he  has  ever 
made:  a  terrorist  chieftain  with  whom  real, 
lasting  peace  is  no  more  attainable  than  it  is 
with  Saddam  Hussein  and  Muammar  Gaddafi. 


Hamlet  without  the  prince 


NO  one  in  his  right  mind  would  deny  the 
United  Nations’ needs  an  overhaul.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Cold  War.  as  Xew  York  Times 
columnist  Thomas  Friedman  recently  noted, 
"the  Soviets  and  their  pals  could  pass  a  resolu¬ 
tion  that  the  world  was  flat."  Or.  less  amusing¬ 
ly.  that  Zionism  is  racism.  With  the  passing  of 
the  Communist  bloc,  over-inflated  expectations 
for  the  UN  merely  mirrored  the  same  for  a  new 
world  order.  An  overladen  supertanker  cannot 
change  direction  like  a  moped. 

The  main  optimism  for  the  UN's  supposed 
new  role  stemmed  from  the  Gulf  War  coalition, 
which  it  backed  and  legalized  every  step  of  the 
way  to  the  liberation  of  Kuwait.  Now.  under  a 
Republican  Congress,  the  United  States' has 
embarked  on  a  campaign  to  gut  UN  funds  for 
peacekeeping.  But  the  price  Washington  may 
pay  for  saving  cash  dollars  will  be  a  loss  of 
influence  in  the  world  body. 

The  Republicans  have  virtually  convinced 
the  American  public  the  LIN  is  a  bloated  liabil¬ 
ity  financed  by  their  tax  dollars.  Certainly,  at 
31.7  percent  of  Ihe  peacekeeping  budget,  the 


US  contribution  is  substantial.  But  the  Europe¬ 
an  Union  contributes  36  percent,  and  there  are 
signs  the  Europeans  will  be  ready  to  invest  more 
to"  acquire  some  of  the  influence  Congress 
seems  happy  to  dump  overboard. 

Nor  does  the  myth  of  savings  stand  up  to 
close  examination.  The  UN  Association  of  the 
United  States  says  that  for  every  dollar  Wash¬ 
ington  contributes,  some  28  cents  is  returned  to 
the  US  economy  via  peacekeeping  contracts 
and  staff  salaries.  In  total,  US  businesses  earn 
$500  million  annually  for  the  S3.5  billion  spent. 

UN  funding  needs  more  equitable  distribu¬ 
tion,  and  its  bureaucracy  needs  drastic  trim¬ 
ming.  But  for  all  its  faults,  the  UN  may  be 
useful  in  an  increasingly  lawless  world.  It  has 
failed  to  pacify  Bosnia,  Rwanda,  and  Somalia, 
but  it  has  managed  to  feed  millions  of  destitute 
people  and  occasionally  reduce  potential  inter¬ 
national  conflagrations  to  brush  fires.  A  UN 
without  the  US  is  worse  than  a  Hamlet  without 
the  prince.  It  leaves  the  world  stage  open  to 
every  dangerous  ham  actor  -  like  Saddam  - 
who  thinks  be  has  a  God-given  role  in  history. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


FREE  SPEECH 

Sir,  -  My  friends  in  the  US  advise 
me  that  the  Israeli  government  has 
ordered,  through  its  consulaies,  that 
the  American  Jewish  community 
deny  MK  Avigdor  Kahalani  a  plat¬ 
form  during  his  forthcoming  visit  lo 
the  US. 

Proponents  of  ihe  “peace  plan’’ 
should  find  to  comfort  in  this.  It  is 
axiomatic  that  the  clash  of  ideas  in 
open  debate  is  the  only  way  10  the 
truth;  it  is  the  way  of  the  democratic 
process.  Suppression  of  the  dissent¬ 
ing  voice  is  the  way  of  the  fascist. 
While  I  would  not  apply  that  term  to 
our  present  leadership,  its  conduct  is 
a  display  of  inexcusable  insensitiv¬ 
ity  to  democratic  principles. 

While  the  policies  of  Messrs.  Ra¬ 
bin,  Peres  and  Beilin  are  debatable, 
ihe  issue  of  free  argumentation  is 
not.  Even  inhibition  short  of  sup¬ 
pression  must  alarm  all  citizens, 
whatever  their  positions  on  the  on¬ 
going  political  process. 

HAROLD  KATZ 

Ramat  Hasharon. 


RABINGRAD 

Sir,  -  Reading  and  listening  to  the 
irgumenfs  as  to  where  to  build  the 
cnee,  before,  behind  or  around  the 
ribbutz.  I  remember  only  too  well 
he  fences  that  the  British  built 
unund  themselves  in  Jerusalem  in 
he  '40s.  The  Palestinian  Jews 
iromptly  nicknamed  the  British 
impounds  “Bevingrad.”  It  was 
he  British  who  left  the  country  and 
he  Jews  who  stayed. 

What  is  the  prime  minister  trying 
o  do?  Fence  in  the  Jews  and  have  it 
ailed  Rabingrad?  Who  will  remain 
□  Eretz  Yisrael? 

MURRAYS.  GREENFIELD 
fel  Aviv. 


MEDIA  PORN 


Sir,  -  Thank  you,  Judy  Siegel- 
Itzkovich,  for  your  timely  article  of 
February  12,  “A  plague  of  media 
pom." 

I  truly  hope  that  it  will  have  a 
positive  impact  on  those  Israeli 
news  media  that  abuse  the  right  of 
free  speech  with  pornographic  ad¬ 
vertisements  and  other  lewd  and 
vulgar  trash.  I  am  by  no  means  a 
prude,  but  certainly  common  decen¬ 
cy  would  dictate  that  perverted  nudi¬ 
ty  and  socially  unacceptable  sexual 
activity  advertisements  should  be 
kept  from  the  impressionable  minds 
of  our  children.  As  you  stated  in  the 
article,  we  could  very  well  do  with¬ 
out  impairing  the  worst  aspects  of 
America’s  socieial  maladies.  Cer¬ 
tain  positive  American  life-styles 
should  be  emulated,  and  lest  we 
forge  L  traditional  Jewish  values  are 
still  available. 


FEMINISM  IN  ISRAEL 


Sir,  -  I  read  with  surprise  your 
front-page  report  of  February  6, 
“Rabin  opposed  to  combat  roles  for 
women."  As  you  report  a  bill  to 
enable  women  in  the  IDF  to  volun¬ 
teer  for  combat  roles  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  by  women  MKs  across  the 
political  spectrum  and  is  supported 
by  Ministers  Aloni  and  Namir. 
Prime  Minister  Rabin  opposes  the 
bill  and  -  in  my  opinion  -  for  good 
reasons.  He  worries  about  the  fate  of 
a  woman  who  could  now  fall  into 
captivity. 

Our  female  representatives  in  the 
government  and  Knesset  are  appar¬ 
ently  more  concerned  with  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  sexual  equality  for  our 
daughters  than  with  their  physical 
security  and  sexual  integrity.  If  this 

what  feminism  is  all  about  in  the 
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It  is  also  quite  shocking  to  read 
the  pornographic  ads  in  Israeli  tour¬ 
ist  magazines.  One  publication.  Hel¬ 
lo  Israel ,  runs  an  ad  for  “Boys  for 
gay  escort  services.”  At  a  time 
when  our  country  is  in  need  of  pro¬ 
jecting  a  favorable  image  to  foreign 
tourists,  this  disgusting  ad  must 
cause  their  rethinking  of  Israelis’ 
virtue  and  integrity.  Hello  Israel 
proclaims  it  is  licensed  by  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Interior.  The  logical  conclu¬ 
sion  is  that  this  branch  of  the  Israeli 
gos’emment  approves  this  type  of 
disgusting  and  perverted  advertise¬ 
ment  and  activity.  I  requested,  by 
letter  lo  the  office  of  the  minister  of 
interior,  that  they  take  action.  As 
yet.  I  have  not  beard  from  them. 
Perhaps  they  don't  think  this  is 
important. 

LEONARD  C.  KAHN 

R  a’ an  ana. 


State  of  Israel,  then  I  prefer  a  more 
“sexist"  society,  in  which  my 
daughter’s  life  and  digniiy  will  be 
respected. 

DR.  ESTER  FRIDE  ALPERSTEIN 
Etrat. 

MOVED 

Sir,  - 1  was  profoundly  moved,  as 
I  feel  sure  were  many  others,  by  the 
viewpoint  expressed  so  poignantly 
by  MK  Avraham  Ravitz  about  the 
photos  at  Yad  Vashern  {“A  sign  of 
respect,"  February  10).  1  most  ear¬ 
nestly  hope  that  Yad  Vashern  will 
heed  MK  Ravitz’s  entreaty  and  act 
upon  il  In  a  matter  such  as  this,  the 
community  should,  must  be  united. 

BESSIE  STOLLER 

Ashdod. 


A  return  to  the  shtetl 


LONG  before  Israel’s  state¬ 
hood  was  declared  in  1948. 
the  credo  was  clear.  “Jews 
will  no  longer  be  killed  with  im¬ 
punity.  Jewish  blood  is  pre¬ 
cious." 

And  so  it  was.  Entebbe  was  an 
outstanding  demonstration:  The 
world  applauded  and  Diaspora 
Jews  and  Israelis  were  filled  with 
joy  when  Israeli  commandos  flew 
io  Entebbe  in  July  1976  to  free 
their  coreligionists  who  had  been 
hijacked  by  terrorists.  And  how 
Israelis  cheered  when  Golda 
Meir  ordered  the  Mossad  to  hunt 
down  and  slay  the  Arabs  who 
murdered  our  athletes  at  the  1972 
Munich  Olympics. 

It  wasn’t  only  terrorists  who 
were  subject  to  Jewish  justice.  In 
1960  Adolf  Eichmann  was  kid¬ 
napped  in  a  daring  operation  in 
Buenos  Aires  and  brought  to  Je¬ 
rusalem  to  face  trial  for  master¬ 
minding  the  Holocaust.  Other 
Nazis,  like  Herbert  Cukors,  a  for¬ 
mer  SS  officer  responsible  for  the 
murder  of  32,000  Latvian  Jews, 
also  perished  at  the  hands  of  Is¬ 
raeli  hunters  who  sought  justice. 

Anti-Jewish  terror  existed  be¬ 
fore  the  Munich  massacre  and 
continued  after  iL  But  all  the  evi¬ 
dence  pointed  to  the  fact  that 
many  terrorists  were  deterred  by 
the  fear  of  certain  retribution. 
And  the  new-style  fighting  Israeli 
enabled  Jews  everywhere  to  walk 
tall  after  the  misery  of  2,000  years 
of  subservient  exile. 

But  the  fateful  terrorist  bomb 
attack  on  an  Istanbul  synagogue 
in  September  1986,  in  which  22 
Jews  were  slaughtered  while  at 
prayer,  virtually  ended  the  hero¬ 
ic  Israeli  era.  The  image  of  the 
fearless  sabra  who  had  turned  his 
back  on  ghetto  life  and  the  fear 
that  antisemites  could  strike  him 
and  his  family  began  to  fade. 

Prime  minister  Peres  did  vow 
retribution  for  the  attack,  thun¬ 
dering,  "We  will  not  rest  until  we 
chop  off  the  murderous  arm  that 
carried  out  the  attack.’’  And 
Yitzhak  Shamir,  his  deputy  pre¬ 
mier  in  the  national  unity  govern¬ 
ment,  chipped  in  with  “Every 
Jew’s  heart  bleeds." 

But  nothing  happened. 

We  never  heard  about  any 
chopping  down  of  Jew-killere,  de¬ 
spite  Israelis’  conviction  that  they 
could  trust  their  leaders  to  act  in 
the  spirit  of  a  Ben-Gurion  or  a 
Golds  Meir,  or  like  Menachem 
Begin,  who  nipped  the  threat  of 
an  Iraqi  atomic  bomb  in  the  bud. 
From  Istanbul  on,  there  has 


UR1  DAN 
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been  a  long  series  of  attacks  on 
Jews  in  London,  Buenos  Aires 
and  on  Israeli  soil,  with  decreas¬ 
ing  acts  of  retribution.  But  our 
leaders  have  offered  little  more 
than  empty  cliches  like  “'They 
will  pay  with  their  blood." 

Worse  still,  they  wring  their 
hands  and  say:  "It’s  impossible  to 
prevent  suicide  bombers.”  In  the 
same  breath  as  issuing  threats  to 

Israel’s  leaders  have 
ended  the  era  of  the 
new-style,  fearless, 
heroic  Jew 

“punish  the  criminals,”  they  re¬ 
lease  terrorists  in  their  thou¬ 
sands.  These  freed  enemies  are 
only  too  eager  to  kill  again. 

MUCH  CAN  be  done  if  there’s 
the  wilt  to  bring  terrorists  to  triaL 
This  has  been  proved  in  past 
weeks  by  the  US  security  ser¬ 
vices,  which  are  backed  by  lead¬ 
ers  who  value  every  single  one  of 
their  citizens’  lives.  No  American 
president  would  ever  dare  insult 
his  fellow  countrymen  by  describ¬ 
ing  tenor  victims  as  “the  price  of 
peace.” 

The  CIA  caught  Ramzi  Ahmed 
Yousef,  mastermind  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  bombing,  in  Mos¬ 
lem  Pakistan.  American  officials 
believe  that  the  Kuwaiti-born 
Ramzi  is  also  responsible  for 
plots  to  blow  up  the  American 
and  Israeli  embassies  io  Bang¬ 
kok,  and  possibly  to  kill  the  pope 
in  Manila. 

They  also  believe  that  he  was 
behind  the  crudest  air  hijacking 
ever  -  in  December  1984.  Arabs 
seized  a  Kuwaiti  plane,  tortured 
several  passengers  and  slew  two 
Americans.  One  of  them  was 
made  to  beg  for  his  life  on  an 
Iranian  airport  tarmac,  then  shot 
in  the  head. 

The  US  swore  to  get  the  killers. 
They  have  also  never  relented  in 
their  quest  to  find  the  terrorists 
who  gunned  down  US  citizens  in 
Sudan,  Germany,  Lebanon  and 
other  countries. 

It  is  ironic  that  former  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  George  Shultz 
turned  to  Jewish  sources  to  ex¬ 
press  his  country’s  “no-holds- 
barred"  approach.  “He  who  rises 


to  slay  you,  slay  him  first,"  Shultz 
declared. 

This  firm  declaration  of  intent 
was  made  18  months  before  Shi¬ 
mon  Peres  vowed  retribution 
against  the  killers  of  the  22  Jews 
in  Turkey.  The  difference  be¬ 
tween  hollow  words  and  real 
deeds  speaks  for  itself:  The 
Americans  bombed  Muammar 
Gaddafi’s  Tripoli  Palace  in  a  de¬ 
termined  bid  to  kill  him,  and  they 
reached  out  to  Pakistan  to  pluck 
out  another  man  on  their  wanted 
list. 

’  What  have  Israeli  leaders  been 
doing  since  1985? 

In  the  past  few  months  alone, 
they  have  turned  a  Wind  eye  to 
the  murderers  of  Uri  Megidish 
who,  as  members  of  Yasser  Ara¬ 
fat's  Gaza  police  force,  know 
they  are  in  no  danger  of  being 
hunted  down  to  face  trial  in  Isra¬ 
el. 

Ziad  Abu  Ain,  who  killed  two 
teenagers  and  injured  36  more  in 
Tiberias  16  years  ago,  has  been 
named  the  Palestinian  Authori¬ 
ty's  comptroller,  in  charge  of  ex¬ 
posing  corruption.  His  freedom- 
also  mocks  the  Israeli  “paper  ti¬ 
ger.” 

And,  of  course,  there’s  Arafat 
himself.  That  ultimate  terrorist 
slayer  of  Jews  is  being  champi¬ 
oned  by  the  present  government 
in  its  bid  for  peace  at  any  price. 

Arafat  has  made  vague  prom¬ 
ises  to  stop  terrorism.  But,  as  Be¬ 
gin  said  when  asked  if  be  trusted 
Sadat  to  keep  his  word  given  at 
Camp  David:  “Listen  to  what  Sa¬ 
dat  says  to  an  Arab  audience,  not 
to  his  declarations  to  European 
journalists." 

What  is  Arafat  actually  saying? 

Two  days  after  the  slaughter  of 
21  Israelis  at  Beit  Lid,  be  told 
cheering  students  at  the  Islamic 
Women's  Gaza  University: 
“You,  the  women  of  Palestine  of 
tomorrow,  must  follow  the  lead 
•  of  our  two  women  heroines.”  He 
then  mentioned  by  name  the 
Arab  woman  who  shot  dead  Zvi 
Klein  of  Ofra  in  1991  and  the 
woman  terrorist  who  took  part  in 
the  bus  attack  on  the  Haifa  road 
in  1978. 

In  the  face  of  incitement  like 
(his  and  the  terror  it  foments,  our 
leaders  are  behaving  as  though 
they  have  returned  to  the  shtetl. 

The  writers  are  authors  of  The 
Mossad:  Secrets  of  the  Israeli  Se¬ 
cret  Service  and  other  books  on 
the  Middle  East 
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IT  TOOK  a  moment  for  Kevin 
Tupper  to  fully  realize  what  the 
message  blinking  on  his  computer 
screen  meanu 

“Please  pray  for  us,"  the  mes¬ 
sage  began.  “Last  night  Becky 
said  she  had  no  love  left  for  me, 
and  money  was  the  only  thing 
stopping  divorce.  1  am  lost” 

Tapper,  28,  of  Centreville, 
Virginia,  was  convinced  he  was 
looking  at  a  suicide  note. 

After  happening  upon  the 
anonymous  message  on  a  com¬ 
puter  bulletin  board,  Tupper 
tracked  down  the  author  and  no¬ 
tified  police  in  Indiana,  who  res¬ 
cued  the  man  in  the  nick  of  time. 

The  cry  for  help  was  first  noted 
on  the  “Christian  Interactive 
Network."  Sharon  Herfaitter,  of 
Florida,  discovered  the  despon¬ 
dent  note  buried  beneath  dozens 
of  other  messages  and 
announcements. 

"I  have  tried  to  end  it  tonight,” 
the  message  said.  “(I]  pm  the 
track  in  the  garage  and  turned  it 
on —  I  don’t  know  how  long  I 
can  resist  the  need  to  be  fret  from 
the  hurt” 


Herbilter  panicked.  “I  didn’t 
know  (his  man,  but  it  really  hit 
me  hard  1  was  crying,  typing 
messages.  I  felt  like  I  was  seeing 
somebody  standing  on  a  bridge 
and  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do." 

Two  hours  later,  when  Tupper 
signed  on,  he  received  a  message, 
asking  if  he  wanted  to  join  in  a 
computerized  “chapeL”  As  com¬ 
puter  users  across  the  US  typed 
prayers  for  the  man,  Tupper 
worked  at  finding  the  suicidal 
man.  Using  the  ID  number  that 
accompanied  the  suicide  note,  be 
found  the  man’s  name  and  city  on 
the  membership  directory. 

AI  said,  ‘You  all  pray,  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  call  911,”*  recalled  Tup¬ 
per.  “Prayer  is  good,  but  some¬ 
times  you’ve  got  to  act” 

Tupper  phoned  polios  in  Mi¬ 
ami,  lad.,  a  rural  town  of  400. 
Police  were  caught  off  guard  by 
the  call 

“They  didn’t  understand  how  I 
could  know  if  someone  was  about 
to  kill  himself  in  Indiana,"  Tup¬ 
per  said.  “I  explained  as  quick  as 
l  could.”  When  a  policeman  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  man’s  home,  be 


heard  an  engine  running  inside 
the  closed  garage.  He  kicked  in 
the  door  and  found  the  40-year- 
old  man  slumped  in  his  pickup 
truck.  “Another  20  minutes,  l 
don’t  think  he  would  have  made 
it,"  the  policeman  said. 

Ihe  following  day,  Tupper  and 
Herbitter  learned  of  the  cyber¬ 
space  rescue. 

A  BEAUTY  contest  in  Saudi 
ArabiaH 

Yup.  Islam’s  most  extreme 
conservative  society  is  proud  to 
announce  that  Miz’al  is  the 
beauty  in  the  land. 

Miz’al,  mind  you,  is  male. 

And  a  goat, 

Miz’al  was  selected  “beauty 
king"  over  runnerup  Wardi,  with 
Aswad  taking  third  place. 

There  were  also  beauty 
queens,  and  prizes  totaled 
113,000  riyals  (530,133),  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  car  and  several  sets  of 
gold  pieces. 

It  was  the  second  such  annual 
beauty  contest.  Winning  goats 
can  fetch  incredible  prices,  with 
the  price  of  the  best  varieties  go¬ 
ing  up  to  300,000  riyals  ($80,000). 
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MEN,  do  you  belch  fre¬ 
quently? 

Do  you  have  heart¬ 
burn,  stomach  distention  and 
vague  abdominal  discomfort’ 

Do  your  eyes  pop  out  of  your 
skull  even'  time  you  sit  down? 

Here’s  some  sound  medical  ad¬ 
vice:  Drop  your  pants. 

Or  better  yet.  exchange  ihem 
for  a  larger  size. 

That’s  because  you  may  be  suf¬ 
fering  from  an  ailment  that 
strikes  nine  out  of  30  adult  males 
in  the  US. 

I  refer,  of  course,  to  TPS,  oth-  f 
erwise  known  as  Tight  Pants' 
Syndrome. 

This  very'  teal  medical  prob¬ 
lem,  which  also  may  be  consid- . 
ered  a  fashion  statement,  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  Dr.  Octavio  Bessa 
Jr.,  a  veteran  internist  with  3 
practice  in  Stamford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  who  recently  announced  his 
discovery  of  Tight  Pants  Syn¬ 
drome  in  a  tetter  to  the  editor  of 
Archives  of  Internal  Medicine,  a 
weekly  journal  published  by  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

“Every  year  I  treat  patients 
who  present  themselves  with  a 
1  similar  group  of  complaints: 
vague  abdominal  discomfort,  dis¬ 
tention  (at  times  radiating  to  the 
chest),  heartburn  and  frequent 
eructations  (belches).  These 
symptoms  frequently  occur  two 
or  three  hours  after  meats. 

“The  patients  are  typically 
middle-aged  men  who  have  al¬ 
ways  appeared  healthy,  except 
for  these  on-and-off  digestive 
complaints.  Usually  they  have 
undergone  gastroscopy,  tomo¬ 
graphic  scans  and  other  tests 
without  conclusive  results. 

’  “I  have  been  able  to  diagnose 
these  patients  easily  by  compar- 

Tight  Pants 
Syndrome:  Sufferers 
are  victims  of  fashion 

ing  the  size  of  their  trousers  with_ 
their  abdominal  girth,”  Bessa 
wrote.  “There  is  usually  a  dis¬ 
crepancy  of  three  inches  or  more. 

“A  good  example  is  a  67-year- 
old  airline  pilot  who  had  com¬ 
plained  for  two  years  of  vague 
abdominal  symptoms  and  a  sen¬ 
sation  of  skipped  heartbeats.  His 
circumference  difference  was  3.5 
inches.  I  recommended  pants  of  a 
larger  size,  wont  with  suspend¬ 
ers,  and  his  symptoms 
disappeared. 

“I  have  concluded  thai  ‘tight 
pants  syndrome*  is  a  self-induced 
problem  that  interferes  with  the 
motion  of  the  intestines.  Aware¬ 
ness  of  this  medical  curiosity  will 
reduce  both  suffering  and  need¬ 
less  medical  expenses." 

After  reading  this  letter,  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  me .  that  if  only  Bessa 
had  discovered  Tight  Pants  Syn¬ 
drome  earlier,  Elvis  might  still  be 
alive. 

WHAT  IS  the  fashion  industry 
doing  to  eradicate  TPS?  And 
what  size  pants  does  Bessa  wear? 

“Size  36,'*  the  good  doctor  said 
when  I  called  him  for  a  private 
consultation.  lT  used  to  be  a  34" 
Bessa,  who  has  been  practicing 
medicine  for  30  years,  said  he  has 
been  studying  TPS  for  a  long  time 
and  has  concluded  that  90  per¬ 
cent  of  men  suffer  from  iL 

'‘More  often  than  not,  women 
buy  pants  for  their  husbands,"  he 
explained.  “Most  men  don’t  want; 
to  go  shopping,  so  they  just  stuff, 
themselves  into  whatever  their1 
wives  bay  them.” 

.Other  than  switching  to  light* 
beer,  what  can  men  do  to  help' 
themselves?  ‘“Wear  larger  pants' 
and  buy  suspenders,"  said  Bessa,1 
adding  that  he  has  seen  “an  ex-’ 
pandiag  number”  of  men  with- 
Tight  Pants  Syndrome.  - 
Norman  Karr  is  executive  di-) 
rector  of  the  fashion  Association' 
in  New  York.  “It’s  not  up  to  us  to 
tefl  people,  ‘Hey,  your  pants  are 
too  tight.’  "  he  said.  “Of  course, 
we  would  like  to  see  this  problem 
eradicated.  So  my  advice  is:  Buy" 
pants  that  fit”  .  j 

As  someone  who  wore1,  tight! 

tln  hlg?  schoo*»  1  ^iak 
*ssa  has  made  a  brilliant  medi¬ 
cal  breakthrough.  He  should,  at 
thj^very  least,  win  the  Nobel; 

bJ  t\bT.  i®  doesn’f  g*  100 

mg  for  his  britches.  * 

(Stamford  Advocate) 
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Wife  worried 

about  hubby’s 


DEAR  RUTHiE 


RUTHIE  BLUM 


Dear  Ruthie, 

When  my  hus¬ 
band  began  acting 
strangely  a  few 

-  months  ago,  I.  was 

*swe  he  was  having  an  affair .  He 
became  distant,  and  our  intimate 
relations  became  almost  nonexis¬ 
tent,  l  finally  confronted  him  and 
was  shocked  by  his  response:  he 
was  returning  to  religious  Juda¬ 
ism.  All  of  these  months  he  has 
'been  studying  with  a  rabbi  in  se¬ 
cret!  And  he  didn't  include  me  in 
die  process.  Instead,  he  says  that 
either  l  join  him.  on  his  new  path 
or  I'm  out.  J  am  hurt  and  angry, 
and  do  not  know  to  whom  to  turn 
for  guidance. 

Replaced  by  Religion 
Mevasserel  Zion 

Dear  Replaced, 

Normally,  when  a  problem  is 
so  profound  as  to  warrant  profes¬ 
sional  help,  I  suggest  therapy.  In 
your  case,  however,  consulting  a 
rabbi  first  might  be  better.  Your 
husband's  secrecy  and  distance 
are  worrisome  and  unbefitting 
the  spirit  of  Judaism.  I  find  it 
hard  to  believe  your  husband's 
rabbi  encouraged  turn  to  shut  you 
out,  unless  he’s  a  complete 
charlatan. 

Tf  your  husband  is  really  under¬ 
going  a  religious  awakening,  you 
will  be  forced  to  decide  whether 
you  can  or  wish  to  accompany 
him. 

He  may  have  hesitated  to  be 
open  with  you.  fearing  that  you 
would  react  negatively,  but  his 
behavior  does  not  bode  well  for 
sound  marital  relations.  This, 
too,  will  be  something  with  which 
Id  contend. 

Dear  Ruthie. 

My  parents  raised  me  as  a  Zion¬ 
ist .  They  sent  me  to  Jewish  camps, 
encouraged  me  to  join  a  youth 
movement  and  brought  me  to  Is¬ 
rael  for  my  bat  mitzva.  I  spent  a 
year  after  high  school  on  a  kib¬ 
butz.  They  were  very  proud.  But 
when  t  finished  college  and  made 
aliya,  they  were  devastated.  /  have 
been  here  for  three  years  now. 

My  father  just  sent  me  a  long 
letter  telling  me  to  forget  any  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  in  the  future  if  l  insist 
on  ‘'throwing  my  future  away.”  I 


am  having  great  difficulty  making 
ends  meet  oh  my  meager  salary.  I 
am  so  hurt  at  being  treated  tike  a 
rebel  or  a  bad  girl.  J  fluctuate 
between  wanting  to  pack  up  and 
■go  home ,  and  severing  relations 
with  my  parents  altogether.  Can 
you  advise  me? 

■  Aliya  Ailing 
Jerusalem 

Dear  Ailing, 

Your  fluctuation  between  two 
extremes  shows  you  are  listening 
solely  to  your  parents'  “voice." 
Sadly,  the  message  you  received 
all  of  your  life  was  a  double  one. 
It  didn't  occur  to  you  that  carry¬ 
ing  your  upbringing  to  its  logical 
conclusion  would  constitute  an 
affront  to  those  who  brought  you . 
up. 

Now  that  you  are  grown,  how¬ 
ever,  you  have  to  listen  to  your 
own  voice.  No  easy  feat;  for  sure. 
But  once  you  hear  it.  you  will  not 
have  to  decide  about  staying  in 
Israel  either  as  a  form  of  retalia¬ 
tion  or  as  a  method  of  wooing 
favor.  You  will  be  opting  to  live 
according  to  your  own  convic¬ 
tions. 

If  you  can  figure  out  what  they 
really  are,  the  financial  question 
will  loom  less  large.  As  will  the 
question  of  whether  you  are  a 
good  or  a  bad  girl. 

Dear  Ruthie , 

My  grandmother  will  be  cele¬ 
brating  her  90th  birthday  soon. 
She  always  has  said  that  it's  silly  to 
buy  her  presents  (“What?  I  should 
take  them  with  me  to  the  grave?” j 
So,  asking  her  what  she  wants  is 
out  of  the  question. 

Gift-Giving  Granddaughter 
Kfar  Sava 

Dear  GGG, 

A  photograph  of  as  many  im¬ 
mediate  family  members  as  you 
can  gather  together  -  blown  up 
and  framed  -  would  make  a  very 
nice,  sentimental  90th  birthday 
present. 

Letters  should  be  addressed  to: 
‘Dear  Ruthie,'  POB  81, 91000  Je¬ 
rusalem.  (Ruthie  regrets  no t  be¬ 
ing  able  to  -guarantee  publication 
of  every  letter,  but  wfll  answer 
every  letter  received.) 


German  publisher 
pulls  book  on 
post-HoIocaust 
Jewish  revenge 
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DAVID  STRUT  FELD 
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Eat  those  burgers  while  they're  still  around;  by  the  year  2050,  they  may  be  a  rarity  . 

Eating  in  the  year  2050:' 
Food  will  be  sparser,  healthier 


ENERGY  shortages,  ex¬ 
hausted  land,  scarce  water 
and  a  doubling  in  popula¬ 
tion  will  combine  to  radically 
change  the  US  diet  by  the  year 
2050.  Expect  less  meat  and  dairy, 
more  grains  and  beans,  and  a 
sparser  variety  of  vegetables. 

A  panel  of  experts  said  recent¬ 
ly  that  land  in  the  US  has  already 
been  pushed  nearly  to  the  limit  of 
production,  and  crop- yield  in¬ 
creases  are  not  going  to  keep  up 
with  an  American  population 
that  will  double  within  60  years. 

That  means  there  will  be  less 
meat  and  more  potatoes,  pasta 
and  beans  on  dinner  tables,  the 
experts  said  at  the  national  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

American  agriculture  depends 
heavily  on  oil.  using  about  532 
liters  of  petroleum  for  every  acre 
of  com.  US  oil  wells  will  be 
sucked  dry  within  20  years,  said 
Albert  Allen  Bartlett  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago. 
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“The  basis  for  our  farm  tech¬ 
nology  is  largely  petroleum," 
Bartlett  said.  “Modem  agricul¬ 
ture  is  using  land  to  oonvert  pe¬ 
troleum  to  food.” 

When  the  domestic  supplies 
are  exhausted,  the  US  will  be 
forced  to  import  more  expensive 
foreign  oil,  raising  the  cost  of 
growing  food  and  boosting  prices 
at  the  supermarket. 

The  US  now  has  about  1.8 
acres  of  farmland  per  capita  and 
grows  enough  to  export  S 155 
worth  of  food  per  capita  annual¬ 
ly,  said  David  Pimentel  of  Cor¬ 
nell  University. 

But  about  120  million  acres  of 
farmland  will  be  lost  to  urbaniza¬ 
tion  and  erosion  in  the  a  ext  60 
years,  as  the  nation's  population 
doubles  to  520  million,  he  said. 


To  add  to  the  problems,  the 
amount  of  water  available  for  ir¬ 
rigation  is  declining. 

Pimentel  said  the  US  will  cease 
to  be  a  food  exporter  by  about 
2025  if  chose  trends  continue,  be¬ 
cause  all  the  food  will  be  needed 
to  feed  Americans. 

Meat  and  dairy  products,  the 
most  expensive  to  produce,  will 
become  far  less  common,  he  said. 

The  American  diet  is  now  31 
percent  animal  products.  Pimen¬ 
tel  said.  By  2050,  that  will  drop  to 
15%,  with  the  remaining  85% 
from  plant  products. 

“It  will  actually  be  a  healthier 
diet,"  he  said. 

These  trends  are  largely  driven 
by  a  1.1  percent  per  year  popula¬ 
tion  increase,  said  Bartlett.  Pi¬ 
mentel,  and  another  speaker. 
Virginia  Abemethy  of  Vander- 
biltUniversity. 

Abemethy  said  most  of  this  in¬ 
crease  is  attributable  to 
immigration.  (AP) 


German  publisher  has 
abruptly  withdrawn  a 
book  that  investigates  the 
Jewish  role  in  running  intern¬ 
ment  camps  in  Poland  afier 
World  War  II.  saying  the  work 
otherwise  could  be  "cause  for 
some  misunderstanding."  The 
6.000  copies  printed  will  be 
destroyed. 

One  review  was  apparently 
enough  to  convince  the  publish¬ 
er.  Piper  Verlag,  that  it  had  made 
a  mistake  in  taking  on  American 
journalist  John  Sack's  An  Eye  for 
an  Eye:  Vie  Untold  Story  of  Jew¬ 
ish  Revenge  Against  Germans  in 
1945.  Critic  Eike  Geisel  said  in  a 
Frankfurt  newspaper  that  the 
book  was  “an  audacious  lie," 
“vile  docudrama"  and  “antisemi- 
tic  fodder.” 

Sack  has  been  fending  off 
charges  like  this  for  two  years. 
He  responds  that  the  critic  “re¬ 
wrote  scenes  from  the  book  to 
convey  a  sadistic  sensationalism 
that  he  then  ’credits'  to  me.” 

Says  Sack:  “The  review  is 
shocking." 

But  Viktor  Niemann,  the  new¬ 
ly  installed  head  of  Piper,  is  more 
upset  by  the  book  itself.  He  said 
he  didn’t  find  the  journalist's  live¬ 
ly  treatment  credible:  “We  want 
a  documentation  that  is  thick  and 
indisputable." 

In  a  statement.  Niemann  said 
he  was  concerned  that  the  book 
would  be  used  by  extremists  to 
minimize  the  evil  deeds  of  the 
Nazis. 

A  key  figure  in  Sack's  book  is 
Solomon  Morel,  who  lost  his  fa¬ 
ther,  mother,  brothers,  uncles, 
aunts  and  all  but  one  cousin  in 
the  Holocaust.  For  six  months 
after  the  war.  Morel  ran  an  in¬ 
ternment  camp  for  German  civil¬ 
ians  in  the  Polish  community  of 
Swietochlowice. 

Former  inmates  told  Sack  that 
Morel  brutalized,  tortured  and 
killed  some  of  the  German  civil¬ 
ians  housed  at  the  camp. 

Two  years  ago.  Morel  fled  to 
Israel;  Polish  authorities  are  re¬ 
portedly  considering  filing  mur¬ 


der  charges  against  him. 

The  extent  to  which  Morel’s 
Jewishness  relates  to  his  actions 
has  been  part  of  the  controversy 
surrounding  An  Eye  for  an  Eye. 
Sack  wrote  that  the  Polish  Office 
of  State  Security,  which  ran  the 
camps,  was  headed  by  a  Jew.  and 
that  most  of  the  department 
heads  and  at  least  3*1  percent  of 
the  officers  were  Jews.  Between 
bO.OOO  and  80.01V  ethnic  Ger¬ 
mans  are  believed  ttf  have  died  in 
the  camps,  whether  from  disease 
or  deliberate  maltreatment. 

Sack's  work  has  had  a  conten¬ 
tious  history.  Originally  written 
as  a  long  narrative  for  the  maga¬ 
zine  GQ.  it  was  killed  at  the  last 
minute.  The  Village  Voice  then 
primed  it.  In  late  1993.  An  Eye 
for  an  Eye  was  published  by  Basic 
Books,  a  scholarly  and  respected 
imprint. 

A  feature  by  bO  Minutes  that 
backed  up  Sack  seemed  to  prom¬ 
ise  major  attention  and  at  least 
minor  best-sellcrdom.  but  the 
rest  of  the  media  either  attacked 
or  ignored  the  book.  The  genera! 
tenor  was  summed  up  in  a  Miami 
Jewish  Week  headline;  “Do  Me  a 
Favor  -  Don't  Read  This  Book." 

The  most  severe  criticism  came 
from  Daniel  Goldhagen  in  the 
Mew  Republic.  In  a  5.UW)-word 
onslaught.  Goldhagen  slammed 
Sack  with  phrases  like  “wildly  out 
of  focus  and  exaggerated.” 
“sheer  inventions”  and  “not  be¬ 
neath  resorting  to  outright  fie- 
lionalization."' 

Even  some  supporters  believed 
that  Sack  -  a  longtime  practitio¬ 
ner  of  what  used  to  be  called  New 
Journalism  -  employed  an  inap¬ 
propriate  style.  An  otherwise 
sympathetic  account  in  hint’  York 
magazine  called  An  Eye  fur  an 
Eye  “hyperactively  written.” 

For  all  the  accusations  against 
him.  Sack  is  unbowed.  ”1  had  a 
moral  duty  to  write  thi>  book." 
says  the  man  who  was  voted 
“most  religious'*  in  his  Torah 
class.  “1  would  do  the  whole 
thing  all  over  again." 

(The  Washington  Post  I 


Installing  new  glass  in  a  window  need  not  be  a  complete  pane 


Remember  that  glass 

pane  on  the  terrace  door 
that  cracked  last  year 
when  your  toddler  whacked  it 
with  his  toy  hammer?  The  one 
you’ve  been  meaning  to  take  to 
the  glazier?  The  one  you  doc¬ 
tored  with  masking  tape? 

Remember  that  terrible  wind 
storm  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  that 
practically  blew  your  house  to 
Qz?  Remember  the  hole  it  left  in 
your  bedroom  window?  The  one 
you’ve  been  covering  with  a  blan¬ 
ket? 

Well,  replacing  a  windowpane 
is  not  the  work  of  wizards. 

Materials  required:  gloves 
(kfafot  avodat,  with  leather 
palm,  which  cost  NIS  5  or  NIS  6 
at  a  hardware  store;  tape  mea¬ 
sure;  hammer;  screwdriver;  pli¬ 
ers;  kitchen  knife;  and  red  glazier 
puttv  (merek  adorn)  -  about  two 
fistfuls.  (Note  that  these  items 
are  required  for  wood-frame  win¬ 
dows,  not  those  with  aluminum 
frames.) 


or  on  the  floor.  Wearing  gloves, 
pull  out  the  glass,  starting  from 
the  crack  or  hole.  Apply  as  much 
force  as  necessary. 

•  .When  the  frame  is  glass-free, 
remove  all  the  old  putty  from 
around  the  edges  by  chiseling  it 
out  with  a  hammer  and  a  screw¬ 
driver.  Do  this  carefully,  so  as 
not  to  damage  the  wood. 

•  When  the  putty  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  removed,  you  will  sec 
small  nails  (virtually  headless)  at 
intervals  along  all  four  sides  of 
the  frame. 

•  Remove  each  one  with  a  tug  of 
the  pliers.  Put  the  nails  aside  to 
be  used  again  later.  If  they  are 
bent  during  extraction ,  straighten 
them  by  hammering  against  a 
hard  surface.  (Since  their  func¬ 
tion  is  to  keep  the  glass  in  place 
before  putty  is  applied,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  they  be  in  perfect 
condition. ) 


FIX  IT  YOURSELF 


TAL  KATZ 


•  Measure  (to  the  millimeter) 
the  width  and  length  of  the  inside 
of  (he  frame,  not  the  hole.  (The 
window  will  be  larger  than  the 
hole,  as  it  rests  on  a  “step.") 

•  Take  your  list  of  measure¬ 
ments  and  your  tape  measure  to  a 
glazier.  The  glazier  will  cut  the 
glass  a  bit  smaller  than  your  mea¬ 
surements  (to  allow  slight  free¬ 
dom  of  movement  of  the  pane  in 
the  frame).  Standard  panes  are  3 
mm.  thick.  Heavy-duty  glass  is  4 
mm.  thick.  If  you  are  uncertain 
about  the  thickness  of  your  win¬ 
dow,  bring  a  sample  of  the  bro¬ 
ken  glass  with  you  when  purchas¬ 
ing  the  pane. 

It  is  preferable  -  in  terms  of 
selection  and  price  -  to  go  to  the 


larger  glass  outlets  (usually  in 
industrial  shopping  areas)  than  to 
smaller,  neighborhood  glaziers. 

Purchase  the  putty  from  ’the 
glazier.  Some  shops  will  sell  you 
only  a  can  of  putty  (rather  than  a 
“handful”).  A  can  costs  about 
NIS  10. 

•  Center  the  new  pane  on  its 
frame.  (Again,  laying  it  flat  on  a 
table  or  the  floor.) 

•  Replace  the  nails  you  removed 
earlier  by  laying  them  down  on 
the  glass,  with  the  point  in  the 


direction  of  the  wood.  Place  the 
hammer  down  on  the  glass.  Hold 
the  nail  down  with  your  finger 
white  hammering  it  into  the 
frame  with  a  sliding  motion.  Do 
this  carefully,  as  the  hammer  will 
be  sliding  along  the  glass. 

The  nail  should  overlap  the 
pane,  not  be  hammered  ail  the 
way  into  the  wood.  Repeat  at 
intervals  similar  to  the  original. 
There  should  be  about  three 
lengthwise,  and  two  along  the 
width. 


Knead  the  putty  in  your  hands, 
between  palm  and  fingers,  for  a 
few  minutes.  This  prepares  it  for 
easier  application. 

•  Tear  small  pieces  off  the 
“wad"  in  your  hand,  and  squash 
them  generously  at  intervals 
along  the  edge  of  the  frame 
(where  the  glass  meets  the  wood, 
over  the  nails). 

•  With  a  regular  kitchen  knife 
(nor  as  sharp  as  a  steak  knife), 
smooth  the  putty  along  the  crack. 
The  knife  should  be  tilted  so  that 
its  duller  edge  is  “scraping"  and 
“shaping”  the  putty  into  place. 
Extra  putty  will  begin  falling 
away  onto  the  glass.  Collect  all 
excess  putty  and  knead  it  togeth¬ 


er  for  reuse. 

Don't  get  frustrated  if  the  putty 
doesn't  cooperate  on  your  first 
tty’.  You  can  always  remove  it 
and  do  it  again,  until  you  achieve 
a  smooth,  slanted  surface.  Com¬ 
pare  it  to  another  window,  to  see 
wbai  it's  supposed  to  look  like 
when  you're  done. 

Allow  to  dry  for  a  week  or  two 
(depending  on  the  weather)  be¬ 
fore  painting.  Remove  wet  putty 
smudges  on  the  glass  with  kero¬ 
sene.  and  dried  putty  smudges 
with  a  razor  blade. 

If  you  have  a  question  or  can 
suggest  simple  solutions  to  prob¬ 
lems.  write  to;  Fix  It  Yourself. 
POB  81.  Jerusalem  910 On. 


Directions 

•  Remove  the  window  or  door 
by  lifting  it  up  and  out  of  its, 

hinge.  „  . . 

•  Lay  the  window  flat  on  a  table 


DRIVE  CAREFULLY! 


ID' 


THE  LAST  JEWS  IN  .YEMEN 

A  new  color  video  documenting  the  2500  year  old 
Jewish  community  in  Yemen,  just  before  their 
dream  of  Aliyah  to  Israel  was  fulfilled.  The  film 
follows  Tamar  Jarufi-Ungar.,  a  young  Israeli  of 
Yemenite  descent  in  search  of  her  ancestral  roots. 
Included  are  scenes  from  places  never  filmed 
before  portraying  Jewish  everyday  life  and  the 
biblical,  religious  practices  of  this  unique  and 
ancient  Jewish  enclave.  Filmed  by  Jack  and 
Tamar  Ungar.  Produced  by  Larry  Frisch. 
Narrarated  in  English,  43  min. 

JP  Price  NIS  59.00 


To:  The  JP  Video  Collection,  POB  81,  Jerusalem 
91000  Tel.  02-241282 
Please  send  me  The  Last  Jews  in  Yemen. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  for  NIS  59.00  ea,  payable  to 
The  Jerusalem  Post.  Credit  card  orders  accepted 
by  phone. 

□  VHS-PAL  □  VHS-NTSC(N.  America) 
For  overseas  air  mail  delivery  please  add  NIS  12.00 
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Phonetic  Version 

NIS  369.00 


Ideal  for 
English 


Israel’s  Most  Popular  Hebrew-English, 

English-Hebrew  Electronic  Dictionary 

•  Approved  by  The  Israeli  Ministry  of  Education 

•  Contains  220,000  words. 

e  Phonetic  pronunciation  function  that  gives  you  the 
Hebrew  word  in  English  transliteration. 

•  Synonym  function  in  Hebrew  and  English. 

•  Hebrew  verbs  appear  in  the  infinitive. 

•  Contains  idioms  and  expressions  to  aid  in  correct  word 
usage. 

•  Readable  2-line  display. 

•  Elevated  QWERTY  keyboard,  lightweight  and 
compact  design. 

•  Runs  on  4  AA  batteries  (included),  1 00  hour 
continuous  use. 

•  12  month  guarantee. 


JP  Special:  NIS  359  -  payable  in  3  monthly  payments  of  NIS  123. 
Prices  include  VAT  and  door  to  door  delivery. 

Subject  to  stock  on  hand. 


TO 


tmm 


c/o  The  Jerusalem  Post,  POB  81 ,  Jerusalem  91000 


Please  Deliver  Phonetic  Mitonit 
In  three  payments  of  NIS  123 
or  single  payment  of  NIS  360.00 
Enclosed  is  my  payment  by  check(s), 

payable  to  The  Jerusalem  Post, 

or  credit  card  details  Q  Visa  Q  Isracard  a  Diners 


:  Optional  Vocabulary  Chips: 

'■•Q  Hebrew-Frehch,  French  -Hebrew  NIS  125  • 

□  Hebrew-German,  German-Hebrew  NJS 125 
■Q  Hebrew-Spanish,  Spanteh-Hebrew MS  125 

□  Technical  Terminology  MS  1 35 
O  Medical  Terminology  NIS  135 
D  Legal  Terminology  NIS  13S 

O  Business  &  Financial  Terminology  NIS  135 
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$250  million  in 


Commercial  banks  cut  lending  rate 


insurance  for  projects 
abroad  approved 


ALL  five  of  the  country’s  main 
commercial  banks  will  lower  their 
prime  lending  rates  by  0.7  per¬ 
centage  points  today,  in  response 
to  the  Bank  of  Israel's  similar 
reduction  in  the  interest  rate. 

The  banks  said  they  would  cut 
their  prime  lending  rates  to 
17.8%. 


GAUT  UPKIS  BECK 


FINANCE  Minister  Avrabara 
Shohat  yesterday  approved  $250 
million  in  insurance  for  large 
business  projects  abroad  by  the 
Israel  Foreign  Trade  Risks  Insur¬ 
ance  Corporation  ("LFTRIC). 

The  decision  opens  the  way  for 
local  companies  to  participate  m 
large  international  projects  in  de¬ 
veloping  countries. 

The  Treasury  approved  $85m. 
in  coverage  for  four  projects  by 
Israeli  companies  in  central  and 
south  America,  the  $60rn.  partici¬ 
pation  in  a  chemicals  project  in 
the  Far  East,  and  up  to  SlOOra. 
for  establishing  an  oil  refinery  in 
Egypt- 

Treasury  officials  confirmed 
that  the  Egyptian  project  is  led 
by  Medor  owner  Yossi  Maiman, 
who  previously  requested  US 
loan  guarantees  funds  to  back  the 
project.  The  Treasury  refused 
and  instead  will  provide  insur¬ 
ance  against  political  risks. 


Supply  of 
housing  under 
construction 
jumps  10.6% 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 


THE  supply  of  housing  under  con¬ 
struction  shot  up  10.6  percent  to 

72.500  units  in  the  last  quarter  of 
1994,  as  housing  starts  took  off  and  ’ 
completions  fell,  the  Central  Bureau 
of  Statistics  reported  yesterday. 

The  number  of  units  under  con¬ 
struction  at  the  end  of  last  year 
reached  the  levels  of  the  third  quar¬ 
ter  of  1992,  when  the  government 
froze  public  construction. 

Private  sector  units  under  con¬ 
struction  reached  a  record  52,900, 
more  than  double  the  number  of 
units  at  the  end  of  1989,  when  the 
immigration  wave  from  the  Soviet 
Union  began. 

Housing  starts  jumped  17%‘  last 
year  to  43 ,300  units  from  37,000  in 
1993. 

Public  housing  soared  54.4%  to 

10.500  units  from  6,800  in  1993. 
Private  sector  housing  starts  grew  a 
more  moderate  8.9%  to  32,900 
units. 

The  number  of  housing  starts  in¬ 
creased  as  the  year  progressed.  In 
the  first  half  of  the  year,  housing 
starts  grew  at  a  pace  of  9 ,300  units  a 
quarter. 

In  the  third  quarter,  the  number  of 
starts  rose  1G.S%  to  10,300,  leaping 
40.8%  in  the  last  quarter  to  14,500 
starts. 

By  contrast,  housing  completions 
dove  21%  to  33,900  units  last  year. 
Public  sector  completions  dropped 
by  more  than  half  to  9,500  units  last 
year  compared  with  21,400  in  1993. 

The  decrease  reflects  the  steep 
drop  in  public  housing  starts  that 
began  in  1992. 


In  the  private  sector,  completions' 
jumped  13.4%  last  year  to  24,500 
units. 
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JOSE  ROSENFEUD 


IFTR1C  director  Doron 
Klauzner  refused  to  identify  the 
companies  involved,  but  said  the 
projects  included  water  purifica¬ 
tion,  thermal  energy  and 
chemicals. 

Klauzner  explained  that  unlike 
regular  export  transactions, 
where  payment  by  the  buyer  is 
backed  by  the  foreign  govern¬ 
ment  or  bank  against  the  goods 
sold,  the  project’s  debt  is  repaid 
from  the  cash  flows  it  generates. 

This  increases  the  risk  of  de¬ 
fault,  since  if  the  project  is  not 
successful  it  will  fail  to  provide 
the  cash  flow  necessary  to  pay 
back  its  debt.  As  a  result,  devel¬ 
oping  countries  are  reticent  to 
guarantee  the  projects,  especially 
since  they  tend  to  be  overbur¬ 
dened  with  debt. 

Although  IFTRIC  will  only  in¬ 
sure  against  political  risks,  it  is 


considering  extending  its  cover¬ 
age  in  the  future,  said  Klauzner. 

Nevertheless,,  it  will  still  insist 
on  extensive  review  of  projects  to 
ensure  their  viability  so  it  can 
clearly  distinguish  between  politi¬ 
cal  and  business  risks. 

Klauzner  said  Israel  will  only 
insure  projects  that  are  also 
backed  by  another  country’s  for¬ 
eign  trade  risk  insurance  compa¬ 
ny  which  has  a  project  finance 
division  with  the  technical  exper¬ 
tise  to  evaluate  the  projects. 

The  insurance  will  cover  credit 
for  a  period  of  up  to  10  years 
from  the  time  the  project  is  com¬ 
pleted.  IFTRIC  will  cover  against 
the  risks  of  nationalization,  con¬ 
fiscation,  war,  revolution,  civil 
insurrection  and  political  acts 
Which  would  prevent  the  firm’s 
business  activity. 

The  new  program  requires  the 
Knesset  Finance  Committee’s 
approval. 


First  International  Bank  was 
the  first  to  announce  the  decrease 
several  hours  after  the  Bank  of 
Israel’s  announcement.  United 
Mizrahi  Bank,  Bank  Lenmi, 
Bank  Hapoalim  and  Bank  Dis¬ 
count  followed  one  day  later. 


Approval  given  for 
Israel  Shipyards  sale 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 


THE  cabinet  economics  commit¬ 
tee  yesterday  gave  the  go  ahead 
for  the  sale  of  Israel  Shipyards  to 
'  SKO  Car  Investments  and  SKO 
Car  Ltd,  alter  Attorney-General 
Michael  Ben-Yair  stated  there 
were  no  legal  impediments. 

Hie  committee  authorized  the 
Government  Companies  Author¬ 
ity  to  continue  with  the  sale. 

The  authority  yesterday  for¬ 
warded  Finance  Minister  Avra- 
ham  Shohat’s  request  to  approve 
the  sale  to  the  Knesset  Finance 
Committee. 

Following  the  committee’s  ap¬ 
proval,  the  government  win  ask 


Talks  on  OECD  membership  to  begin 


ISRAEL  will  formally  begin  talks 
next  week  with  the  Organization 
of  Economic  Cooperation  and 
Development  (OECD),  which 
could  lead  to  joining  the  group, 
Foreign  Ministry  Economics  De¬ 
partment  director  Oded  Eran 
said  yesterday. 

The  meeting  was  set  after  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Shimon  Peres  met 
with  OECD  Secretary  General 
Jeac-CIaude  Paye,  and  he  agreed 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 


to  open  discussions  with  Israel. 

Although  the  question  of  join¬ 
ing  the  organization  is  not  being 
discussed  at  the  moment ,  Eran 
said  “were  Israel  to  be  accepted, 
it  would  automatically  raise  the 
country’s  rating.” 

Other  officials,  however,  ex¬ 
pressed  serious  reservations 
about  the  country  joining  the 


OECD,  which  represents  devel¬ 
oped  countries. 

One  was  particularly  con¬ 
cerned  that  it  will  only  impose 
obligations  and  interfere  with  the 
benefits  Israel  receives  as  a  devel¬ 
oping  nation. 

The  official  said  those  pushing 
for  recognition  believe  '‘that  5 
you  sleep  with  dogs,  you’ll  bark  - 


‘Insurance  firms  can’t 
use  automobile  theft  as 
reason  to  hike  rates’ 


New  ministry  plan  expected 
to  stabilize  produce  prices 


GAUT  UPKIS  BECK 


EVELYN  GORDON 


INSURANCE  companies  should 
not  be  allowed  to  raise  car  insur¬ 
ance  rate  to  cover  losses  from 
theft,  because  their  policies  are 
responsible  for  encouraging 
much  of  the  theft,  MK  Ariel 
Weinstein  (Likud)  said 
yesterday. 

Weinstein  was  responding  to 
press  reports  that  the  companies 
want  to  increase  the  price  of  car 
insurance  by  between  10%  and 
20%. 

In  their  application  to  the  su¬ 
pervisor  of  insurance,  the  compa¬ 
nies  said  they  needed  the  increase 
to  compensate  for  losses  of 
NIS  200 ,  million  last  year,  of 
which  NlSlOOm.  were  due  to 
theft 

However,  Weinstein  said  the 
companies  themselves  create  a 
demand  for  stolen  cars,  because 


they  require  garages  to  perform 
all  repairs  with  used  parts  -  and 
stolen  cars  are  the  easiest  source 
of  used  parts. 

According  to  the  police,  25%- 
30%  of  all  car  thefts  are  for  parts, 
Weinstein  said.  • 

As  proof  of  the  insurance  com¬ 
panies’  demands,  Weinstein  cir¬ 
culated  forms  from  three  licensed 
car  insurance  assessors  -  each  of 
which  included  some  version  of 
the  statement  “used  parts  only." 

“The  insurance  companies  are 
encouraging  thefts,"  he  said. 
“They’re  creating  the  market  - 
because  [people]  steal  cars  to 
take  them  apart.” 

Weinsteiu  said  he  has  asked 
the  supervisor  of  insurance  not  to 
approve  the  rate  hike  until  he  has 
thoroughly  investigated  this 


THE  fruit  and  vegetable  index  is 
expected  to  fall  six  percent  this 
month  but  will  then  stabilize.  Ag¬ 
riculture  Ministry  deputy  director 
general  Dalia  Harel  said 
yesterday. 

In  January,  the  ministry  started 
to  intervene  in  the  market  by  re¬ 
moving  surpluses  of  agricultural 
produce  and  approving- imports 
in  times  of  a  shortage. 

The  intervention  plan  will  cost 
the  government  about  NIS  20 
million  annually  in  the  vegetable 
field  and  another  NIS  3m.  in  the 
citrus  sector. 

Agriculture  Minister  Ya’acov 
Tsur  said  the  sharp  fluctuations 
the  last  few  months  in  fruit  ami 
vegetable  prices  have  had  a  dra¬ 
matic  impact  on  the  index. 

Tsar  said  farmers  and  consum¬ 
ers  have  a  common  interest  in 
“maintaining  stable  prices  at  a 
reasonable  leveL” 

He  said  that  as  part  of  the  plan 
imports  will  be  automatically  ap¬ 
proved  when  the  price  of  a  partic¬ 
ular  fruit  or  vegetable  rises  above 


Tsur  Farmers  and  consumers 
have  a  common  interest  in 
‘maintaining  stable  prices  at  a 
reasonable  leveL’  (Uri  Keren) 


a  certain  level 

If  the  price  of  agriculture  pro¬ 
duce  drops  below  a  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  farmers’  production 
costs,  the  ministry  will  intervene 
by  removing  the  surplus  to  insure, 
a  minimum  price  to  fanners. 


Tower  Semiconductor  posts 
107%  rise  in  annual  net  profits 

Gilat  Satellite  Networks  boosts  earnings  to  $6.1  million 


TOWER  Semiconductor  posted 
a  107  percent  rise  in  annual  net 
profits  last  year  to  S7.76  million 
from  $3.74m.  in  1993. 

Yearly  revenues  went  up  54% 
to  557.7m.  from  $37.56m.,  while 
price  per  share  rose  to  51.03  from 
$0.55. 

Net  profits  for  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter  rose  95%  to  $2.96m.  from 
Si. 5m.  in  the  comparable  quarter 
last  year. 

Revenues  went  up  to  $17m. 
from  $1 1.9m.,  while  price  per 
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share  rose  to  $032  from  $0.23. 

CEO  Sanford  Kane  attributed 
the  growth  to  the  company’s  in¬ 
creased  manufacturing  capacity. 

Tower  announced  a  new 
three-year  contract  with  National 
Semiconductor  to  supply  it  with 
5,000  wafers  per  month  from 
3,500  per  month. 

•  Gilat  Satellite  Networks  an¬ 
nounced  an  increase  in  annual 
net  profits  to  S6.1m.  from 
$4.1m. 

Price  per  share  went  up  to 
$0.73  from  $033,  while  revenues 
increased  to  S27m.  from  516.9m. 

Quarterly  net  profits  went  up 
40%  to  52.25m.  from  Si. 6m. 

Revenues  jumped  to  S9.3m. 


its  value  to  the  company  by  25%. 

Gilat  has  also  entered  into  an 
satellite  engineering  joint  venture' 
in  China  as  a  minority  partner. 

•  Teledate  reported  a  S4m.  loss 
in  the  fourth  quarter,  compared 
with  a  $2.8m.  net  gain  during  the 
same  period  last  year. 

Revenues  fell  to  S4.1m.  from 
$10.7Sm. 

For  the  year,  there  was  a  de-' 
dine  in  net  profits  to  $618380 
from  S9.96m. 

Revenues  in  1994  dropped  to 
528.25m.  from  $36.9m.  in  the 
previous  year. 

Teledata  said  the  downturn 
was  due  to  a  drop  In  sales. 

The  company  reduced  its 
workforce  by  25%  and  leased 
properties  by  20%  in  an  effort  to 
reverse  the  trend. 

New  CEO  Joseph  Atsmon, 
formerly  of  Tadiran,  has  decided 


Greenspan: 
Economic 
growth 
slowing  ' 


from  $5.3m.t  while  prices  per-  to  reorganize  the  company’s  re¬ 


shape  rose  to  5037  from  S0.20. 

Gilat  has  renegotiated  its  1993 
agreement  with  world  lottery 
leader  GTECH  that  will  increase 


search  and  developemeni  depart¬ 
ment  into  two  units  -  (dephony 
access  products  and  wireless  ac¬ 
cess  products. 


WASHINGTON  (Reuter)  -  Fed¬ 
eral  Reserve  Board  Chairman 
Alan  Greenspan  said  yesterday 
the  fast-paced  economy  may  be 
Shifting  into  lower  gear  because 
of  higher  interest  rates,  but  add¬ 
ed  it  was  too  soon  to  say  inflation 
was  no  longer  a  threat 

“The  data  that  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  first  weeks  of  1995 
have  offered  some  indications 
that  the  expansion  may  finally  be 
slowing  from  its  torrid  and  unsus¬ 
tainable  pace  of  late  1994,” 
Greenspan  told  the  Senate  Bank¬ 
ing  Committee. 

In  his  semi-annual  report  to 
Congress  on  the  economy,  he 
sounded  an  upbeat  note,  making 
it  dear  he  saw  no  signs  of  the 
country  slipping  into  recession. 

“Overall,  the  performance  of 
the  economy  [in  1995]  still  should 
be  good,”  Greenspan  said.  “We 
expect  growth  to  continue  and 
Inflation  to  be  contained.” 


The  banks  did  not  change  the 
rates  they  charge  on  other  bor¬ 
rowing  components. 

Bank  Leumi,  United  Mizrahi 


count  Bank  and  Bank  Hapoa- 
Um’s  risk  premium  will  remam  at 
2.8%  and  23%  respectively. 

The  interest  rate  penalty  for 
unauthorized  credit  will  remain. 
3%  at  Leumi  and  United  Miz- 


B an fc  a nd  Firs t  InternttioMl .  «  M»- W :*■ 
Bank’s  risk  premium  will  remain  to  charge  2.8%,  First 


three  percent,  while  Israel  Dis-  tional  2.7%  and  Hapoalim  2.6*. 


the  courts  to  takejhe  company  out 
of  receivership  to  enable  the  sale 
to  be  completed. 

The  group,  which  includes 
Shlomo  Shraelzer’s  25  percent 
stake,  beat  the  Admiral  group  in  a 
second  round  of  bidding. 

SKO  Car  agreed  to  a  number  of 
conditions  not  included  in  the 
original  tender. 

For  example,  the  buyers  agreed 
to  maintain  the  company  as  a 
shipyard  and  pay  any  workers  it 
dismisses  in  the  next  two  years  the 
same  compensation  that  a  group 
of  fired  workers  received  in 
March. 


instead,  they’ll  get  fleas.” 

If  the  issue  of  joining  come  up 
for  a  derision,  the  Industry  and 
Trade  Ministry  and  die  Treasury 
are  expected  to  oppose  it. 

At  the  meeting,  Israel  will 
show  how  it  can  contribute  to  the 
organization  in  the  areas  of  ener¬ 
gy,  environmental  protection, 
education,  urban  development, 
agriculture  and  economic  statis¬ 
tics,  Eran  said. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 


TASE  board  removes  10%  limit  on  fluctuation  hr  shares  The 
Tel  Aviv  Stock  F.yrhangr  board  of  directors  has  approved  the 
removal  of  the  10  percent  limit  on  daily  fluctuations  in  shares 
on  the  Two-Sided  market  The  decision  now  requires  the 
approval  of  the  Securities  Authority.  _  . 

An  additional  derision  to  remove  the  quarter  percent  limit  _ 
on  Two-Sided  bids  has  already  becc  approved  ijy  the  Securities 
Authority.  The  new  method  will  allow  them  to  increase  by 
whole  points. 


Israel  and  Jordan  yesterday  initialed  an  agreement  for  the 

protection  of  investments.  Treasury  Internationa}  Division 
Director  Ehud  Kaufman  said  yesterday.  The  deal  aims  to 
and  protect  investments  from  both  countries. 


Bank  Leumi  fe-lsrael  (Switzerland)  completed  the  year  with  a 
nine  percent  rise  in  net  profits  to  SFr  33  mfilkm.  Net  return  on 
equity  fell  to  18.9  percent  from  20.3%  hi  the  previous  year. 

The  bank’s  total  assets  remained  virtually  unchanged  at 
SFr  754m.  Tins  sum  does  not  include  deposits  and  securities 
portfolios  held  in  trust  for  the  bank's  customers.  A  Bank  Leumi 
spokesman  said  the  bank  does  not  publish  'quarterly  results. 

Bank  Leumi  Switzerland  operates  branches  in  Zurich  and 
Geneva.  The  bank’s  mum  activities  are  private  banking  services 
and  management  of  investment  portfolios.  Toward  the  end  of 
the  year,  Meir  Gross  was  appointed  general  manager. 


LodziaRotex  Textiles  has  started  to  import  underwear  from 
Italy.  The  veteran  textile  manufacture  has  signed  an  exclusive 
marketing  agreement  with  Andre  Sateanx  and  an  exclusive 
production  agreement  with  one  of  the  large  underwear 
manufactures  in  Italy. 


►H 


Metafl  says  strike  to  start  tomorrow:  German  engineering 
workers  in  the  rich  south  German  state  of  Bavaria  wfflgoomofi 
strike  from  tomorrow,  Klaus  Zwickel,  head  of  the  three- 
million  strong  IG  Metafl  union  told  a  newscottfertace  '  ‘  .T  ~  ' 
yesterday.  Zwickel  said  die  strikes  are  to  bac£33fk  percem  L;..^  ^ 
pay  claim. 

The  strike  will  be  the  first  in  Germany's  engineering 
industry  in  11  years.  Zwickel  said  the  vote,  whk#gave  88 
percent  support  for  a  strike,  should  be  seen  as  a  message  to  .  .  -  -  . .  . 
employers  not  to  escalate  the  conflict  further.  The  employers 
have  made  no  offer  in  response  to  the  demands.  Reuter 


Philips  doubles  ’94  profits  and  dividends:  Europe’s  biggest 
consumer  electronics  company.  Philips  Electronics  NV,  said 
yesterday  it  had  more  than  doubled  3994 profits  and 
dividends.  The  groiq)  added  that  its  five-year  restructuring  plan 
had  put  it  on  the  right  track.  Philips  saidnet  income  from 
normal  business  operations  leapt  to  2.05  bilUon  guilders  ($1.24 
biflian)  from  856  million  (SS19  million),  toward  the  top  of  a 
Z .85-2.05  billion  guilder  ($2.12-1.245.)  analysts’  forecast  range. 

Group  turnover  dhnbed  to  60.98  billion  guilder*  v$37^.) 
from  58-83  billion  ($35.7b.),  while  Che  dividend  rose  to  1,25  . 

guilders  per  share  from  a  previous  0.50  guilders.  Reuter 


mm. 


Hanson  slashes  debt  with  demerger  of  34  US  businesses: 
British-based  conglomerate  Hanson  said  yesterday  it  planned  to 
demerge  34  noncore  US  businesses  and  other  assets  through 
the  flotation  of  a  hew  company  called  US  Industries  Inc  (USI). 

The  group  said  the  move,  which  will  form  a  diversified 
consumer  business  with  annual  revenues  of  around  $3  billion,. 
would  help  clear  the  way  for  more  Hanson  acquisitions. 

Hanson  shares  rose  on  the  news,  touching  242  pence  before 
easing  to  240-2/2,  five  peace  above  Tuesday's  clbse.  Renter 


Sweden’s  Astra  posts  23%  earnings  rise:  Swedish 

pharmaceutical- firm  AB  Astra  reported  a  23  percent  rise  in  pre¬ 
tax  1994  earnings  yesterday.  Pre-tax  profit  jumped  to  9.616 
billion  crowns  ($1.31  billion)  in  1994  compared  to.7£18  billion. 
Swedish  stock  markets  had  been  expecting  a  slightly  larger 
profit,  however,  and  marked  Astra’s  share  down  3 3  crowns  to 
192  crowns  in  heavy  trade, 

Astra,  Europe’s  fastest-growing  drugs  firm,  said  sales  were 
expected  to  continue  increasing  at  a  considerably  faster  rate 
than  the  growth  of  the  total  market.,-  Reuter 
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MORNING 

%  Vatume 
Pr«»  Change  Shares 
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212  -0.9  140926 

245  -4.7  70870 
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1399  -4  0  259 
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*2.0  14399 
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Dollar  crossrates  (US) 


SOURCE: 
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Foreign  financial  data  courtesy  of 

CommStock  Trading  Ltd. 

I  Ml  Futures,  Options, 
mWk  Stocks,  Bonds 
IL  and  Mutual  Funds 
I  34  Ben  Yehuda  St, 

Jerusalem, 

Tel.  02-244963.  03-5758826 
Fax.  02-244876 
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Market  suffers 
another  dark  day 

TEL  AVIV  STOCK  MARKET 


151.76 

*-3.52% 


Two-Sided  index  Mao 

IT  was  a  very  bad  day  on  the  Tel 
Aviv  Stock  Exchange,  as  prices 
plunged  sharply  yesterday. 

What  got  the  traders  worried, 
if  not  panicky,  is  that  the  market 
insiders  are  naming  out  of  ex¬ 
cuses  to  explain  the  share  mar¬ 
ket's  behavior. 

The  capital  gains  tax  has  come 
and  gone  and  interest  rates  are 
beginning  to  decline,  but  the 
market  still  goes  down  -  the  Two- 
Sided  fell  3.3  percent,  the  Maof 
3.4%  and  the  Karam  2.9%. 
Turnover  was  N1S  82  million. 

The  provident  funds  crisis  is 
gathering  speed,  as  clients  line  up 
to  redeem  their  deposits.  It  was 
reported  that  the  level  of  re¬ 
demptions  during  the  last  two  or 
three  days  was  in  excess  of 
N1S  200  million. 

U  is  feared  the  level  of  redemp¬ 
tions  for  February  will  exceed 
the  NIS  1  billion  mark. 

What  seems  more  worrisome 
than  the  crisis  itself  is  the  fact  that 
no  one  seems  to  be  trying  to  get  a 
handle  on  the  problem. 

Finance  Ministry  director-gen¬ 
eral  David  Brodet  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  saying  there  was  no  crisis  on 
the  capital  market  Famous  last 
words  -  he  is  probably  the  only 
one  who  thinks  so. 

But  there  are  those  who  are 
beginning  to  realize  that  “the  cri¬ 
sis  that  isn't”  reflects  a  deep  crisis 
of  confidence  at  ail  levels  of  the 
economy  and  the  political 
system. 

Inflation  is  continuing  unabat¬ 
ed,  notwithstanding  the  low 
prices  of  fruit  and  vegetables;  the 
trade  deficit  is  simply  huge  and 
the  government  looks  unable  to 
cope  with  anything. 

Tuesday’s  amazing  round  of 
ministerial  musical  chairs  is  hard¬ 
ly  a  testimonial  of  political  acu¬ 
men  or  managerial  savvy,  and 
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there  is  not  even  a  hint  of  a  fiscal 
policy  aimed  at  dealing  with 
inflation. 

Meanwhile,  political  pressure 
is  forcing  the  Bank  of  Israel  to  do 
what  it  did  not  want  to  do  a  week 
ago. 

Worse,  the  provident  funds  cri¬ 
sis  is  bringing  (he  central  bank  to 
contemplate  intervening  on  the 
bond  market  if  some  kind  of  mag¬ 
ical  threshold  (apparently  5%)  is 
reached  in  bond  yields  and  this 
means  monetary  expansion. 

The  central  bank  will  apparent¬ 
ly  reduce  its  monetary  tenders  to 
banks  to  make  up  for  the  mone¬ 
tary  expansion  generated  by  such 
an  open  market  policy. 

Incidentally,  this  would  consti¬ 
tute  a  form  of  price  manipulation 
not  that  different  in  nature  from 
what  the  banks  did  12  years  ago. 
To  expect  the  capital  market  to 
be  bullish  in  such  conditions 
seems  totally  unrealistic. 

The  most  startling  statistic  to 
be  quoted  is  the  number  of  secu¬ 
rities  which  rose  in  price  on  the 
Two-Sided  market,  one  -  ILDC. 
which  was  up  0.5%. 

There  were  93  securities  that 
declined,  25  by  more  than  5%. 
Among  them  were  Poalim  Invest¬ 
ments  (-9.5%),  Polgat  (-5.6%), 
Clal  Trading  (-5%),  Israel  Cor¬ 
poration  5  (-6.3%),  and  Dead 
Sea  Bromides  (-6J%). 

Trading  on  the  bond  market 
was  brisk,  with  a  turnover  of 
NIS  96ra.  on  the  index-linked 
bond  market. 

Prices  were  generally  down,  al¬ 
beit  slightly,  by  0.2%-0.3%.  The 
issues  with  more  than  10  years  to 
redemptions  were  steady. 

The  high  turnover  seems  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  traders  feel  more  con¬ 
fident  knowing  that  the  central 
bank  might  intervene  should 
price  declines  become  too  sleep. 


FTSE  falls  3.9  points 

WORLD  MARKET  ROUNDUP 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  The  FTSE 
Index  finished  down  3.9  points  ai 
3,019.5  as  Hanson  took  center 
stage  in  an  otherwise  quiet  Lon¬ 
don  market. 

Leading  shares  closed  margin¬ 
ally  easier,  failing  to  hold  modest 
gains  as  an  early  Wall  Street  rally 
ran  out  of  steam.  Hanson  said  it 
would  spin  off  34  uon-core  US 
businesses  to  cut  its  debt  by  Si. 4 
billion. 

FRANKFURT  -  The  German 
DAX  ended  the  bourse  session 
slightly  lower  near  the  200-day 
moving  average  of  2,094. 

Volumes  were  moderate,  and 
the  market  unsettled  by  a  weak 
dollar  and  lower  Bund  futures 
prices. 

The  DAX  Index  ended  down 
3.38  points  at  2,093.16.  In  post- 
bourse  trade  the  DAX  Index  rose 
to  2,096.26. 

PARIS  -  French  shares  ended  a 
slow  day  softer,  paralyzed  by  a 
political  scandal  and  adrift  on  in¬ 
ternational  market  movements. 

The  CAC-40  Index  closed 
down  1.25  points  or  0.07  percent, 
to  1,804.37. 

ZURICH  -  Swiss  shares  closed 
mixed  after  a  quiet  and  trendless 
session.  Volume  was  light,  with 
some  sectozs  showing  gains  while 
other  saw  losses. 


The  share  market  was  appar¬ 
ently  mirroring  every  little  de¬ 
cline  or  increase  in  the  dollar. 

TOKYO  -  Stocks  ended  barely 
changed  after  yet  another  day 
dominated  by  index-linked 
activity. 

However,  electrical  and  tele¬ 
communication  stocks  were 
bought  back,  with  foreigners 
hunting  aiuunu  for  a  good  bar¬ 
gain  in  recently  sold-off  chemi¬ 
cals  and  steels. 

The  Nikkei  average  gained  just 
10.40  points,  or  0.06%,  to 
IS,  106.65  with  300  million  shares 
traded. 

HONG  KONG  -  Stocks  ended 
sharply  lower  on  disappointing 
results  of  a  much  anticipated  gov¬ 
ernment  land  auction. 

The  Hang  Seng  Index  dropped 
173.02  points,  or  2.14fr,  to 
7.909.27,  ending  slightly  off  a  late 
afternoon  low  of  7.877.11. 

SYDNEY  -  The  Australian 
share  market  finished  near  its 
highs  for  the  session  after  a  stron¬ 
ger  share  price  index  (SPH  fu¬ 
tures  contract  lifted  blue  chip 
issues. 

The  All  Ordinaries  Index  fin¬ 
ished  21.9  points,  or  1.18%  high¬ 
er  at  1879.6,  its  biggest  one-ses¬ 
sion  gain  since  February  2  this 
year. 


Stock  prices  end  higher 
on  Greenspan’s  comments 

WALL  STREET  REPORT 


NEW  YORK  (Reuter)  -  Stock 
prices  closed  higher  yesterday, 
buoyed  by  Federal  Reserve 
Chairman  Alan  Greenspan's  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  central  bank 
might  hold  interest  rales  steady 
as  the  economy  cools  down. 

The  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 


age  was  up  9.08  points  at 
3,973.05,  based  on  early  and  un¬ 
official  data. 

In  the  broader  market,  advanc¬ 
ing  issues  led  declines  4-3  on  ac¬ 
tive  volume  of  more  than  340  mil¬ 
lion  shares  on  the  New  York 
Slock  Exchange. 
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Rodman’s  30  rebounds,  Robinson’s 
final  seconds  dunk  edges  Houston 


Cavaliers  stop  Knicks’  rally; 
Brown’s  41  leads  Celtics 


ALONE  AT  THE  TOP  -  Washington’s  Chris  Webber  slams  one 
against  Dallas  in  first-quarter  action.  (AP) 


Good  goalies, 
rusty  shooters 
cause  scoring  void 


HOUSTON  (AP)  -  Another 
Spurs-Rockets.  matchup,  another 
close  game.  And  another  San 
Antonio  win. 

In  five  meetings  between  the 
Midwest  Conference  rivals  this 
season,  four  of  the  games  have 
been  decided  by  three  points  or 
less.  On  Tuesday  night,  the  Spurs 
got  a  98-97  win  -  their  fourth  over 
the  Rockets  this  season  on  David 
Robinson's  jam  with  2.2  seconds 
left. 

Robinson  had  an  off  night, 
scoring  18  points  on  8-for-22 
shooting,  but  teammate  Dennis 
Rodman  had  the  biggest  re¬ 
bounding  night  in  the  NBA  this 
season  with  30. 

"We  really  got  into  ihe  game 
early,  running  and  sharing  the 
ball,"  Spurs  coach  Bob  Hill  said. 
“It  was  maybe  the  best  half  offen¬ 
sively  we  had  all  year." 

Robinson  beat  the  Rockets 
when  Hakeem  Glajuwun  wear  to 
double-team  Sean  Elliott  on  the 
perimeter,  leaving  the  San  .Anto¬ 
nio  center  open  to  lake  Elliott's 
pass. 

"I  thought  I  saw  (Clyde) 
Drexler  slip,  and  I  was  running  at 
Sean."  Olajuwon  said,  “It  was 
just  an  automatic  reaction.  Elliott 
made  the  big  pass  in  finding  Da¬ 
vid  under  the  basket." 

Houston  trailed  by  js  many  as 
23  midway  through  the  second 
period  but  regrouped  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  half  behind  Drexler.  making 
his  home  debut  after  a  trade  a 
week  ago  brought  him  from  Port¬ 
land  for  power  forward  Otis 
Thorpe. 

Drexler  finished  with  29.  but 
Rodman  capitalized  on  Thorpe's 
absence  on  the  front  line. 

Vinny  Del  Negro  led  San  An¬ 
tonio  with  23  points. 

Cavaliers  99.  Knicks  91 

Cleveland  held  off  x  furious  host 
New  York  rally  behind  John  Wil¬ 
liams*  19  points. 

Williams  hit  a  19-foot  jumper  with 
1:0?  remaining  to  gi\e  the  Cai  alters  a 
93-87  lead  after'  the  Knicks  had 
stormed  back  from  a  27-poin:  second- 
half  deficit  to  pull  *Mihin  four. 

Danny  Fern1  scored  20  points  for 


Cleveland,  and  Patrick  Ewing  led 
New  York  with  33  poinfs. 

Celtics  129,  Suns  121 

Dec  Brown  scored  a  career-high  41 
points  to  lead  visiting  Boston. 

Brown  had  27  in  the  first  half,  when 
Boston  opened  a  2f -point  lead  that 
winded  ihe  Suns,  which  lost  for  only 
the  fifth  time  at  home  this  season. 

AC  Green  scored  24  points.  Dan 
Majcrlc  23  and  Kevin  Johnson  21 
each  for  the  Suns,  who  are  2-3  in  their 
last  five  home  games. 

Mavericks  102,  Bullets  97 

Jim  Jackson  scored  44  paints  and 
Dallas  overcame  a  21 -point,  third- 
quarter  deficit. 

Jackson  scored  30  points  in  ihe  sec¬ 
ond  half,  including  a  layup  that  put 
the  Mavericks  ahead  for  good,  99-97. 
with  4!  seconds  left. 

Washington,  which  has  lost  five 
straight  at 'home  and  10  of  II  overall, 
got  30  points  from  Juwan  Howard. 

Bulls  105,  Hawks  88 

Toni  Knkoc  hit  his  first  seven  shots 
and  scored  2i  points  io  spark  visiting 
Chicago. 

The  Bulls,  who  blew  a  19-pwint 
lead  in  a  loss  at  Charlotte  the  previ¬ 
ous  night,  saw  most  of  a  16-poini. 
second-quarter  lead  evaporate 
against  the  Hawks,  but  held  on  at  the 
end. 

Mookie  Blaylock  led  the  Hawks 
with  22  points." 

Nuggets  118,  Clippers  80 

Denver  gave  new  head  coach  Ber- 
nte  BickerstatT  a  victory  over  Los  An¬ 
geles  in  his  debut  and' got  its  biggest 
win  of  the  season. 

BickerstafT,  also  the  Nuggets'  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  took  over  Monday  as 
the  head  coach.  Mahmoud  Abdul- 
Rauf  had  17  points  for  Denver. 

Eric  PiarkowskT*  14  points  led  Los 
.Angeles,  which  shot  36  percent. 

Blazers  99,  Tunbenroh'es  86 

Clifford  Robinson  scored  29  points 
and  Rod  Strickland  added  23  as  Port¬ 
land  won  at  home. 

The  Trail  Blazers'  Terry  Porter, 
playing  only  his  third  game  since 
missing  the  entire  first  hair  of  the 
season,  had  17  points.  12  in  Ihe  final 
period. 

Isaiah  Rider  led  the  visiting  Tim- 
berwolves  with  21  points. 

_  The  Blazers  led  70-65  entering  the 
final  period  and  used  an  1 1-3  run 
starting  the  quarter  to  open  a  81-6S 
lead. 

TUESDAY’S  RESULTS: 

Cleveland  99,  New  York  91 
Dallas  102.  Washington  97 
Chicago  105,  Atlanta  88 
San  Antonio  9*.  Houston  97 
Denser  118.  LA  Clippers  80 
Boston  1=9.  Phoenix  121 
Portland  99.  Minnesota  86 
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NEW  YORK 
(AP)  -  After 
losing  4-1  to 
the  Hartford 
Whalers  ear¬ 
lier  this  sea¬ 
son,  the 
Montreal 
Canadiens 
were  taken  to  task  by  coach  Jac¬ 
ques  Demers  for  their  lack  of 
offense. 

The  Canadiens  aren't  the  only 
ones  having  problems  scoring. 
Ask  most  any  other  team. 
There's  a  drop  in  scoring  this  sea¬ 
son  and  players  point  to  a  variety 
of  reasons,  including  the  most  ob¬ 
vious:  sharp  goaltending  and  not- 
so-sharp  shooters  who  haven't 
quite  gotten  into  the  swing  of  it 
because  of  the  season’s  late  start. 

"I  think  based  on  our  first  few 
games,  the  goaltenders  were 
more  ready  than  the  rest  of  us,” 
says  the  New  York  Rangers’  Bri¬ 
an  Leetch. 

As  of  this  past  weekend,  22  of 
the  26  teams  had  at  least  one 
goaltender  with  a  goals-against 
average  less  than  3. 

Buffalo’s  Dominik  Hasek,  the 
only  goaltender  last  season  under 
2  goals  per  game,  continued  his 
brilliance  with  a  1.62  goals- 
against  average.  And  he  wasn't 
even  the  league  leader  -  Detroit’s 
Chris  Osgood  was,  at  134. 

In  addition,  every  team  but  six 
bad  at  least  one  goaltender  with  a 
save  percentage  of  .900  or  above. 
Osgood  was  the  league  leader 
with  .945,  while  Hasek  was  sec¬ 
ond  at  .943. 

The  fine  goaltending  has  em¬ 
phasized  a  trend  in  the  last  few 
seasons  that  has  seen  scoring 
drop  dramatically. 

In  1992-93,  an  average  of  7.2 
goals  were  scored  in  each  game. 
Last  season,  it  was  63.  In  the  first 
three  weeks  of  this  lockout-ab¬ 
breviated  season,  goals  were 
down  to  5.9  -  a  pace  that  if  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  end  of  the  year 
would  be  the  lowest  in  the  NHL 
since  1956-57  when  the  average 
was  5.4. 

"You  look  at  every  team  and 
there  are  good  goaltenders,”  says 
Montreal’s  Kirk  Muller,  whose 


Canadiens  boast  one  of  the  best 
in  Patrick  Roy. 

But  Muller  doesn’t  think  it  s 
the  only  reason  for  the  drop  in 
goal  production. 

“It’s  a  combination.' ’  Muller 
says.  “Everyone's  playing  our 
type  of  hockey  -  patient  hockey, 
low  scoring.  It's  like  playoff 
hockey  ...  and  because  of  it. 
there's  not  many  chances  and  ihe 
goalies  are  very  good  when  they 
get  the  opportunities.” 

The  prevailing  opinion  in  the 
NHL  is  that  teams  have  gone  into 
a  defensive  mode  because  of  the 
shortened  4S-game  schedule. 
Lesser  ralented  teams  without 
game-breaking  scorers  have  more 
of  an  opportunity  to  win  games 
that  way. 

“The  trap  is  very  effective  in 
keeping  the  scoring  down,  and 
more  teams  are  using  it,”  said 
Quebec  defenseman  Uwe  Krupp, 
whose  Nordiques  are  one  of  the 
higher  scoring  teams  in  the 
league.  “You’re  in  a  wailing  posi¬ 
tion,  and  when  you  do  it  very 
well,  it’s  hard  to  score.” 
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TUESDAY’S  RESULTS: 
Pittsburgh  5,  Quebec  4 
NY'  Rangers  5,  Florida  3 
Only  games  scheduled. 


Arsenal  sticks 

with  Houston 
for  season 

League  Cup  semis 
rained  out:  clean 
bill  of  health  given 
to  Hillsborough 

LONDON  (Reuter)  -  Arsenal 
announced  yesterday  :r.a:  Stew¬ 
art  Houston,  the  assign!  \*no 
took  over  after  George  Gribatr. 
was  fired  for  financial  irregular¬ 
ities,  will  manage  the  club  tor  ihe 
rest  of  £bc  season. 

Houston,  taking  ever  only 
hours  after  Graham's  dismissal, 
led  the  club  to  its  first  Itome  vic¬ 
tory  since  October  23  when  it 
beat  Nottingham  Forest  L-fl  Tues¬ 
day  nighr.  ".Arsenal  chairman  Pe¬ 
ter  Hill-Wood  had  indicated  the 
job  would  be  Houston  >  for  the 
remainder  of  this  sea>oa. 

Graham,  the  most  successful 
manager  in  the  club  s  history,  was 
dismissed  Tuesday  in  connection 
with  allegations  that  he  received 
an  under-the-table  pajtnent  as 
part  of  the  transfer  deal  that 
brought  Danish  midfielder  John 
Jensen  to  the  club  in  1S92. 

Meanwhile.  Sheffield  Wednes¬ 
day’s  Hillsborough  giound,  scene 
of  the  worst  disaster  in  British 
soccer,  was  officially  approved  by 
UEFA  yesterday  as  one  of  the 
venues  for  next  year's  European 
championship. 

A  delegation  from  Europe’s 
governing  body  and  the  FA  in¬ 
spected  the  ground  as  pan  of 
their  week-long  tour  of  ihe  eight 
championship  venues. 

The  ground  has  changed  dra¬ 
matically  since  ihe  tragedy  on 
-April  L5,  1989  when  96  spectators 
were  crushed  to  death  at  the  Liv- 
erpooI-Nottingham  Forest  FA 
Cup  semifinal  which  was  aban¬ 
doned  after  only  six  minutes  play. 

On  the  pitch  yesterday,  both 
English  League  Cup  semifinal 
second-lcg  ties  were  postponed 
after  torrential  rain  left  the  pitch¬ 
es  waterlogged. 

The  lies  between  Premier 
League  Crystal  Palace  and  Liver¬ 
pool,  and  First  Division  clubs 
Bolton  and  Swindon,  were  re¬ 
scheduled  for  March  S. 

In  Premier  League  action  last  night,  it 
was  .Aston  Villa  4,  Leicester  4:  Blackburn  J, 
Wimbledon  1;  Leeds  I,  Emtan  0;  Man¬ 
chester  City  2,  Ipswich  0:  Norwich  0,  Man¬ 
chester  United  2;  Postponed:  CMsea  * 
Southampton.  Newcastle  v  Tottenham, 
West  Ham  v  Queens  Park  Rangers. 
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Mac  TA  faces 
Beafica  tonight 

JOEL  GORDIN 

PORTUGUESE  champioi.s 
Beafica  Lisbon  visit  Maccabi  Tel 
Aviv  tonight  in  the  final  game  of 
the  European  Club  Champion¬ 
ships  for  both  teams.  Regardless 
of  the  outcome,  neither  team  will 
advance  to  the  next  round. 

Maccabi  won  the  first  encoun¬ 
ter  in  Lisbon,  90-81. 

The  game  will  be  shown  live  on 
ITV  starting  at  S:45  pm. 

UConn  wins, 
Sheffer  hurt 

HILLEL  KUTTLER 


It’s  time  to  go,  Shimon 


WASHINGTON 

THE  University  of  Connecticut 
rebounded  from  its  loss  Saturday 
to  Viilanova  by  thrashing  visiting 
Boston  College  88-75  Monday 
night. 

Israeli  sophomore  guard  Doran 
Sheffer  sprained  his  right  ankle 
and  left  the  game  after  four  min¬ 
utes.  having  scored  only  two 
points. 

“He  just  kind  of  got  tangled  up 
with  a  BC  player  running  down 
the  court”  a  UConn  spokesman 
said  yesterday.  An  X-ray  on 
Sheffer’s  ankle  showed  no  break 
and  he  will  test  the  injury  today  at 
the  team’s  next  practice,  the 
spokesman  added.  “Obviously, 
there's  a  concern,  but  we'll  see 
what  happens  when  he  laces  them 
up." 

Forward  Ray  Allen  led  all  scor¬ 
ers  with  31  points  and  Donny 
Marshal!  added  20  to  lead 
UConn. 

The  No.  4-ranked  Huskies  <21- 
2;  14-1  in  the  Big  East!  next  play 
Saturday  night  at  home  against 
Scton  Hall. 


Chinese  athletes 
to  work,  play  here 

SPORTS  Minister  Micha  Gold¬ 
man  signed  an  agreement  with  his 
Chinese  counterpart  Wo  Xiaozuo 
in  Jerusalem  yesterday  for  friend¬ 
ly  basketball  and  soccer  games 
between  ihe  two  countries. 

Chinese  tennis  players  will  also 
come  here  io  leant  their  craft  at 
the  Israel  Tennis  Academy,  and 
Israeli  coaches  are  set  io  travel  to 
China  io  conduct  tennis  clinics. 


JOEL  GORDIN 


SPORTS 

Teamsters  won’t  cross  picket  fines 

Internationa!  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  president  Ron  Carey 
said  yesterday  the  union  will  not  cross  picket  lines  at  regular- 
season  Major  League  Baseball  stadia. 

The  Teamsters  represent  drivers  for  many  of  the  nation's  beer 
distributors.  A  Carey  aide  said  Teamsters  deliver  products  to  23 
of  the  26  major  league  stadiums  in  (he  US. 

Tyson  agrees  to  terms  of  probation 

Former  heavyweight  boxing  champion  Mike  Tyson  has  agreed 
to  perform  100  hours  of  community  sen  ice  in  each  of  his  four 
years  of  probation  after  his  scheduled  March  25  release  from 
prison,  prison  officials  said  yesterday. 

Besides  the  community  service.  Tyson  will  be  required  io 
undergo  counseling  and  be  subject  to  random  testing  for  drugs  or 
alcohol  use.  He  also  is  forbidden  to  carry  a  firearm  and  must 
alert  authorities  if  he  is  traveling  out  of  ihe  siaie. 

Upon  his  scheduled  release,  Tyson  will  have  served  exactly 
three  years  of  a  six-year  sentence  at  ihe  Indiana  Youth  Center  for 
raping  19-year-old  beauty  contestant  Desiree  Washington 
during  the  Miss  Black  America  pageant  in  July  1991. 

Unnamed  prison  officials  said  Tyson.  29,  is  fit  and  50  pounds 
(22.5  kg)  below  the  pudgy  260  lbs  ( 1  IS  kg)  he  weighed  when  he 
entered  prison.  He  has  been  running  and  doing  calisthenics  bur 
no  boxing  since  the  jail  has  no  facilities  or  equipment. 

Luxury  Olympic  tickets  go  on  sale 

Olympic  organizers  say  they've  already  sold  i 00  .sets  of  550.000 
•‘pation”  ticket  packages,  and  this  week  will  begin  a  direct  mail 
campaign  to  sell  thousands  more  to  wealthy  executives. 

The  luxury  ticket  deals  are  available  in  advance  of  the  May  1 
date  when  the  general  public  can  begin  ordering  tickets.  Each 
package  gives  the  buyer  two  tickets  to  the  top  event  each  day  of 
the  1 996  Games,  as  well  as  opening  and  closing  ceremonies. 

The  organizers  also  will  arrange  private  housing,  parking  and 
an  exclusive  VIP  party  for  the  “patrons." 


Schoolboy  hoops  sensation  leaves 
coaches,  fans,  recruiters  agog 


FOR  the  third  straight  year.  Maccabi  Tel  Aviv,  the  flagship  of  Israeli 
basketball,  has  been  ousted  from  the  European  arena  by  the  end  of 
February. 

Two  years  ago,  when  Maccabi  lost  the  National  League  tide  to 
Hapoel  Galil  Elyon.  a  young,  overexcited  Army  Radio  reporter  asked 
Maccabi  chairman  Shimon  Mizrahi  if  he  intended  to  resign  the  post  he 
has  held  for  nearly  two  decades.  It  was  not  exactly  an  opportune 
moment  for  such  a  question  and  the  intrepid  reporter  received  a  rather 
rude  reply. 

However,  in  Ihe  cold  light  of  day,  Mizrahi  should  re-think  his  future. 

Nobody  is  denying  that  he  has  done  more  for  Israeli  basketball  than 
any  other  local  official.  Nobody  is  blaming  him  directly  for  Maccabi’s 
problems  (although  it  has  often  been  said  that  he  has  failed  to  take  into 
account  the  changes  which  have  occurred  in  local  and  European 
basketball  since  Maccabi’s  glory  days  in  the  late  70s  ana  early  80s). 
However,  the  principle  of  ministerial  responsibility  is  all-iraponant. 

If  Mizrahi  does  hand  over  the  reigns  to  another,  possibly  younger 
man,  this  move  could  blow  a  wind  of  change  through  the  dub  which 
seems  to  have  become  somewhat  stuck  in  a  rut  in  recent  years. 

Maccabi  Tel  Aviv  surely  would  never  be  the  same  without  the 
dapper  little  figure,  stiff  and  formal  in  his  blue  suit,  perched  on  a  chair 
next  to  the  bench.  That,  however,  is  precisely  the  point.  The  same 
Maccabi  is  not  good  enough  anymore. 


CHICAGO  (AP)  -  Michael  Jordan  has  retired. 
Frank  Thomas  is  on  strike.  These  days,  the  greatest 
show  in  Chicago  sports  is  an  18-year-old  kid  named 
Kevin  Garnett. 

Never  heard  of  him?  You  will. 

Garnett,  a  6-foor-J!  (2.11m)  center  for  Chicago’s 
Farragut  High  School,  is  part  Moses  Malone,  part 
Alonzo  Mourning,  .part  Magic  Johnson.  And  if  his 
skills  and  body  keep  developing,  he  might  just  fol¬ 
low  those  players  into  NBA  stardom. 

Garnett  shakes  backboards  with  dunks,  blocks 
shots  into  the  15ih  row,  caps  fast  breaks  with  look- 
a way  passes,  swishes  jumpers  and  scatters  bodies 
under  the  boards. 

College  recruiters  have  been  watching  Garnett  for 
years.  NBA  scouts  are  beginning  to  take  note,  too. 

“The  fact  is,  there  are  playere  his  size  in  (he  NBA 
who  don't  have  nearly  as  many  skills,”  said  Farragut 
coach  William  Nelson,  the  beneficiary  of  Garnett’s 
decision  to  relocate  from  South  Carolina  to  Chicago 
lor  his  senior  season.  “He's  better  than  a  lot  of  NBA 
players." 

Growing  crowds  have  been  packing  high  school 
gyms  in  the  Chicago  area  to  get  a  glimpse  of  Garnett 
and  his  flashy  teammate,  swingman  Ronnie  Fields. 

Saturday,  more  than  5,000  fans  squeezed  into 
DePaul's  Alumni  Hall  and  watched  in  awe  as  Gar¬ 
nett  dominated  Philadelphia's  Roman  Catholic,  one 
of  the  top  high  school  teams. 

Garnett  had  22  points,  16  rebounds,  nine  blocked 
shots  and  six  assists.  Those  are  close  to  Garnett's 
season  averages  for  Farragut.  which  has  a  22-1  won- 


lost  record. 

In  the  third  quarter  alone,  the  thrilled  audience 
saw  Garnett:  block  three  shots;  catch  Fields’  long 
pass,  lay  in  the  ball  and  get  a  technical  foul  for 
taunting;  throw  in  a  two-handed  jam  that  left  the 
backboard  shaking  for  45  seconds;  steal  the  ball  at 
midcourt  and  feed  Maurice  Woodfork  for  a  dunk; 
make  two  jumpers  in  the  lane;  and  tip  in  a  missed 
Farragut  shot. 

Hundreds  of  fans  remained  after  the  Admirals’ 
84-72  victory,  chanting  Garnett's  name,  patting  him 
on  the  back  and  asking  for  autographs. 

Though  his  dunk  brought  the  crowd  to  its  feet,  it 
was  Garnett’s  variety  of  pinpoint  passes  -  from  the 
high  post,  the  low  post  and  on  the  move  in  break 
situadons  -  that  showcased  what  makes  him  special. 

“it’s  a  South  Carolina  thing.  You  give  the  bali  up 
and  trust  your  teammates  to  give  It  back,”  said 
Garnett,  who  would  have  had  a  dozen  assists  had  his 
teammates  either  not  been  fouled  or  missed  easy 
shots.  “Everybody  asks  me  about  that,  but  it’s  no 
big  deal.” 

It  is  a  big  deal,  said  Dick  Versace,  the  former 
Bradley  University  and  Indiana  Pacers  coach. 

“Garnett  is  spectacular/’  he  said.  “He  has  an 
unbelievable  awareness  of  where  everyone  is  on  the 
floor  and  an  uncanny  willingness,  for  a  star  player, 
to  pass  the  ball  to  his  teammates.  Plus,  he’s  6-11. 

“When  I  saw  Moses  in  high  school,  I  knew  I  was 
seeing  someone  special.  When  I  saw  Mourning,  I 
knew  I  was  seeing  someone  unique.  I  get  that  same 
feeling  watching  this  kid.” 


Waugh  helps 
Aussies  to 
post  250-6 

DUNEDIN,  NZ  (.AP)  -  Austra¬ 
lia  was  lifted  by  a  quickfire  48 
runs  from  Mark  Waugh  yesterday 
as  it  scored  250  for  six  in  its 
overs  against  Lndia  in  the  Cente¬ 
nary  Series  limited-over  cricket 
international  at  Carisbrook. 

Waugh  oiuo5eor.ed  his  runs 
from  iust  ^2  balls  to  overshadow 
valuable  contributions  from  new 
batting  finds  Greg  Blewett  (46) 
and  Ricky  Pooling,  who  made  a 
watchful  62  off  92  balls. 

Australia  was  given  a  flying 
start  by  David  Boon,  who  struck 
32  off  54  balls  with  five  bound¬ 
aries,  and  Blewett. 

Also  yesterday,  Zimbabwe 
bowler  Guy  Whittall  produced  a 
dramatic  tied  finish  with  Pakistan 
in  its  opening  one-day  interna¬ 
tional  when  he  grabbed  the  last 
wicket  off  the  penultimate  ball. 

Pakistani  opener  Saeed  Anwar 
carried  his  bat  for  an  unbeaten 
103,  but  was  left  a  frustrated  on¬ 
looker  as  injured  fast  man  Wasim 
Akram  spooned  a  return  catch  to 
WhittalL 

The  Sports  Pages  are  edited 
by  Joe  Hoffman 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  All  rales 
include  VAT:. 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  87.7 5  for  10  words 
(minimum),  each  additional  word  NIS  8.77 
FRIDAY  and  HOLIDAY  EVE -NIS  128.70 
lor  10  words  (minimum);  each  additional 
worn  NIS  12.87. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRIDAY 
(Package/  -  NIS  198.30,  each  additional 
weed  NiS  19.89. 

WEEK  RATE  16  insertions  -  NIS  2 57.40: 
each  additional  word  NIS  25.74. 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  NiS  339.30  far  10  wonds 
(minimum)  each  additional  ward  -  NIS 
33.33 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  NIS  526.50  10 
words  (minimum/  each  additional  word  - 
NiS  5155 


DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem-  weekdays  -  12  noon  the  day 
Before  publication;  for  Friday  and  Sunday 
-  6  o  m.  cn  Thursday. 

Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa-  weekdays  - 1 2  noon, 
2  days  before  publicationfor  Friday  and 
Sur.cay  -  <:  p.m.  Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv  and 
12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifa 


Quality  Classifieds 


BED  AND  BREAKFAST  fn  Jerusalem, 
short-term  rentals,  Jerusalem  Lodges  Ltd. 
POB  4233, 91044  Jetusalem.  02-611745; 
Fax.  02-61 BS41.  laoiia 


SITS.  VAC. 


SITS.  VAC. 


OFFICE  STAFF 


MjgJAL  HAYAM-,  on  Tet  Aviv  seashore. 

S^inS^!partrnen,s  ,n  deferent 
sees  **  03-5179241.  m 


SERVICES 


GENERAL 


THE  JERUSALEM  INN  GUESTHOUSE 
seeks  a  competent  receptionist,  no  re- 
quire  monts  for  experience  or  age.  *  02- 
251294.  Biasei 


health 


sSSuV  Ptonf?0!  ”3PPY  "«h  a  good 
Phone  LoJit,  03-5224758.  maw 


YOUNG  IMPORT  +  MARKETING  COM¬ 
PANY  hiring  for  management  training  pro¬ 
gram.  Tel.  02-6540040. 


PURCHASE/SALE 


TEL  AVIV 


DWELLINGS 


SITS.  VAC. 


WANTED 


RENTALS 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 


I  BUY  ANTIQUES,  old  furniture,  contents, 
v  03-886191.  03-6831724.  (EBlCa 


JERUSALEM 


DWELLINGS 


BEAUTIFUL  hoSday  apartments,  touriste- 
/businessmen,  short/tong  term.  Dynaml, 
Tel.  03-5468003,  Fax.  <&546S667; 

-  1  11 —  —  — - HMfr 

LUXURIOUS  APARTMENTS,  furnished  & 
unfurnished,  North  Tet  Aviv  &  Ramat  Aviv, 
for  diplomats  &  tourists,  v  03-6969092. 


HOUSEHOLD  help 

AncifvE^Zk  available!  The  Ay  nafr 
for  more  ^ 10 

1  ^  now.  Call  Hilma.  P  03-oreocm 

East  MIcanfFar 

keep  taESKHS ^faklNanny/Hous. 


WHERE  TO  STAY 

INN  PLACES  LTD.  affordable  home  bed  & 
bree'Ktast.  self-catering  apts..  country- 
wrde.  choice  locations.  Tel/Fax  09- 
573204,  P.O.B.  577.  Herzlrya. 

- - - - - —  oi  site 


SALES 


HOLIDAY  APTS, 


ITALIAN  COLONY.  Last  few  choice  luxury- 
apartments.  Parking,  garden,  balconies. 
On  private  land.  From  $250,000.  w  02- 
617866,  02-666571. 


TEL  AVIV,  near  Gan  Hair,  comfortable 
furntshed  apartments,  tong/Short-term  pe¬ 
riod.  *  03-6989092,  050-358972. 


»»  country, 

*agSs AtawSSSk  YerV  attractive 

hours  Sun.  Tue, 
*  03-5^^44/8180423-  ^  ottWr  h*wrs 

SOUTH  AFRICAN!  ~ 

Pair  needed  fo^sL^^11  S^JW1  *u 
central  Tel  avkF?^0^3  EnSh9h  hardly. 

^i^r^ssbti750'  *  * 
houai 

492159.  excel®nt  conditions. 
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WHAT’S  ON 


V  Mir 

liVt..;*- 


TELEVISION 


temperature. 

around  the  world 

LOW  HBH 
C  F  C  F 

<A  Ansndcni  - “  2  «  S  '’doHS 

^  I  Bean  - 51  £  S?  n  rat 
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WHERE  TO  GO 


JERUSALEM 

SS^SiSSsiTY.  Tours  of  the 

Mount  Scopus  campu*.  in  Engl^rdajhr 

VI  a-m.  from  Bronfma  nto- 

StoTom  SHemi” 

SnBldg-  Buses  48,  9.  23,  26.  28.  For 
'USanSS'fot  a  free  conducted 

SSsMSS 

a.m.-l:30  p.m..  Sun.-Thur. 

TEL  AVIV 


THEATER 

Helen  Kaye 

FEYDEAU  aod  farce  go  to¬ 
gether  like  chicken  ’n’  dump¬ 
lings,  except  that  this  one  is  An 
Absolute  Turkey  in  which  the 
usual  number  of  very  French 
messieurs  and  mesdames  riot 
through  the  usual  number  of 
doors  in  an  effort  to  keep  their 
amours  straight  -  or  is  it 
crooked?  Anyway,  it’s  very 
funny  and  stars  Natan  Darner, 
Tatiana  Kanellis-Olier  and 
Dov  Reiser  among  others,  all 

1  directed  by  Roger  Smith.  To¬ 
night  on  the  Habimah  main 
stage  at  8:30.  (Hebrew  with  si¬ 
multaneous  translation  into 
English.) 

BEN-GURION  is  the  subject 
of  Literary  Cabaret  No.  5  at  the 
Haifa  Theater  Club  in  Ben- 
Gurion  -  the  Man  and  the 
Myth.  There’ll  be  a  discussion 
and  readings  from  his  works 
and  of  those  mostly  closely  as¬ 
sociated  with  him.  At  9  p.m. 
(Hebrew) 

CLASSICAL 

MUSIC 


Winter  concerts  of  the  Haira 

Symphony  Orchestra  <^tmue 

at  11 a-m-  tomorrow  at  the  Hai 
fa  Auditorium.  Uott 


.#*v 


.•  •• 

LiVW:.- 


■  CHANNEL  1  i 

0:30  News  B:4B  Cartoon  7.00  Good  1 
Morning  Israel  t 

■  educational  tv  1 

8:00  Series  of  talks  about  Ju<MMnMd  j 
Hellenism  in  the  Hel,®"is|fc.^  a'.4S 

ISK3LS!!a;j*aSMo»» 

SStrtJS!*fc48  Arabic  Stones 

&&&&& 

\f°S 

SSSS®01" 

■  CHANNEL  1 

15:30  Biker  Mouse 

Sitiss® 

English 

I  ffirersr«--r“*- 

Part  6  19:00  News  in  Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS  Mabat 

li-M  Nine  Squared  *g® 

21*00  Culture  magazine  22.00 

him  23:30  News  magazine 


10:30  Guests 

sssraars^ss 

22:10  Renegade  00:10 

wsEigsssssiez 

SSSSSKSSL-^* 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

10:30  Heaven  Tonight  (S» 


Wheel  15:00  US  Money 

1*3o FT  Business  Tonight 

&?»«  mrajj  *- 

as®rr.s?,^iK-.  w, 

1:30  NBC  Nightly  News 

■  STAR  PLUS 

6:00  Jhe  Sullivans(  6^30 graham 

sss-^assfas?!*- 

mi  19=00  s»Sr5J!l “naisoo 

1  I— ?  wl?22-Ooll  TV  22:30  Neigh- 
:<  Sullivans 


RADIO 


Man  and  the  Myth 


MbcmiiOer.  His  Draaden 

ration  of  Haring^l Kh-19th 

Post-lmpresBioniBm^'T|l®c„„  Mgver 

Con.OSa.H^aW^ 

^°S»Ssffp«nu«"  FOB 

Shak»a£TJ«r  CacM 
i9lO-1990i  Holirs.  V*bbko®t» 

a-TaysgSa^ia 

Net8nYa 

6923819;  Jerusalem  coo****. 

388817. 

HAIFA  h»|fa,  dial  04- 

WHAT’S  OM  l»  _ 

T-*m 


general 

assistance 


leads  the  orchestra  m  oauet  wuu.  — 
SS:  from  fturt  by  Gounod 
and  Tchaikovsky’s  JSWcrocter 

Suite  Cellist  Gideon  Pirt  perfOTBsS^-^l"^ 

8:30  that  evening,  die  chamoer  i  . 

the  Israel  C-A-JJ - 

conttauM withaprommfM^n^ 

Weber.  Kopytman,  Villa  Lobo^  AjanstaJl 
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Police  display  some  of  the  jewelry  found  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  suspects  in  the  murder  of 
Donna  Pinol  and  Avner  Harel  in  January  -  It  is  believed  the  jewelry  was  stolen  from  the  pair 
before  thev  were  killed.  (A] on  Ron/lsmci  Sua) 


ipinos  held 
murder 


POLICE  have  arrested  two  Filipinos 
in  connection  with  the  murder  of 
Philippine  national  Donna  Pino!  and 
her  Israeli  boyfriend.  Avner  Harel. 
whose  decav  ed  bodies  were  found  in 
the  back  seat  of  Harel's  car  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Morasha  cemetery 
on  January  14. 

The  victims  had  been  handcuffed 
and  stabbed  all  over  w  ith  a  kitchen 
knife.  Hard  had  also  been  strangled. 

Police  said  the  pair  had  been  mur¬ 
dered  in  the  car  somewhere  between 
Petah  Tifcva  and  Herzliya  six  days 
earlier.  The  vehicle  had  apparently 
been  abandoned  in  that  area,  but  it 
remained  unnoticed  and  was  taken 
iu  the  cemetery  and  abandoned 
there,  for  reasons  still  unknown. 
The  bodies  were  found  by  a  passing 
patrol  van. 

On  Monday.  Joe  M alias,  37.  and 
Nlenilyn  Borilee.  34. .  who  work  js 
caregivers  for  elderly  people,  were 
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arrested  by  police  and  remanded  for 
15  days  by  the  Tel  Aviv  Magis¬ 
trate's  Court. 

A  publication  ban  on  the  arrests 
was  lifted  yesterday  after  police 
found  the  murder  weapon.  The  two 
reenacted  the  murder  for  police  yes¬ 
terday  but  had  difficulty  in  recalling 
the  various  locations  where  events 
occurred. 

A  third  man  allegedly  involved  in 
the  murder,  also  a  Filipino,  appar¬ 
ently  fled  to  the  Philippines,  which 
does  not  have  an  extradition  treaty 
with  Israel. 

Chief  Supl.  Jackie  Bray,  said  that 
additional  suspects  not  yet  appre¬ 
hended  may  have  been  involved  in 
what  he  described  as  "the  most  bru¬ 
tal  killing  I  have  ever  seen." 

The  motive  for  the  murder  was 
robbery,  S3  id  Brav.  Police  discov¬ 


ered  around  1.000  items  of  gold 
jewelry  stolen  from  the  couple  at 
Mafias’ s  home,  hidden  in  toys, 
clothing,  a  tie,  shampoo  bottles  and 
a  mattress. 


Police  said  Harel  and  Pinol  ar¬ 
rived  at  Mafias ’s  home  to  sell  jewel¬ 
ry.  There  they  were  attacked  at 
knife -point  and  abducted.  They 
were  tortured  and  (hen  killed  during 
their  journey  in  Harel's  car.  Police 
found  empty  jewelry  boxes  at  the 
scene. 

Pinol,  in  Israel  for  around  10 
years,  was  a  jewelry  agent,  selling 
gold  trinkets  to  fellow  members  of 
the  Filipino  community.  Most  of  the 
stolen  jewelry,  valued  at  around 
$200,000,  belonged  to  her,  said 
Bray. 

Police  are  checking  whether  the 
remainder  was  given  to  Berilee  as 
security  against  Joans. 


Channel  2  reporter  questioned  for  allegedly 
paying  prostitute  to  commit  crimes 


REPORTER  Sh'jsh  Gabbai.  who 
worked  on  a  Chjnnel  Two  docu¬ 
mentary  about  21-vear-old  male 
prostitute  Y;;ir  Degun  i.  was  ques¬ 
tioned  by  Hay.ukon  police  yes¬ 
terday.  in  connection  with  an  al¬ 
leged  payment  made  to  Degani  to 
commit  crimes  nn  camera. 

The  segment  was  screened  on 
the  L  i  dn  rFjci'T  program  or, 
February  V.  The  program's  direc¬ 
tor.  Ruii  Volean.  w.ts  arrested 
Tuesdav.  but  was  later  released 
on  bail.  But  liana  Dayan,  host  ol 
L'nhi.  denied  all  the  allegations 
yesterday. 

The  program  showed  Degani 
stealing  a  bus*  and  using  drugs. 
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The  following  day  he  was  in¬ 
volved  in  a  road  accident  while 
driving  a  stolen  cur  without  a  li¬ 
cense.  and  gave  police  false  de¬ 
tails. 

Degani  told  police  he  was  paid 
MS  20  u  by  Telad.  which  pro¬ 
duces  (.’u fit,  and  said  he  had  been 
told  that  he  had  police  permission 
to  steal  a  bus.  In  response.  Dayan 
tuld  Army  Radio  that  her  team 
hid  merely  gotten  permission 
from  Egged  tu  reenact  the  ihefr 
of  a  bus.  an  offense  which  Degani 
said  he  committed  at  age  11. 

"He  onlv  drove  a  few  meters 


down  a  deserted  street.”  she  said. 

But  Tel  Aviv  police  chief 
Cradr.  Gabi  Last  was  enraged 
over  the  whole  affair. 

"A  doctor  of  law  [Davan]  says 
that  we  had  no  right  to  arrest 
him.  Degani  is  a  criminal  and 
drove  without  a  license.  He  used 
drugs  in  front  of  the  camera.  And 
she  expects  us  to  turn  a  blind  eye? 
Should  we  stop  arresting  crimi¬ 
nals?"  he  said  at  the  city's  annual 
police  -conference  yesterday. 
Regarding  the  MS  200  pay¬ 
ment.  Dayan  said  this  was  a  hu¬ 
manitarian  gesture. 

Police  said  they  may  also  sum¬ 
mon  Dayan  tor  questioning. 
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Dinitz  admits  clothing  allowance 
was  never  stipulated  in  writing 


FORMER  Jewish  Agency  chair¬ 
man  Sirocha  Dinitz  said  yesterday 
that  there  was  nothing  in  writing 
about  the  52.500  clothing  allow¬ 
ance  he  received  from  the  Jewish 
Agency. 

Testifying  during  his  trial  on 
fraud  charges  in  Jerusalem  Dis¬ 
trict  Court,  Dinitz  said  he  needed 
the  allowance  -  most  of  which 
was  used  to  buy  clothes  at  Syms* 
men’s  store  in  New  York  -  be¬ 
cause  of  the  importance  of  his 
properly  representing  the  Agen¬ 
cy. 

But  be  admitted  the  allowance 
had  never  been  stipulated  in 
writing. 

“Since  there's  nothing  written 
about  this  grant  anywhere,  do 
you  agree  you  shouldn't  have  re¬ 
ceived  ii?”  prosecutor  Shimon 
Dolan  asked. 


“There  are  many  things  that 
are  not  written  down  anywhere, 
but  exist  in  reality,”  Dinitz  said. 
“I  doubt  the  agency  finance  di¬ 
rector  would  have  given  it  to  me 
if  he  didn’t  think  it  was  reason¬ 
able  to  do  so.” 

Dolan  charged  that  Dinitz  did 
not  make  much  of  an  effort  to 
check  whether  any  differentiation 
was  made  between  his  own  per¬ 
sonal  expenses  and  money  he 
spent  on  behalf  of  the  Jewish 
Agency,  the  prosecution  charged 
yesterday. 

“Didn’t  you  once  think  of 
looking  at  your  pay  slip  since  Au¬ 
gust  1991?”  asked  Dolan. 

“I  didn't  examine  them  any  dif¬ 
ferently  than  I  did  before,"  Din¬ 
itz  replied. 

“And  you  didn't  think  of  ask¬ 
ing  the  salaries  department  about 


it?"  Dolan  asked. 

“If  I  had  any  concern  that 
something  was  amiss,  that  disap¬ 
peared  when  I  did  the  figuring, 
said  Dinitz,  adding  that  no  one 
from  the  department  ever  updat¬ 
ed  him  about  this. 

Dinitz  confirmed  the  differen¬ 
tiation  made  by  the  emissary  de¬ 
partment  accountant  Nadav 
Shukrun  between  his  private  and 
agency  expenses. 

“All  the  items  Shukrun  pre¬ 
sented  to  you  as  questionable 
were  100  percent  private,”  he 
said.  “No  one  ever  told  me  that 
this  system  was  wrong  or 
unacceptable. 

“If  I  had  understood  from  what 
Shukrun  wrote  that  I  had  to  stop 
using  the  credit  card,  that  would 
have  meant  I  was  convinced  i  had 
done  something  wrong.”  (Itira) 


Histadrut  to  High  Court: 
Organization  fees  are  legal 


Response  to  Leumit  Workers’  Federation 

MIC  HAL  YUDELMAN 


Knesset  guards 
allegedly 
faking  class 
attendance 
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ORGANIZATION  fees  for  trade 
union  services  are  legal,  and  have 
been  part  of  collective  work  agree¬ 
ments  in  Israel  for  many  decades, 
the  Histadrut  said  yesterday,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Leumit  Workers’  Fed¬ 
eration’s  petition  to  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  against  the  fees. 

The  Histadrut' s  response  to  the 
High  Court  yesterday  proves  be¬ 
yond  any  doubt  (hat  it  is  the  largest 
representative  workers'  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Israel,  Histadrut  trade  union 
section  chairman  MK  Amir  Peretz 
said,  adding  that  Leumit  only  peti¬ 
tioned  the  court  against  organization 
fees  out  of  greed,  hoping  to  get  the 
fees  for  itself. 

Leumit  had  asked  the  court  for  an 
injunction  forbidding  the  Histadrut 
from  extending  the  organization  fee 
agreements  to  the  public  sector,  and 
demanded  cancellation  of  the  Hista- 
drut’s  agreement  with  the  Treasury 
to  deduct  organization  fees  from 
workers’  wages. 

Histadrut  attorneys  Nahum 
Feinberg,  Ofer  Ravid  and  Yaron  Ke- 
dar  stated  thar  it  has  no  intention  of 
extending  the  organization-fee  col¬ 
lection,  because  from  the  start  this 
agreement  applied  to  the  entire  pub¬ 
lic  sector. 

As  for  the  second  clause,  the  His- 
tadrut's  attorneys  said  it  consists  of 
a  dispute  between  two  labor  organi¬ 
zations  and  should  be  heard  in  labor 
court,  which  has  direct  jurisdiction 
over  such  cases. 

Vindicating  the  organization-fee 


agreement  signed  with  the  state  on 
January  1,  the  Histadrut  said  that  it 
is  not  essentially  different  from  pre¬ 
vious  work  agreements,  which  have 
been  signed  between  the  Histadrut 
and  the  slate  for  decades. 

The  statement  points  out  that  the 
Histadrut  is  the  largest  workers’  rep¬ 
resentative  organization,  and  has 
contributed  much  to  achieving  bene¬ 
ficial  work  conditions  in  areas  to 
which  labor  laws  do  not  apply. 

These  include  pension,  cost-of- 
Uving  increments,  the  amount  of 
money  workers  are  paid,  vacation 
supplements,  and  other  benefits 
achieved  in  collective  work  agree¬ 
ments  between  the  Histadrut  and  the 
employers. 

In  addition,  the  Histadrut  serves 
its  members  by  providing  a  nation¬ 
wide  network  of  labor  councils  and 
trade  unions;  strike  funds;  economic 
and  legal  counseling,  negotiations 
on  collective  work  agreements; 
training  works  committees,  and  oth¬ 
er  services. 

The  Histadrut,  the  statement  says, 
is  a  voluntary  organization  which 
each  worker  may  join  or  leave  at 
will. 

In  an  attack  on  Leumit,  the  attor¬ 
neys  noted  that  while  previous  conn 
rulings  have  recognized  the  Hista¬ 
drut  as  the  largest  workers’  repre¬ 
sentative,  Leumit’s  activity  on  be¬ 
half  of  workers  has  been  negligible, 
if  it  existed  at  all,  over  the  years. 

The  hearing  is  scheduled  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  26. 


THE  Knesset  Officer  and  Knesset 
Guard  commander  are  under  inves¬ 
tigation  for  allegedly  lying  on  the 
attendance  forms  of  an  enrichment 
class  they  were  required  to  take  so 
they  could  receive  pay  raises,  a  po¬ 
lice  spokesman  said  yesterday. 

The  case  is  being  handled  by  the 
police  investigations  chief,  Cm  dr. 
Yossi  Levy.  The  investigation  was 
prompted  by  a  complaint  received 
by  a  police  officer  who  attended  the 
400-hour  class,  conducted  over  the 
past  several  months,  and  noticed  the 
two  did  not  show  up  for  many 
sessions. 

However,  they  filled  out  atten¬ 
dance  forms  indicating  they  were  at 
all  of  the  sessions,  and  received  the 
pay  raise  to  which  they  would  other¬ 
wise  not  have  been  entitled. 

Levy  wifi  recommend  in  the  com¬ 
ing  days  whether-  criminal  charges 
should  be  filed  against  the  Knesset 
Officer,  Eitan  Ben-Eliahu  and  guard 
commander  Mordechai  Fried,  who 
together  are  responsible  for  security 
at  the  Knesset  .  .  . 

Levy’s  recommendation  wifi  be 
turned  over  to  the  State  Attorney’s 
Office,  which  has  the  final  say  on 
whether  charges  are  filed. 

The  Knesset  spokesman  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  no  action  has  been  taken 
against  the  two. 

Lint  Collins  contributed  to  this 
report 


KNESSET  BRIEFS 


Tsomet,  NRP  move  no-confidence 

The  National  Religious  Party  and  Tsomet  have  filed  a  joint 
no-confidence  motion  over  Prime  Minister’s  Yitzhak  Rabin’s 
statement  that  he  would  ease  the  closure  of  the  territories 
even  though  it  might  endanger  Israeli  Jives. 

"These  statements  show  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Oslo 
accords,  because  the  prime  minister  admits  that  implementing 
them  harms  security,"  said  National  Religious  Party'  faction 
chairman  Yigal  Bibi. 

The  no-confidence  vote  is  scheduled  for  Monday,  together 
with  a  Likud  motion  on  the  same  issue. 


Treaty  ratification  bill  passes  hurdle 

Despite  the  objections  of  the  government,  a  bill  calling  for  all 
international  treaties  to  be  approved  by  the  Knesset  before  they 
are  signed  passed  a  preliminary  reading  yesterday.  The  bill, 
presented  by  three  Likud  MKs  and  one"  NRP  MFC.  passed  28-24. 
with  one  abstention. 


Land  for  non-religious  cemeteries 

Land  for  three  secular  cemeteries  has  been  allocated,  in  the 
North.  South,  and  center  of  the  country.  Justice  Minister  David 
Liba'i  told  the  plenum  yesterday.  The  lack  of  such  burial 
grounds  was  raised  by  Dedi  Zucker  (Meretz). 

A  petition  on  the  issue  is  pending  before  the  High  Court. 

Licit  Collins 


Knesset  sets 
conditions  for 
publication  of 
‘Mein  Kampf 


UAT  COLUNS 


MESN  Kampf  will  be  published  in 
.  Hebrew,  but  with  the  subtitle,  “the 
book  that  led  to  the  Holocaust,”  the 
Knesset  subcommittee  on  antisemi¬ 
tism  and  xenophobia,  which  con¬ 
cluded  its  discussions  on  the  subject 
this  week,  has  decided. 

Yesterday.  Health  Minister 
Efraim  Sneh,  answering  three  mo¬ 
tions  on  the  subject,  confirmed  the 
government's  acceptance  of  the 
committee’s  recommendations. 

The  committee  said  the  book 
should  be  available  for  academic 
research,  but  not  for  mass  circula¬ 
tion.  Apart  from  the  subtitle,  the 
book  cover,  and  every  page  will 
cany  a  warning,  “like  a  poisonous 
substance  has  a  warning  label,” 
Sneh  said.  , 

Yigal  Bibi  (NRP)  objected  to  its 
translation  into  Hebrew  altogether. 
He  asked  for  an  investigation  wheth¬ 
er  the  Hebrew  University,  which 
printed  it,  had  used  public  funds. 


This  beautifully  illustrated  book  can  be  read . 


Vic 

Shabbat  Book 


children  atone  or  in  a  family  setting.  With  a  colorful 
page  for  each  week  of  the  Jewish  calendar,  it 
integrates  the  weekly  Torah  portion  with  the  ideas, 
traditions  and  customs  of  the  Sabbath  using 
stories,  songs,  texts  and  anecdotes.  It's  the 
perfect  introduction  to  the  meaning  and 
experience  the  Sabbath  for  the  whole  family. 
Published  by  Scopus,  inspired  by 
the  American  Jewish  joint  Distribution  Committee 
Hardcover  album,  64  pp. 

Suggested  Retail  Price  US$  15.95 
JP  Price  NIS  42.00  ea. 


To:  Books, The  Jerusalem  Post.  POB  B1, 
Jerusalem  9i000,T«l.  02-241282 


Please  send  me*  The  Shabbat  Book.  Enclosed  is  my 
check  payable  to  The  Jerusalem  Pbst  ter  NIS  42.00  per 
copy.  Credit  card  orders  accepted  by  phone. 


Nama_ 

Add  re  « 

City 

Tat 

*  Please  Mglh  reopwna-  names  and  addresses  separately 
Fqr  twarseas  sir  mail  detvery  please  add  NtS  17C0. 


Bui? 

elected 

acting 

Agency 

chairman 


:  }«»«►-- 

/•  -  a 


batsheva  tsur 


THE  partnership  between  the  Dias¬ 
pora  and  Israel  can  withstand  exis¬ 
tential  threats  within  the  framework 
of  the  Jewish  Agency.  MK.  Avraltam 
Burg  declared  yesterday,  minutes 
after  being  elected  the  agency’s  act¬ 
ing  chairman. 

“We  have  to  tell  all  (hose  who 
threaten  us  thar  we  are  the  real  Beit 
Yisrael.  ”  Burg  .told  members  of  the 
board  of  governors  in  Jerusalem, 
alluding  to  Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Yossi  Beilin,  who  has  proposed  es¬ 
tablishing  a  movement  by  that  name 
to  replace  the  agency  and  the  World 
Zionist  Organization. 

Sitting  proudly  in  the  front  row 
were  Burg’s  wife  and  four  children, 
bis  in-laws,  his  mother,  and  his  fa¬ 
ther.  longtime  NRP  leader  Dr.  Yosef  £ 
Burg. 

After  a  warm  introduction  by 
board  chairman  Mendel  Kaplan  and 
his  official  nomination  by  outgoing 
acting  chairman  Yehiel  Lcket,  Burg 
was  elected  to  the  chairmanship  by 
acclamation. 

It  was  a  philosophical  maiden  ad¬ 
dress,  with  Burg  raising  questions  of 
identity  as  a  Jew  and  a  Zionist. 
“Israel  is  the  experimental 


ground  of  4,000  years  of  Jewish 
civilization."  he  said.  “Historic  Ju¬ 


daism  is  tested  here  daily." 

He  said  he  personally  equated  Zi¬ 
onism  with  "the  ability  to  stop  be¬ 
ing  weak.”  but  wanted  that  too 
much  physical  power  can  corrupt. 
He  spoke  of  the  moral  effect  of 
Judaism,  saying  thar  the  two  forces 
served  as  “checks  and  balances."  In 
a  similar  vein,  the  Diaspora  and  Is¬ 
rael  must  give  and  take  in  order  "to 
function  together.” 

Looking  to  the  future.  Burg  said 
that,  when  all  the  Jews  from  coun¬ 
tries  of  distress  had  been  gathered 
in,  the  question  would  be  not  “Who 
is  a  Jew?”  but  “Whose  children  are 
Jewish?” 

Following  his  address,  the  ple¬ 
num  turned  to  a  long  debate  on  the 
proposal  to  visit  Kiev  in  June  -  noi 
for  die  entire  session  of  the  Jewish 
Agency  Assembly  but  for  two  days, 
before  convening  ibe  assembly  in 
Jerusalem. 

“We  cannot  be  dictated  to  by  the 
press,”  which  has  criticized  the  cost 
of  such  a  trip,  said  Miriam  Shneirov 
of  the  US,  who  is  on  the  committee 
planning  the  annual  assembly.  Mi- 
cfcal  Moda’i  said  the  Kiev  visit 
would  “bring  in  tenfold"  in  terms 
of  contributions  and  would  also  en¬ 
courage  Ukraine's  Jews  to  make 
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The  vast  majority  of  the  board’s 
members  showed  their  agreement 
by  voting  in  favor  of  the  visit,  which 
is  expected  to  cost  $500,000. 
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MDA  staffers 

•  - 1 

resume  work 
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JUDY  SIEGEL 

MAGEN  David  Adorn  workers  halt¬ 
ed  their  sanctions  last  night  after 
management  froze  plans  to  fire  six 
ambulance  medics  due  to  budget 
constraints. 

> 
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Health  Ministry  Director-General 
Dr.  Meir  Oren  said  he  would  try  to 
get  the  Treasury  to  cover  the  wages 
of  the  six  .  medics. 

For  nearly  a  week,  MDA’s  200 
ambulance  drivers  have  refused  to 
go  out  on  call  unless  an  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  medic.  MDA  management 
said  it  is  short  60  medics.  It  has  only 
16,  and  the  jobs  of  at  leasi  six  - 
working  out  of  the  Raiale-Lod,  Kir- 
yat  Malachi,  Ofakim,  Sderot,  Upper 
Nazareth  and  Beit  She ’an  stations  - 
were  threatened  because  of  budget 
shortfalls  for  1995.  Last  year,  the 
ministry  allocated  NIS  800,000  for 
medics'  salaries. 

The  Health  Ministry  announced 
recently  that  it  intends  to  change  the 
law  to  enable  IDF  medics  to  accom¬ 
pany  ambulance  drivers.  However, 
it  could  take  weeks  for  anny  medics 
to  retrained  for  civilian  service. 

Union  chief  Eli  Ben-Khassous 
said  last  night  that  ambulance  driv¬ 
ers  had  returned  to  normal  opera¬ 
tions. 
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